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RISING EUROSCEPTICISM MUST BE
A WAKE-UP CALL

FOR EUROPE
Growing euroscepticism in Europe
should be a wake-up call for clear and
concerted action if we wish to preserve
our Union for the next generation.

Following the economic and financial
Guy VERHOFSTADT
crisis, the collective failure of the EU
President of the Alliance
Member States to restore confidence
of Liberals and Democrats
in the banks and the markets, to invest
in the European Parliament
in growth enhancing measures and
to create real prospects for job creation is clearly undermining
popular support for politicians at all levels and creating space for
populists and eurosceptics to sow dissent.
Eurosceptics are wrong to seek to roll back 70 years of integration
leaving every nation state adrift to fend for themselves. When the
sea is rough it is safer to be in a large ship than a small boat.
This is no time to give up on the European Union. All the major
policy challenges of the 21st century require us to work more
closely together, not against each other. But EU leaders and
Heads of Government also have a duty not to shirk their own
responsibility to ensure that the commitments undertaken at
summits, for example to urgently create a full banking union,
become a reality.
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for Europe
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In January, we want to put focus on fur
and fur farming for a few days.
We will show you the opportunities
and challenges of the European fur
business. Come and meet the yaysayers, the nay-sayers and everyone in
between, when we discuss and display
animal welfare, ethics, sustainability,
socio-economics and the future of fur
on the 3rd floor of the European
Parliament, ASP building.
Everyone is invited.
We look forward to seeing you.
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The Eschatia stream before

The Eschatia Stream Flood Control Project

The Eschatia stream during

The construction works

A major infrastructure project in athens
Designed to improve the local environmental,
Social & economic conditions

T

he Eschatia Stream Flood Control (ESFC) Project concerns the
Eschatia river basin in Western Attica. The basin covers 110km2
extending from Mt Parnitha to the Kifissos River in the highly
depressed western suburbs of the Athens Metropolitan Area. The
ESFC Project addresses the serious flood problems of this area and
thus promotes the improvement of the local environmental, social
& economic conditions. It comes as no surprise that this Project
enjoys a strong social and political support. The 198M€ ESFC Project
involves flood control works along the Eschatia stream (8,1km)
and parts of the Eschatia’s tributaries: Pikrodafneza (1,5 km) & Ag.
Georgios (0,20 km).

In the present funding period 2007-2013, part of the ESFC Project,
namely “The Settlement of the Eschatia Stream – Part 1 (from the
Ilion Square up to the Efpyridon conduit junction)” is co-financed, as a
‘Major Project’, by the Cohesion Fund & the Greek State through the
O.P. “Environment & Sustainable Development”. The realization of
this 84M€ 1st Part of the ESFC Project concerns the downstream area
in the densely populated suburbs of Athens, Ilion, Kamatero & Ag.
Anargyroi, with a total population of 134.000 people. The project is
expected to be completed by the end of 2015. The rest of the project
(the Eschatia‘s upstream area) will be implemented in a subsequent
funding period.
Administrator of the project is the Ministry of Infrastructures. The
34months, 72.7M€ (incl. VAT 23%) contract signed on July 25, 2012
following tendering procedures. The contract works involve the
construction of:
•

a 3.3km long closed rectangular twin culvert
•

new sewage pipelines with a total length of 2.1km
•

construction & operation of a pumping station with nominal
flow rate 2,340m3/hr

•

the replacement of an old railway bridge with a new one made
of reinforced concrete, with a 23.75m span
•

a 410m long rainwater pipeline

Ministry of Env & climate change.indd 1

So far, the progress of the works has been according to the initial
contract work plan and the overall expenditure has risen up to 35M€.
Apart from the above-mentioned contract works, this project includes
landscape arrangements above the settlement constructions
with simulation of the actual stream, as well as, all the necessary
complementary works: public utility networks displacement works,
archaeological excavations and expropriations.
The completion of the settlement of the Eschatia downstream
Project will set a solid base for a dramatic life improvement in the
western Athens Metropolitan area.

O.P. ‘ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABLE
DEVELPOMENT 2007-2013’Managing Authority
34 Aeroporou Papanastasiou,
11527 Athens
www.epperaa.gr
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Greek presidency faces ‘one of the most
challenging periods for Europe’

T

he forthcoming fifth Greek presidency of the EU council, officially commencing on 1 January
2014, coincides with one of the most challenging periods for Europe. It also signals a significant
opportunity for both Greece and the European institutions to decisively address the demanding
problems of our union.
Greece has achieved an unprecedented fiscal adjustment leading to a primary budget surplus,
while she has managed to substantially improve her current account. However, the austerity-driven reforms
have levied a serious burden on the shoulders of its citizens; prolonged recession has become the enemy of
social cohesion as it triggers extremism and suppresses the growth potential of the country.
In Europe, surging unemployment and anaemic growth widen the divide between the stronger and the
weaker economies. As the middle class suffers from cuts in social expenditure and its incomes, extremist
and populist parties amplify their voice and capitalise on public skepticism. More austerity policies will
spark more political tension and will be rejected by European citizens en masse. Thus, only a decisive shift
to economic growth, jobs creation and an emphasis on social solidarity can restore Europe’s lost credibility.
A closer, better coordinated, more democratic and social Europe is the answer to widespread skepticism
against European and national democratic institutions.
Hence, times call for an efficient, rather than symbolic, presidency over the council of the EU. Greece
has identified four major policy areas that constitute a pragmatic answer to Europe’s ailing cohesion: jobs
creation to enhance growth and social cohesion, further economic and monetary union, management of
migration-mobility and promotion of maritime affairs.
At this critical crossroads for the European project, leadership, knowledge, experience and vision are
required to rejuvenate the fundamental values of our union. It is now in the hands of the European and
Greek leaders to conclude this presidency with successful decisions and policies that will revitalise the
economy and the politics of the EU while they will provide its citizens with credible and sustainable political, social and economic alternatives
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ON THE COVER | Greek EU council presidency
Greek minister of state for EU affairs Dimitris Kourkoulas is optimistic that Greece can “reflect the spirit of the times” as the country takes
over the EU’s rotating six-month presidency. Kourkoulas kicks off our
Greek presidency special issue by saying that “Europe needs to move
forwards not backwards”, adding, “We need more integration, not less”.
The minister continues, saying, “ We need good jobs and sustainable
growth and we must ensure that our policies are aligned with these
popular demands”. According to the Greek official, unemployment is
the most pressing issue stemming from the present economic crisis, the
repercussions of which he describes as “troubling”. Kourkoulas also emphasises the importance of maritime
industries, not just for Greece, a “traditional maritime country”, but also for “Europe as a whole”. Greek
presidency pages 24-71

Email: emilie.Saint-Cyr@dods.eu

16 December 2013 PARLIAMENTMAGAZINE 7

07 PM.indd.indd 5

12/12/2013 19:23:08

OLAF

Dalligate investigation
‘tainted’ by biased, flawed
and unethical behaviour
Olaf director
‘simply not
telling the truth’
over claims that
EU’s anti-fraud
office followed
all legal
requirements,
says Ingeborg
Gräßle

