LEDDRA Press Release for Desertification Day, 17 June 2012
Land degradation neutrality is the theme chosen by the UNCCD Secretariat to celebrate the
2012 World Day to Combat Desertification. The Secretariat notes: "zero‐net land degradation
(ZNLD) can be achieved when, over a given period of time, non‐
degraded land remains healthy, and already degraded‐land is restored."
ZNLD will be proposed as a sustainable development goal to be achieved
by 2030 at the Rio+20 United Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on June 20‐22, 2012.
The unquestionable implication of this ambitious goal is a world with abundant and healthy
land resources, a world without hunger, food insecurity, water shortages, poverty, illiteracy,
unemployment, poor quality of life; a world well‐equipped to face its future survival and
development with optimism.
How is land degradation neutrality achieved, by whom and by what means? Seeking answers
to these questions leads to the heart of the EU‐funded project LEDDRA. The 11‐partner
consortium combine their multidisciplinary expertise to systematically investigate the human
responses to land and ecosystem degradation and desertification (LEDD) in cropland, grazing
land and forests/shrubland regions in Greece, Spain, Italy, Morocco and China.
Prof. Helen Briassoulis of the University of the Aegean (Greece) coordinates the project and
notes “Human responses to LEDD depend critically on “who does what, where, when and
why”. LEDDRA studies how well people manage the fine balance between maintaining the
integrity of land resources, on the one hand, and satisfying competing demands on land to
meet their wants, on the other, in diverse biophysical, socio‐economic, political and cultural
contexts. Human responses do not always purport to avert land degradation, even in affected
areas, if society prioritizes other goals such as industrial and tourism development, energy
production, etc. Positive responses expressly aim to halt the deterioration of land resources
and to promote human and environmental welfare.”
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LEDDRA argues that sustainable land management practices are those that preserve the
capacity of human‐environment systems to satisfy present development goals without
foreclosing future development options. Identifying such practices requires thorough
understanding of how population structure and dynamics, education, skills, and competences,
social organization and relations, economic structure, spatial relations, administrative
organization, policies, and culture interact at the regional and the community level, as well as
across levels, to directly and indirectly affect the choice and effectiveness of land use and land
management practices.
Key to the success of management and policy interventions is cooperation among formal and
informal stakeholders on the same level and across levels. The celebration of the
International Year of Cooperatives in 2012, that highlights the beneficial contribution of
cooperatives to socio‐economic development, poverty reduction, employment generation and
social integration, further underlines the importance of cooperative arrangements in
furthering the pursuit of protecting land resources and of achieving ZNLD.
Mr. Gnacadja, Executive Secretary of the UNCCD, notes: “Sustainable land management is the
vaccine to land degradation and desertification. There are many methods that are already
successfully employed by some communities in the world. We need to disseminate these
practices and make sure that governments promote and support sustainable land use at all
levels.”
LEDDRA research is supporting the ZNLD goal of the UNCCD. LEDRRiS, a web‐based
Information System, is set up with the purpose of sharing and disseminating the findings of
LEDDRA in ways that suit the diverse interests and needs of different types of stakeholders.

For more information about LEDDRA see:
LEDDRA website http://leddra.aegean.gr
LEDDRIS (Information System) http://www2.aegean.gr/leddris
Contact: Prof. Helen Briassoulis, email: e.briassouli@aegean.gr
See also the May 2012 UNCCD policy brief on “Zero net land degradation”:
http://www.unccd.int/Lists/SiteDocumentLibrary/Rio+20/UNCCD_PolicyBrief_ZeroNetLandDeg
radation.pdf