H

aving read the recent article in the Parliament
Magazine ‘Olaf has ‘constantly delivered’ for EU
taxpayers’ written by Olaf ’s director general, it
seems that Giovanni Kessler has a special relationship with facts and reality. Since 2008, the EU
courts have not found Olaf in breach of any provisions concerning fundamental rights, or so he argues. However, bearing
in mind the length of court cases, especially the European
court of justice, it is not his work that has so far been assessed
by the courts, but that of his predecessor.
Since 2011, when the current Olaf director general took
office, the first problems concerning his notion of office
bubbled up during the John Dalli affair. But he is simply not
telling the truth when he says that “Olaf has conducted its
administrative investigations in respect of all the relevant legal
requirements” and that the “same high standards
of respect for procedural guarantees and fundamental rights were applied in the case involving
former commissioner John Dalli”.
We already know that the supervisory committee (its rapporteur was a judge) reported in its
opinion to the institutions significant breaches
of law (illegal recording of one telephone-call,
illegal searches, illegal hearing of witnesses), breaches of internal rules and regulations, sloppy investigation steps and the
intentional bypassing of the supervisory body. The director
general of Olaf was part of the team which acted in this way.
We further learned from a court hearing in Malta, that the
director general of Olaf also violated significant ethical rules
and legal/administrative principles both during and after his
interview of a female witness in Portugal.
Moreover, we know today that the director general of Olaf
did not provide the correct version of important details concerning the so-called Dalligate affair at an in-camera hearing
of the budgetary control committee in the European parliament. In further meetings he in fact stepped into his own
contradictions. The entire Dalli investigation is tainted by
obviously biased, flawed and, in parts, highly unethical behaviour directly conducted by Giovanni Kessler.
These flaws uncovered by the supervisory committee, were
mentioned in the Maltese courts and have been confirmed by
leading police officials in Malta, and they can be found in the
publically available Olaf report. It almost appears to be of a

“It seems that
Giovanni Kessler has
a special relationship
with facts and reality”

Ingeborg Gräßle
is a member of
parliament’s budgetary
control committee

grotesque nature what the Olaf director
general has to say in that regard.
His rebukes of his critics must be strongly rejected. This case
did not shift “from a judicial forum into the political arena of
the European parliament”, as the director general wrote. It is
not the investigated case which is discussed in parliament, but
rather Olaf ’s failures.
The political scrutiny over these failures is especially important in our respectable democracy particularly when Olaf ’s
own supervisory body raises the red flag. The director general
cannot act in detachment from the law – until a court tells him
that. He must respect the law as everybody else has to. That
is what parliament has been constantly telling him. However,
unfortunately, I note with much regret that active and careful
listening does not seem to have been a requirement in the
director general’s job description. He might also have missed,
while blabbing his way throughout Europe, that in 2013
alone the European ombudsman found three instances of
maladministration in Olaf. In all three cases, the ombudsman
criticised Olaf for its failures to respect procedural guarantees
and fundamental rights of whistleblowers.
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2050

BY
WE NEED TO INCREASE
PRODUCTION BY

70%
9 billion reasons
to talk about crop protection
Feeding the world’s growing population – expected to reach 9 billion people by 2050 – is one of the
greatest challenges we face. Doing it sustainably – adapting to and mitigating the impact of climate
change, preserving water and land space, protecting the environment – will be more important than
ever.
Meeting this challenge requires more than just simple answers or political slogans.
We need a wide-ranging discussion about how innovative technologies and practices can help to feed
the world while safeguarding public health and ensuring an efficient use of natural resources. The safe
and sensible use of pesticides is an integral part of modern, sustainable agriculture.
Let’s have a reasonable debate about how crop protection technology is already part of the solution.

www.ecpa.eu
www.hungry4change.eu
www.twitter.com/cropprotection
www.facebook.com/cropprotection

ecpa.indd 1
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FUR IN GREECE
For centuries, Greece has been a European stronghold in fur manufacturing with a large number of family-run furriers and
fur shops. However, in recent years, Greece has become the one to watch in fur production as well. In 2013, Greece produced
1,2 mio. mink skins which is more than double the amount of mink skins produced the year before.
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Source: Figures from Hellenic Fur Federation and Greek Fur Breeders’ Association. The farm numbers for 2014 are an estimate from the Greek Fur Breeders’ Association.
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Opinion

In every issue of the Parliament Magazine, we voice an
opinion of a stakeholder about the European fur sector.

RODI KRATSA-TSAGAROPOULOU
Group of the European People’s Party
(EPP), Greece

Does fur farming represents an interesting option
for economic development in rural areas?
Definately yes. First of all, more than 91% of
E.U. territory is rural and over 56% of the
population lives in rural areas and seeks
employment opportunities. Fur farming could
offer significant opportunities in boosting
entrepreneurship and employment at local level.
In many cases the fur production is a major
rural activity with links to the tradition, therefore special encouragement should be given,
especially in the case of Greece.
What is the most important argument against the
production of fur?
I do not understand the ideological approach
and the violent reactions towards the fur
production. But I do understand consumer
concerns over e.g. animal welfare standards.

Export

Full interview at furinformationcenter.eu

Right now
The first two fur auctions of season 2013/2014
have been kicked off. Kopenhagen Fur
commenced the season with the December
auction on the 14th-16th of December and the
Saga Furs auction will begin on the 19th of
December. The auction season will offer the
largest selection of approx. 35 million fur skins.

€ 235,618,115
worth of fur garments
Russia import

45,1%

The European Fur Information Center is founded
by EFBA (European Fur Breeders Association)
and IFF (International Fur Federation) to create
awareness and knowledge about the fur sector
in Europe based on openness, transparency and
verified facts.
Please contact us, if you need any information
about the European fur sector.
T: +32 2 209 11 70
W: furinformationcenter.eu

of the Greek fur export
(worth € 101 m)
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EU-UKRAINE

EU must give ‘response’
to Ukraine situation
Ukraine’s
response to
a possible EU
association
agreement
showcases
the need for a
more individual
approach for
the eastern
partnership,
says Paweł
Robert Kowal

Paweł Robert
Kowal is chair of
parliament’s delegation
to the EU-Ukraine
parliamentary
cooperation committee

T

he third summit of the eastern partnership was not
a disaster. The initialling of the agreements with
Tbilisi and Chisinau and the announcement of the
abolition of visas for Moldovan citizens are tangible
achievements of the partnership project. In the case of
Ukraine it was not possible to reach a successful conclusion to
association talks. After almost five years of operation, we know
the weak points of the eastern partnership and what should
be changed. The case of Ukraine has exposed the biggest
problem of the eastern dimension of the European neighbourhood policy – a lack of an individual approach to each of its
six countries.
One can look perversely at the results of the Vilnius
summit – the lack of agreement with Ukraine brought about
an unexpected mobilisation of Ukrainian society. Who would
have thought that the third gathering in Maidan square in the
history of Ukraine – the first in 1990 led to the resignation
of the prime minister Vitaliy Masol, the second in 2004; a
repetition of falsified presidential elections – would concern
Ukraine’s European choice. The Ukrainian revolution – how
else can we describe a three-week occupation of the centre of
the capital city – is already successful. Ukrainians have proven
the fact that the legacy of the Soviet Union is not hereditary.
Deceived by the authorities, organised under the slogans of the
pro-European political opposition, they show their displeasure.
Politicians have little participation in
what is happening on the main square
of Kiev. Students and youngsters are the
most important part of Maidan and they
are ready to show their independence
and non-conformism, but also selforganisation and discipline. The events
that we see are civil society in a nutshell.
Those who once stood in the cold under
EU flags will not be easily tempted by
the Kremlin.
Now we cannot lose sight of Georgia
and especially Moldova. These
countries will soon be a touchstone for the effectiveness of
EU policy, not only in the east,
but foreign policy in general.
The initialling of the associa-

tion agreements with the EU by states recognised by Russia
as ‘near abroad’ have to meet with protest from the Kremlin.
Moscow has the tools to show its discontent, starting with economic measures. Without financial support from the EU, the
pro-Europeans among the Moldovan authorities saying that
one has to fight for a European perspective may be insufficient.
Quickly, even before the end of this term of the European
parliament, we should sign the initialised agreements and even
implement them in selected parts. Moldova and Georgia will
become an example that will mobilise other countries in the
region to carry out reforms and it will show their societies that
these pro-EU efforts are seen in Brussels.
Second, we need to keep our word on the abolition of visas
for Moldova and make credible promises to Georgia and
Ukraine, stating a possible date of visa abolition. We can start
with issuing only long-term, multi-entry visas. With each
country we have to develop a plan of response to possible pressure from the Kremlin, particularly in the economic sphere – a
confidential task for diplomats – as well as to them to respond
to these problems. The EU should also consider opening the
common market for certain goods like wine and food products.
Maidan reminds EU elites that politicians are not the only
group that can decide on their choice of neighbours in eastern
Europe. Young people without the ‘bite of communism’ have
become a specific partner. It’s time for the EU’s response.

“Those who once stood in the
cold under EU flags will not be
easily tempted by the Kremlin”
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51% of people think they are going
to have to work beyond their normal
retirement age to fund their retirement.*
For more research and statistics visit
www.aviva.com/research-and-discussion

Contact details

Gordon Mead
Senior Public Policy Manager, Europe and International
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7662 0462
Email: gordon.mead@aviva.com
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INSURANCE REGULATION

EU’s Solvency II legislation
‘finally on track’
An event in
parliament
has heard that
new EU-wide
insurance rules
have finally
been agreed
and the test
now is to
ensure they are
implemented
on time. Martin
Banks reports

T

he roundtable, co-organised by the Parliament
Magazine, focused on a law known as Solvency II
and Omnibus II, a recast of several EU directives.
A packed audience of industry experts, MEPs, commission representatives and stakeholders was told the
recent agreement on Solvency II had finally brought an end
to the “uncertainty” which has been hanging over the sector
for many years.
Hosting the breakfast debate in parliament, German MEP
Burkhard Balz welcomed the deal thrashed out on 13
November between parliament and member state representatives which concluded a 13-year legislative marathon. He said
that the day before the roundtable – organised in association
with Aviva – parliament’s economic and monetary affairs committee had backed the trialogue agreement. The reform is to be
phased in from January 2016, but top insurers like Prudential,
Aviva, Axa and Generali have already spent millions of euros
in preparation.
Balz, an EPP deputy, told the discussion, “It is certainly a

relief for everyone that the amended Solvency II legislation is
finally on track. Our efforts led to a positive result with reasonable and effective solutions.” Describing the agreement as an
“essential step forward”, he also cautioned that there was “still
much work to be done to get Solvency II running”. The MEP
warned, for instance, that the new regulatory requirements
and technical standards “have to reflect the characteristics” of
SMEs. He said an “important achievement” of the Omnibus
II legislation was the “enhancement of the principle of proportionality”. As European insurance markets are “highly
fragmented”, the EPP member also warned that it will “take
some time” to achieve harmonisation and comparability. But
he voiced confidence that the Omnibus II law was a “good
starting point” to progress on remaining issues, in particular
on technical specifications and preparatory steps to be taken
by the supervisors.
Another speaker, Stuart Robinson, financial risk director
for Aviva, said his company supported the aim of the reforms,
telling the debate, “The agreement removes regulatory uncer-
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tainty and we believe it is a robust deal that will deliver a stable
European insurance sector for customers across the EU. He
added, “Insurance helps people to manage risks in their lives
and save for the future – it is a cornerstone of modern society.
So it’s important that the economic system is not disrupted
by the disorderly failure of a firm and that policy holders are
protected.” But he voiced some concern about the possible
outcome of the ongoing negotiations on international capital
standards for the industry sector. Robinson, who is also Aviva’s
Solvency II programme delivery director, added, “The purpose
of such change and the added value sought for customers,
economic activity and financial stability need to be very clear.
By 2019, my firm could easily end up having to comply with
six capital standards. Prudential standards are meant to make
firms safer. But what will happen if firms have to comply with
five or six? Both firms and regulators need clarity, not many
potentially inconsistent standards.” He went on, “Perhaps my
biggest concern is that Solvency II could be superseded after
only three years. Solvency II comes into effect in 2016, but the
new international capital standards come into effect in 2019.
Will they be consistent with Solvency II? No-one has a clear
picture at this stage.”
A commission representative, Steven Ryan, of the executive’s internal market and services DG, attempted to address
this and other concerns. Focusing on the global context of the
current reform process, Ryan, currently deputy head of the
insurance and pensions unit, said plans for international capital
standards presented both an opportunity but also a threat.

The threat, he suggested, comes if the outcome of the current
international discussions is “incompatible” with Solvency II.
He said, “The commission is very aware of these and other
risks and that is why we are taking a step-by-step approach.
The number one aim from the international discussions has
to be something that is compatible with Solvency II without
requiring radical change.”
Offering the regulator’s viewpoint was Susanne Rosenbaum,
counsellor to senior management at the European insurance and occupational pensions authority (EIOPA). She also
welcomed the new rules, saying they brought “much-needed
clarity” to the sector and pointed out that the organisation
had already issued guidance for insurance firms to be ready for
implementing Solvency II by
2016. She said, “The big challenge now is implementation
of these new rules and frameworks. If this is going to

“It is certainly a relief for everyone
that the amended Solvency II
legislation is finally on track”
Burkhard Balz

Setting the benchmark
The conclusion of the political negotiations on the Omnibus II directive was a major achievement in advancing
European insurance and reinsurance regulation.
We were able to agree on effective and practicable solutions that shall enable insurance and reinsurance
companies to continue offering long-term products and to keep acting as long-term investors, even if the market
conditions are as complex as they are today.
The directive will take account of the specificities of national insurance markets with their long-standing commitments towards policyholders. The diversity in insurance and reinsurance markets with a variety of undertakings
of a different size, complexity and product range is an asset that shall remain in the Solvency II-world. The directive
will at the same time establish truly European rules for insurance and reinsurance business in the European Union,
with the primary objectives to enhance policyholder protection, financial stability and competition in the EU insurance markets.
I consider it essential that we move forward at the European level, in particular for the following reasons, First,
the existing fragmentation in European insurance markets is a well-known fact. An increasing level of fragmentation
would clearly be to the detriment of European undertakings with cross-border business. With a firm and ambitious
timetable for Solvency II now at hand, it should be our common goal to progress quickly in order to finalise our
European regulatory framework and to adopt delegated acts in line of what has been agreed on the level of the
directive.
Second, the current initiatives on the international level aim at establishing global capital standards for insurance groups. A parallel system of various capital requirements that might deviate significantly from Solvency II principles is a development that raises concerns. Solvency II shall remain the benchmark for our European companies.
I therefore encourage the commission and EIOPA to keep advocating the Solvency II approach on a global basis.
Burkhard Balz is parliament’s rapporteur on the Omnibus II directive, the amending directive to
solvency II
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A valuable discussion
I was pleased to be able to thank European policymakers for their hard work on
securing a pragmatic agreement on Solvency II. November’s agreement removes
regulatory uncertainty and we believe it is a robust deal that will deliver a stable
European insurance sector for customers across the EU. It was good to see that
the other speakers agreed on the need for quick agreement on level two technical
measures, with consistent national implementation. The compromise text took a
lot of work, so implementing measures should be made in the spirit of the political
agreement and not fundamentally reopen debates.
Europe has made great strides in developing insurance regulation, but policy is
increasingly being made at the global level. This year the financial stability board
designated nine insurers, including Aviva, as “globally systemically important”. These
firms will be subject to new regulation and new capital standards.
Aviva supports the aim of these reforms. Insurance helps people to manage
risks in their lives and save for the future – so it’s important that policy holders are
protected from firm failure.

“Insurance helps people to
manage risks in their lives
and save for the future
– it is a cornerstone of
modern society”
Stuart Robinson

On top of capital standards for systemically important firms, a global insurance
capital standard is being developed to apply to all large insurance groups. By 2019,
Aviva could actually have to comply with six capital standards. Prudential standards
are meant to make firms safer. But what happens if firms have to comply with five or
six? Both firms and regulators need clarity, not many potentially inconsistent standards. The clear message I took away from this event is that European policymakers
understand the need for international capital standards to be consistent with
Solvency II and are already working to make this happen. This is good news. Overall,
it was a valuable discussion which showed the importance of getting insurance
regulation right.
Stuart Robinson is financial risk director for Aviva

EU rules and global standards
While the newly-agreed Solvency II framework for insurance regulation is being implemented in the EU, international
discussions are going on regarding, not one but two global capital standards for insurers, the first for globally
systemically important insurers (G-SIIs) and the other for a wider category of internationally active insurance groups
(IAIGs). At the instigation of the financial stability board, the international association of insurance supervisors is
working first of all on a basic capital requirement (BCR) for G-SIIs, with a deadline of late 2014, and subsequently
on capital rules for IAIGs, with a target of 2016.
This represents both an opportunity and a threat for the EU. An opportunity, as we can leverage the recent
agreement on Solvency II to influence the international discussions. A threat, because of the risk of an outcome
inconsistent with Solvency II. We understand that global rules cannot be identical with ours, but they should be
compatible, which means modern and risk-based.
Any capital standard has three aspects: calculation methodology (valuation of assets and liabilities), calibration (where to set the threshold of required capital), and the consequences triggered by breaching the threshold
(recapitalisation or other). Even if these are set in a manner broadly compatible with Solvency II, the resulting
requirements could still be somewhat different from the requirements set by Solvency II.
European insurers are understandably anxious about a multitude of concurrent capital standards, EU and
global. The commission and EIOPA are working to avoid such an outcome. The first test, and our current priority,
is the BCR for G-SIIs, due in autumn 2014. A good result on the BCR will presage well for future discussions on
requirements for IAIGs.
In any case, we do not regard insurers with activities only within the EU as international, as the EU is a single
jurisdiction, and in our view global rules for internationally-active insurers should not apply to them.
Steve Ryan is deputy head of DG Markt’s insurance and pensions unit

“European insurers are understandably
anxious about a multitude of concurrent
capital standards, EU and global”
Steve Ryan
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A tremendous improvement
EIOPA welcomes the agreement on Omnibus II, in
particular the recognition of Solvency II being built
upon a three-pillar approach, giving significant importance to supervisory review processes, supervisory
reporting and public disclosure. We also welcome
the different important roles assigned to EIOPA which
are a signal of the trust of the EU political institutions in EIOPA.
Next steps in Solvency II: In October 2013, EIOPA
issued its guidelines for the preparation of Solvency
II which will be applied during 2014 and 2015.
By these measures EIOPA is preparing supervisors
and undertakings for a consistent and convergent
application of the new risk-based supervisory regime.
The more consistent the preparatory work, the more
efficient the full implementation of Solvency II in
2016.

“Solvency II certainly
represents a tremendous
improvement in the EU
insurance regulatory
framework”
be a success, we have
Susanne Rosenbaum
to achieve a common
starting ground for the system.” Rosenbaum also cited a “lack
of resources” at EIOPA as a potential problem, saying, “We can
only do this with adequate resources. But we have only seven
posts and, with the new tasks and challenges we are taking on
board, that is not sufficient. Hopefully, this will change.”
In a lively session that followed the main debate, Michaela
Koller, director general of Brussels-based Insurance Europe,
asked how “realistic” the timetable for introducing new international capital standards was. In reply, Steve Ryan conceded
that the timeframe was “very challenging”, but said it was still
possible to meet the deadline “as long as we keep things relatively simple”. Lieve Lowet, a partner in ICODA European
affairs, wanted to know about the possible implications of
any new international rules on smaller insurance companies.
Responding, Stuart Robinson said he hoped that, irrespective
of size, the main concern should always be consumer protection. According to Steve Ryan there is “concern” about the
potential impact on smaller firms and policymakers had to

During the next two years, the regulatory phase
will be finalised with the European commission’s
delegated acts and EIOPA’s technical standards
and guidelines. The focus of discussions around the
delegated acts should be on making the necessary
changes resulting from Omnibus II. It is essential not
to reopen old debates as this would put the timing
and the project at risk. EIOPA will publicly consult on
the technical standards and guidelines as soon as
possible in the course of 2014-2015. The timeframe
is very challenging and EIOPA will need to prioritise
its tasks in order to deliver them for a good and
timely implementation.
A more difficult task ahead is to implement all
the regulatory requirements in a consistent way and
to properly monitor the process across the EU. EIOPA
therefore puts a strong emphasis on the promotion
of supervisory convergence and has been already
using a number of tools: participating in the colleges

of supervisors, conducting peer reviews and issuing
opinions addressed to national supervisory authorities. In order to fulfil different tasks assigned, EIOPA
needs to be equipped with adequate resources.
Impact on the insurance sector: Solvency II
certainly represents a tremendous improvement in
the EU insurance regulatory framework. The clarity
over the implementation timetable will remove the
uncertainty that both insurance undertakings and
supervisors were facing, avoid market fragmentation and ensure that the internal market risk-based
framework will be kept. Mechanisms like the matching adjustment will allow industry to offer newly
designed and transparent products while applying
the core traditional insurance management strategy
of matching liabilities with assets. Transitional
measures will ensure a smooth transition to Solvency
II for certain long-term guarantees business underwritten under Solvency I economic and prudential
conditions, avoiding disruptive events while ensuring
the right incentives.
The industry should use Solvency II as support to
adapt to new realities. At this point in time, a strong
risk management is fundamental, especially considering risks stemming from the “search for yield” in a
low interest rate environment. Solvency II will help
to unfold problems at an early stage and will help to
take timely corrective measures. The framework will
ensure that undertakings correctly price any options
and guarantees embedded in the contracts and will
capture the true economic reality of the asset and
liability position of insurers. Also a more diversified
investment policy will be seen and insurers will be
investing only in assets whose risks they can identify,
manage and control.
Susanne Rosenbaum is counsellor to senior
management at the European insurance and
occupational pensions authority

be “very careful” new global standards are not applied to all
European companies. He said, “This is why the issue of proportionality is so uppermost in our minds.” Summing up, Balz
said he hoped the main message to emerge from what he called
a “fascinating” roundtable was that while the new EU-wide
rules on insurance were welcome there was still “much to do”
with their implementation.

Parliament Magazine roundtable events
Thinking of organising an EU policy-focused discussion in Brussels? Let the Parliament
Magazine events team manage your event.
Our roundtable debates are a unique opportunity to bring together MEPs, members
of the European commission, officials from the permanent representations of the EU’s
member states, NGOs, trade associations and other Brussels stakeholders to discuss EU
policy related issues.
To find out more about our events services, please contact emilie.saint-cyr@dods.eu
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EUROPEAN BREWING

EU brewing sector must realise
‘untapped potential’
The importance
of the brewing
sector to
Europe’s
economic
recovery came
under the
spotlight at
the industry’s
annual gala
event. Martin
Banks reports

I

t supports two million jobs, generates €53bn in revenue
for EU governments and, after a period of decline, is on
the road to recovery. Europe’s beer industry is home to
the world’s largest brewing companies and is characterised by its huge diversity. However, the gala in Brussels
on 4 December was told there is still much to do to release the
sector’s ‘untapped potential’. The ‘Beer Serves Europe’ event
heard that, if achieved, this would help address the youth
unemployment crisis in Europe.
Organised by the Brewers of Europe in conjunction with
the Parliament Magazine, the discussion addressed a range of
issues, including taxation, apprenticeships, as well as alcohol
abuse.
But the focus was very much on the contribution beer and
the brewing sector can generally make to job creation and economic growth. This was underlined by two new reports whose
publication coincided with the gathering at the prestigous

Cercle de Lorraine venue.
The first, an opinion adopted on 16 October by the
European economic and social committee (EESC), states that
Europe’s brewers remain ‘global leaders’ and that they have
adapted in the face of an economic downturn. The second
report was commissioned by the Brewers of Europe and seeks
to quantify the sector’s economic impact in each member state.
Opening the event, Demetrio Carceller, president of the
Brewers of Europe, said that apart from the economic benefits,
the sector is a source of highly-skilled labour and also plays a
“key role” in Europe’s social and cultural landscape. He also
said that, after a recent decline, beer consumption was once
again on the increase, as was beer production. His message
was, “We are starting to see the results of our sector’s efforts
to adapt to change, but this is no time to rest on our laurels.”
In a keynote address, Rudy Aernoudt, director of cabinet
for EESC president Henri Malosse, also seized on the same
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“We are starting to see
the results of our sector’s
efforts to adapt to change,
but this is no time to rest
on our laurels”
Demetrio Carceller
theme, telling the gala that since 2008, 1000 more people
joined the “army” of unemployed every single day in Europe.
“It is our responsibility to give the young in Europe a future,”
he said.
“Despite the upturn detailed in The Brewers of Europe
report, there is still a lot of untapped potential in the beer
industry. The question is, how do we release this potential?”
One solution, he argued, was the creation of a “stable tax
regime” for brewers, while another proposal would be encouraging young people to take up a career in the brewing industry.
Following the opening addresses, a panel debate on the
future of the beer sector followed comprising policymakers,
experts and stakeholders. One of the five panellists, Brigid
Simmonds, CEO of the British beer and pub association, told
the audience she agreed more effort was needed to promote
the industry as a career option for young people, saying, “We
have to work hard to get over the fact that it is an industry that
offers real career progression. “We also have to make the case
to the EU and member states that beer is a natural product.
Beer is often connected to a local area and some 90 per cent
of beer is water. It is good for you so people should be encouraged to drink.”
Another speaker, Dana Bachmann, European commission head of unit for vocational training and adult education,
outlined the importance of apprenticeships for young people

looking to enter the trade. She said, “The commission is trying
to mobilise all available EU funds and strengthen apprenticeship systems.”
Further contribution came from Edwin Calleja, a Maltese
national who helped draft the EESC report on the beer sector.
He said the sector was “suffering from the same maladies” as
many other industries in Europe and agreed with other speakers in believing that a job in the beer industry “is one of the
most stable sources of employment.”
The debate also addressed the issue of alcohol misuse and
former Bloomberg TV journalist Judith Bogner, who moderated the event, pointed to efforts in countries like Ireland and
Scotland to introduce minimum pricing on alcohol.
On the abuse issue, Evenepoel said he believes the industry
is generally doing all it can, adding, “You can always do that bit
more I suppose but, also, you cannot stop people doing stupid
things when they have been drinking. You cannot blame the
industry for alcohol misuse.”
Rounding up a lively 90-minute discussion, Bogner asked
the panellists their thoughts on the industry’s future and
Simmonds said she remains optimistic. She ended on an
upbeat note, adding, “The EU and member states need to cut
the red tape that hinders our ability to work and we also need
more government help. But we have got a great industry; one
that I firmly believe has a great future.”
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EU-UK RELATIONS

EU Brexit would turn UK from ‘bad
tenants’ to ‘good neighbours’
What
Eurosceptics
want is to
withdraw
from the
EU’s political
structures while
retaining trade
links, argues
Daniel Hannan

I

have yet to meet a British Eurosceptic who wants to
withdraw from the European market. Such people may
exist but, in all the years that I’ve campaigned against
the current system, I’ve never come across them. What
Eurosceptics want, rather, is to withdraw from the EU’s
political structures while retaining trade links – along the
lines of what Switzerland does, though with some modifications. This point is worth stressing, because supporters of EU
membership have taken to arguing against a proposition that
no one is seriously suggesting, namely the idea that Britain,
a maritime and mercantile nation, should cut all ties to her
European allies.
Jonathan Faull took this line in his article in this magazine
on 28 October and, in doing so, unwittingly made rather a
good case for Brexit. He helpfully listed the various European
states that are, one way or another, attached to the single
market: Macedonia, Norway, Turkey, Switzerland, Andorra,
Iceland and so on. Though each of these states has ties its
with Brussels, and
own deal
though there are
differences
of
detail, Mr Faull
is quite right to
say that all are
broadly covered
by the rules on
the free movement of goods
and services.
So does he,
or
anyone
else, seriously
think that Britain wouldn’t get at least the
same trade access as,
say, Liechtenstein or the
Isle of Man?
The chief difference
between the 28 EU
states and the European
non-members is that,
with the exception of
Turkey, these latter
are in a free trade area

“I have yet to meet a British
Eurosceptic who wants to withdraw
from the European market. Such people
may exist but, in all the years that
I’ve campaigned against the current
system, I’ve never come across them.”

rather than a customs
union. In other words,
while the EU negotiates international
trade accords on behalf
of all its members collectively, the other states
do so individually. Though
the European free trade area
(EFTA) countries generally
parallel the EU’s commercial
accords with third countries,
they are free to go further when
they believe that the EU is being
too protectionist. Iceland and
Switzerland, for example, have negotiated free trade agreements with
China. The EFTA states expect to
conclude a commercial treaty with
India early next year, while the EU’s
own talks with that great and growing
country have stalled.
Of course, if the majority of your trade
is with other EU members, such deals don’t
matter so much. But Britain, uniquely among the
28, sells more to non-EU than to EU states, and the gap
is widening by the month. I can see the appeal of a customs
union when your economy is closely entwined with those
of the other members. If I were, say, Belgian, I’d probably
support the current economic arrangements. But the United
Kingdom is in a different position. Our overseas investment
is overwhelmingly outside the EU, our natural trade routes
link us to more distant continents and our economic cycle is
not aligned to that of the eurozone.
It is sometimes suggested that, if Britain withdrew from
the EU’s political structures, it would face economic sanctions from the other members. I don’t believe it: trade barriers
would be self-defeating. In 2013, the UK overtook France to
become Germany’s single biggest export destination. We run
a structural trade deficit with the EU (though not with the
rest of the world), buying more than we sell. On the day we
left the customs union, we would become easily its largest
market, larger than the second and third largest (the US
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“It is sometimes suggested that,
if Britain withdrew from the EU’s
political structures, it would face
economic sanctions from the other
members. I don’t believe it: trade
barriers would be self-defeating”

and Japan) combined. Why would anyone
want to restrict cross-channel trade?
Unless you believe that other EU states
would act from sheer vindictiveness – which neither I nor
Mr Faull does – all the figures he quotes about the benefits
of the single market become irrelevant. (By the way, that
hilarious statistic about three million British jobs depending on the European market has long since been disowned
by its author: do keep up, chaps.) It’s the other things that
we want to withdraw from: common policies on justice and
home affairs, agriculture and fisheries, foreign affairs and
defence, immigration and asylum, social and employment
law, environmental regulation. Or, rather, what we want to do
is collaborate in these areas intergovernmentally and globally.
Incidentally, there is an overwhelming case for rationalising the cats-cradle of accords that the EU has signed with
Greenland, Monaco, Serbia and so on.
It’s possible to envisage a pan-continental tribunal arbitrat-

ing trade issues,
in the way
that the north
American free
trade agreement or the
association
of southeast
Asian nations
does, leaving
the EU to pursue political integration within that nexus.
Britain might then transition amicably from the EU to the
wider market, possibly followed by one or two of the other
more reluctant current members. The EU would lose a bad
tenant and gain a good neighbour.

Daniel Hannan is
a UK Conservative
and member
of parliament’s
constitutional affairs
commiitte
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UK-EU

EU membership essential
for UK manufacturing
The UK attracts
more foreign
investment
than any other
country in
Europe, but
if it were to
leave the bloc
that would all
change, warns
MEP

I

magine for a moment that you are a foreign investor
looking to set up a new factory in Europe. You would
no doubt consider a wide range of factors: labour costs,
a skilled workforce and high-quality local infrastructure.
But one item would be likely to be top of your list:
unfettered access to the EU, the world’s largest market with a
population of over 500 million relatively wealthy consumers.
The UK continues to attract more foreign investment than
any other country in Europe. In 2012-2013 alone, 170,000
jobs were created or safeguarded by inward investment, a third
of them in manufacturing. Britain’s car industry has thrived
as firms such as Jaguar Land Rover, Nissan and BMW pour
money into expanding their plants. This year, for the first time
since 1976, Britain sold more cars abroad than it imported,
with over 50 per cent of exports going to Europe. The UK
manufacturing sector is now estimated to be creating around
5000 jobs a month, and is set to grow 2.7 per cent in 2014.
From Solihull to Sunderland, Britain’s great industrial engine
is stuttering back into life.
However, this remarkable recovery depends on the UK
retaining its status as a top destination for foreign investment.
And the truth is, if Britain were to leave the EU, its attractiveness would be dramatically reduced. You don’t have to take
my word for it; countless business leaders have spoken out in
recent months to emphasise that EU membership is crucial for
firms choosing to locate in the UK.

Just last week, the managing director of Siemens industry
UK, which employs 13,500 people across the country, warned
that leaving the EU would be disastrous for manufacturers and
could risk making inward investment much harder to achieve.
In my own region of the north east, Nissan has made it
unambiguously clear that it would reconsider its investment if
Britain was no longer an EU member. And the EEF, Britain’s
leading manufacturing organisation, has found that 85 per cent
of its members want to stay in the EU. Ultimately, if we are
serious about rebalancing the economy and turning the UK
back into a successful exporting nation, we must retain access
and influence over what is by far our biggest export market.
That doesn’t mean simply sitting back and accepting the
status quo. Indeed, Liberal Democrat MEPs are determined
that the UK should lead the EU reform agenda, including
through the forging of ambitious trade deals with the Japan
and the US that will give a further boost to exports and jobs.
We understand that the best way to stand up for Britain in
Brussels is to build alliances and reform the EU from within,
not snipe from the sidelines. UKIP and many Eurosceptic
conservatives may claim to represent the national interest, but
they would be willing to throw away our economic recovery in
a misguided attempt to shut Britain off from the rest of the
world. The truth is that it is the Liberal Democrats who are
fighting for British jobs and for our future as an open, prosperous trading nation.

“We understand
that the best
way to stand
up for Britain in
Brussels is to
build alliances and
reform the EU from
within, not snipe
from the sidelines”

Fiona Hall is a member
of parliament’s
industry, research and
energy committee
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Popular parliament deputy Dan
Jørgensen is heading back to his
native Denmark following his surprise
appointment as food and agriculture
minister following Danish prime
minister Helle Thorning-Schmidt’s
mini cabinet reshuffle last week.
Thorning-Schmidt was forced to
remake her ministerial team following the departure of three
ministers over recent weeks. Jørgensen, who last year won the
Parliament Magazine’s MEP award for his work on animal
welfare, replaces Karen Hækkerup, a fellow socialist, who was
promoted to justice minister. Jørgensen had already made it
known that he would not be standing for re-election as an
MEP, preferring instead to focus on national politics.
DR, the Danish broadcasting corporation reported that
it was “certainly a surprise that he’s been appointed now”,
with the broadcaster’s political editor Uffe Tang adding that
“Jørgensen has been able to enjoy a relatively high profile
within the party, even as a member of the European parliament.”
Jørgensen recently wrote in the Parliament Magazine
calling for the creation of an EU animal welfare commissioner arguing, “it’s high time we had a dedicated, proactive and
focused commissioner for animal welfare. As new Danish
food and agriculture minister, Jørgensen now has the opportunity to put his vast experience of animal welfare into
practice. The Parliament Magazine team wishes him well.
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Jørgensen joins Danish cabinet in
‘surprise’ appointment

From the Twittersphere
@Nigel_Farage EFD group co-chair
Nigel Farage

@SJLambrinidis EU human rights
chief Stavros Lambrinidis

We are voting on milk production in
mountain areas.

Today is #HUMANRIGHTSDAY. At European
Parliament in Strasbourg for Plenary
discussion on EU Annual Report on Human Rights in
the World.

@MarianHarkin Marian Harkin MEP
#EP The Harkin Report on the European
Globalisation Adjustment Fund is passed
by huge Majority in EU Parliament. Delighted

@CHedegaardEU Climate action
commissioner Connie Hedegaard

@AlynSmithMEP Alyn Smith MEP

Finally! Sometimes it takes time to get
things moving in politics - but we got it.
#Backloading is now a reality. With a solid majority!

Votes underway in Strasbourg, a wheen
of decisions, many underpinning the EU
acting in the wider world with one voice

@grahamwatsonmep Graham
Watson MEP
Success of #CSDP will be founded less in
bricks & mortar of military HQ and more
in the building blocks & cement of shared purpose
#EUCO #EP

@ER_Korhola Eija-Riitta Korhola
MEP
Today is 11-12-13. The next consecutive
date is in 90 years on 01-02-03. Lets all meet then!

@SharonBowlesMEP Sharon Bowles
MEP
Can’t believe we are fighting even to
say in a recital that sanctions against legal persons
(companies) may be published!!!!! MAD trialogue!

@BarrosoEU European commission
president José Manuel Barroso
1 year on, I think back on #EUNobel w/
gratitude and humility. Despite imperfections, the #EU
inspires & helps the world come together /JMB

@MartinSchulz European parliament
president Martin Schulz

@KGeorgievaEU International
Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid
and Crisis Response commissioner
Kristalina Georgieva

Fully condemn kidnapping of our #Sakharov laureate 2011 Razan Zaitouneh, human rights
fighter, in #Syria. Call for her immediate release

A big heartfelt thanks to @Europarl_EN for passing new
civil protection legislation, making Europe & our world
better prepared 4 disasters

EU criticised over ‘industry’ nominees to food safety board
Brussels-based lobbying campaign group Corporate
Europe Observatory (CEO) has attacked the
European commission for “trying yet again”
to give a seat to the food industry on
the EU food safety authority’s (EFSA)
board. The commission’s DG Sanco shortlisted
Beate Kettlitz, a director for food policy, science
and R&D at EU food industry lobby group
FoodDrinkEurope among the candidates to the management
board of EFSA.
Writing for the Parliament Magazine website, CEO campaigner Martin Pigeon said it is the second year in a row that
the commission had tried to appoint representatives from
FoodDrinkEurope as members of EFSA’s management board.
“Just a year ago, the commission nominated FoodDrinkEurope’s

executive director Mella Frewen. Her appointment
was rejected by the European parliament and
member states out of concerns over the
agency’s independence, said Pigeon, adding,
“Why is the European commission insisting?”
Seven seats on EFSA’s management board
are up for renewal in June next year. The commission has published a list of 23 names, mostly from
national food safety agencies, research institutes and academia
for the European parliament’s consideration and the member
states’ decision. “But four people among those short-listed
also have interests in the food industry,” said Pigeon, contrary,
he warned, to EFSA’s 2011 independence rules. “While DG
Sanco’s decision does not breach any rule strictly speaking, such
a decision is politically incomprehensible”.
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Greek presidency priorities to
‘reflect the spirit of the times’
Dimitris
Kourkoulas
says Greece’s
EU council
presidency
assumes an
important role
in a time of
transition for
the European
Union

O

n 1 January 2014, Greece assumes the rotating
presidency of the EU council. This is an important
role for Greece in what can be described as a transitional phase for Europe. The extent of the debt
crisis and of the associated recession and unemployment has undermined the confidence of EU citizens to the
very idea of European integration. Disenchantment with the
European integration process is growing. Furthermore, social
cohesion has suffered enormously, in particular to the countries
where the effects of the crisis have been more pronounced.
To overcome the hiatus, Europe needs to move forwards
not backwards. We need more European integration not less.
Moreover, we need good jobs and sustainable growth and we
must ensure that our policies are aligned with these popular
demands.

These aspirations are shared by the Greek presidency. We
have formulated our political priorities in order to reflect and
serve these goals. Ultimately, our hope is to contribute in the
reaffirmation of the European project at the hearts and minds
of the people of Europe.
Inevitably, the political priorities of each presidency reflect
the spirit of the times. It is only natural that the thematic
priorities of the Greek presidency will also follow that rule
by focusing on the most pressing issues affecting European
citizens today. To do so, we have decided to focus on the issues
which are most pertinent but also seem to affect the greatest
number of people. To this end, the Greek presidency will focus
on four main thematic areas. First, the promotion of growth
oriented policies in order to boost employment and cohesion.
Second, is the reformulation of the economic and monetary
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union (EMU) architecture, including the establishment of a
banking union in order to streamline monetary policy and to
safeguard the common currency. Third will be a comprehensive review of the immigration, border and mobility policies in
order to reflect the needs of member states and, in particular,
of those who share a disproportional part of the burden. And
finally, is the implementation of a comprehensive initiative on
maritime policy to ensure sustainable growth.
For most member states the most pressing issue stemming
from the present crisis is unemployment. Youth unemployment in particular has multifaceted repercussions which are
particularly troubling.
For Greece, growth and unemployment will be treated as
being structurally interconnected. Our aim is to balance the
necessary fiscal consolidation with the implementation of a
reinforced and realistic compact on growth and employment,
which can be transformed into a multifaceted European
investment programme, with an emphasis on the creation of
new jobs.
Countering the repercussions of the financial crisis in the
eurozone and the new EMU architecture constitute, by definition, part of the priorities of the Greek presidency. The
primary aim here is to safeguard the stability of the common

“Ultimately, our hope
is to contribute in the
reaffirmation of the
European project at the
hearts and minds of
the people of Europe”

The Greek presidency will
have to handle both the
legislative ‘race’ and the
European elections, writes
Richard Bullard
The Parliament Magazine’s

Thought leader
I

Its priorities are: growth, jobs and cohesion,
n less than a month from now, Greece will
further integration of EU and eurozone, migration,
assume the presidency of the Council of
borders and mobility, and maritime policies.
the European Union. Its presidency comes
as the machinery of transition in the EU
Greek diplomats have already been openly
institutions goes up through the gears:
stating that, with limited human and financial
European elections in May 2014, nominating resources, the country will only be able to push
on with some, but not all, dossiers in normal
the new commission president by June and the
council business.
groundwork for the appointment of a new European council president and high representative.
Nevertheless, with more than 250 pending
legislative dossiers to be adopted before the
The European elections themselves create a
very interesting and challenging domestic back- end of the current mandate of the European
parliament – including some
drop to the Greek presidency.
of the most controversial files
With the left-wing op“If Greece emerges
of the past few years – the
position and anti-EU bail-out
party Syriza running neck
from its presidency in Greek presidency already
has a crowded legislative
and neck with the ruling New
credit,
it
will
be
one
schedule to oversee.
Democracy party, the Euroimportant step on its
Data protection, cyber
pean elections could have a
security,
internal telecoms
profound impact not just on
path back to the EU
and energy market policies,
Greek national politics, but
mainstream after the clinical trials, medical deon the EU as a whole.
vices and consumer product
dramatic economic
Senior Greek politicians
safety rules are only some the
will have to perform a deliand social crises of
issues on which it will have
cate balancing act between
to concentrate its efforts to
recent years”
their “duties” as council
conclude or at least make
president-in-office and trying
substantial progress within its
to preserve the stability of the
term in office.
ruling coalition and the country back home.
Even if the Greek presidency is sensibly
Many still remember the country’s last presifocusing
on a tighter set of priorities, it faces a
dency in 2003 when its political achievements
far outweighed expectations. High among these challenging EU and domestic political context.
The 2003 Hellenic presidency managed the
were the adoption of the Thessaloniki agenda,
highly divisive onset of the Iraq war.
which is considered a landmark in the EU’s
Thankfully the challenges this time are less
enlargement process towards the countries of
stark but still substantial; if Greece emerges
the western Balkans.
from its presidency in credit, it will be one imIt is emblematic of Greece’s ‘less is more’
presidency this time round that the government portant step on its path back to the European
has already announced that enlargement is not Union mainstream after the dramatic economic
and social crises of recent years.
being treated as a political priority.

Richard Bullard is executive director at APCO Worldwide, Brussels
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“We aspire to contribute to
the build-up of the foundations
of a fiscal and economic
union in conjunction with the
strengthening of the social
dimension of the eurozone”

Dimitris Kourkoulas is
Greek deputy foreign
minister responsible for
EU affairs.

currency through
the reinforcement
of the EMU and
the ex ante coordination of national policies. In this context, emphasis will be
placed in the promotion of the banking union as the primary
tool for the efficient function of the EMU and a condition
for the reinforcement of trust and liquidity in the European
economy. Moreover, we aspire to contribute to the build-up
of the foundations of a fiscal and economic union in conjunction with the strengthening of the social dimension of the
eurozone. This dimension is particularly relevant given the
demographic and financial crisis of the European social state.
The precarious situation in the immediate vicinity of EU
borders in conjunction with the continuous relevance of
migratory generating events increases the pressure on member
states in a time where there is an urgent need for stability
and growth. The repercussions of these trends are more pronounced on member states in the EU borders under conditions
of recession and high unemployment. In this context, the aim

of the Greek presidency is to enhance efforts demonstrating
the benefits of a comprehensive European approach to the
management of migratory flows in boosting economic growth.
The Greek presidency will focus its efforts in highlighting all
aspects of migratory policy with parallel initiatives to limit the
effects of illegal migration in economic, social and political
terms.
Greece, as a traditional maritime country, understands
and appreciates the opportunities stemming from maritime
activities for the EU economy as a whole. In this context, a
horizontal thematic priority of the Greek presidency will be
the EU maritime policy. The main aim involves the redefinition of maritime policy with the inclusion of all relevant
aspects and not just of those with a narrow growth potential.
The crisis has forced us to reconsider previous practices and
norms. In the process old realities and conventions have been
cast aside while a new reality is emerging. The Greek presidency will work towards the transformation of the EU to a
more inclusive union where Europeans will be able to prosper
while feeling secure.
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IT’S
THESSALONIKI’S
TIME!
The final countdown: A few days to
go before Thessaloniki becomes the
European Youth Capital 2014!

Thessaloniki calls EU
From 10th to 12th of March, Thessaloniki will host the
Greek Presidency’s Youth Event.

O

Being the EYC in a year of European Elections (May
2014), Thessaloniki has the great opportunity to bring
up and shuffle the involvement, participation and
interest of young people to their greatest democratic
right: The right to vote!

ur multifaceted program is ready to kick off. Among
almost 150 events which will take place during
2014 in Thessaloniki there are actions like: the exhibition
“Water as a social good” and the seminar “Media Against
Xenophobia” (January), a meeting on the Future of
Vocational Training in the E.U. in cooperation with
CEDEFOP (February), the joint action with the voluntary
campaign Let’s Do it Greece to clean the surroundings
of the Byzantine walls (April), the simulation of the UN
General Assembly in collaboration with the International
Student UN Model and the University of Macedonia (April),
the seminar “Reclaim the future” (May), the Stratego World
Championship (August), the Night Marathon and the
World Rowing Championships (October), the international
meeting of Erasmus students (November).

Therefore, from March 2014, Thessaloniki-EYC, will run
a big campaign to raise awareness and increase the
youth participation in the European Elections.
The European Youth Capital (EYC) is a title granted
to a European city for a period of one year, during
which it is given the chance to showcase its youthrelated cultural, social, political and economic life and
development.

For more information about Thessaloniki - European Youth Capital 2014 please visit www.thessaloniki2014.gr

T

he Cave of Lakes is distinguished
among the numerous caves of Greece,
as it is a marvellous natural monument
and a rare geological phenomenon;
it comprises of 13 cascaded lakes and
exceptional stalactite-stalagmite complexes. It
is also a remarkable cultural monument with
important anthropological, palaeontological
and zooarchaeological findings.
Styx Waters form an impressive 200m
waterfall. Several myths surround this geosite
with the most prominent to be that of Achilles
turning into immortal after his mother, Thetis,
plunged him into these waters.

NATURAL BEAUTY,
SCIENCE AND MYTHS...
Chelmos-Vouraikos Geopark joined the European (EGN) and
Global Geoparks Networks (GGN) on 2009 and covers an area of
approximately 544 km2. The “crown jewels” among the 22 geosites
of the Geopark, are the Cave of Lakes and Styx waters.
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These exceptional geosites combine, in
an admirable way, ageless natural beauty,
ancient evidence and myths.
Chelmos-Vouraikos National Park
and Geopark
Kalavryta GR-25001. Greece
fdxb@otenet.gr • www.fdchelmos.gr
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Medls:
the new frontiers
of development
speak mediterranean

T

he Mediterranean Life Style project
– Medls- aims at the integrated
development of all the local
resources of Apulia and Greece,
thanks to a team effort involving several
partners.
Leverano is the leading partner which
cooperates with the municipality of
Fragagnano-Ta-, Province of Lecce, Puglia
Institute of Social and Economic Research,
Region of Ioanian Islands, Region of
Epirus, Olympiaki SA, and was funded for
€1,304,250.
€ 978.187.50 of this amount arrive from
ERDF funds the resting € 326,062.50 were
nationally financed.
The project has a lot of purposes, first of all
supporting and promoting the development
of tourism as well as the cultural areas of
Puglia and Greece.

We want to create a common circuit focused
on local excellences and best practices of
the “Mediterranean world” in the matters of
gastronomy, local products, natural resources
and local craft, under a common brand which
is important to introduce ourselves in the
best way, not only to apply to purchasers of
the mediterranean market, but also to all the
partners who believe in this project.
Last important step will be to create two
international exhibitions: one in Italy and
one in Greece, where companies will show
their products and promote their services.
We’ve already carried out the data collection,
data detectors, training, data collection on
children at schools, set up front offices in
Leverano, Province of Lecce, municipality
of Corfu and Ioannina, realized a road show
on May, a three-day event to promote the
project and to provide all the necessary
information to join.

Our staff realized a bilingual website
too, www.mediterraneanlifestyle.eu,
for the presentation of events planned
in the project, in which there are notes,
presentations and images of the partners,
but also addresses, information and
contacts.
In that website you can find all the partners
who will decide to invest in this project
becoming part of the circuit.
There you can also find a common logo
which identifies all, a brand and a Technical
Committee that identifies and verifies all the
requested features that enable to belong to
the great Medls family.
In fact, we realized a brochure including
information, news, messages, photos,
nature and purpose of the project, but
also the typical wealth of Mediterranean
lifestyle that we want to promote, values
like tradition, respect of time, measurement,
sociality. Getting in Medls means for the
town-administrations, to be part of the
identification and design of routes of
tourism promotion, for the companies, to
rely on a single territorial marketing strategy
to intercept an open standing tourism
demand, for citizens, to be part of a special
tourism system that will be shared with
those who choose to spend their holiday in
the Mediterranean, for the tourists finally,
to integrate harmoniously in a land, in its
culture and traditions and among its people.
“The Mediterranean lifestyle, healthy
at the table and in everyday life, has a
strong history and a culture like no other,
thousands of companies which are not
only full of handicrafts work which are
all forerunners of simple and original
principles - affirms the mayor of Leverano,
Giovanni Zecca. From good food, clean
and unpolluted environment, respectful of
every moment of the day to the historicalarchitectural treasures, MedLS will be a
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The name, as well as the geographical
position of this region, indicates mediation,
balance and a lifestyle founded on healthy
and simple values . Pleasure and joy
of life, time to enjoy calmly every little
emotion, light years away from Nordic style,
dominated by a frantic way of living.
The values of Mediterranean lifestyle are
tradition, slowness, temperance, nature,
socializing.

choice. Desired first and then fully enjoyed,
by those who wish to have a different and
possible holiday”.
“In such difficult times for the global
economy – adds Zecca – it’s an impossible
mission to reverse the direction quickly,
but it’s not impossible to give signs and
to offer lead-ins and opportunities. The
Mediterranean Life Style project is a breath
of fresh air, an opportunity that we took
becoming common leading partners, with
our precious partners”.
Mediterranean or Middle Earth, is a
crossroad of peoples, sciences, arts,
thoughts, history.

We don’t have to desire what we haven’t, but
should appreciate what surrounds us. Each
journey, with the body or our mind, should
permit us to return. There where our origins
are, our history and our values of the past.
Thanks to the gradual increase of the speed
the modern man has reached important
milestones but has lost of sight the capacity
to pay attention to others, to have passion
and care that arise from feelings.
The slow conception of life, is a change, the
winning formula, the keystone of
a state of mind which respects the natural
biological rhythm.

space in which to live, simple, modest and
balanced ..
MedLS promotes a balanced relation
between man and nature, an stability that
allows economic development in line
with the preservation and conservation of
environmental resources.
The obsessive hunt of individual freedom
and speed restrict social spaces, sharing,
participation, contamination. Key factors for
the growth of everyone’s path.
The Mediterranean Lifestyle backs to a more
ancient, original, recovery of those values.
Medls is a window on the future of
the Mediterranean economy. It’s an
opportunity: take it!
Fabiana Pacella

The excesses delete the sense of proportion,
leading to a lack of respect for ourselves and
for the world around us. To restore the sense
of proportion means recovering an adequate
Contacts:
Major:
Avv. Giovanni Zecca
tel. 0039 0832 92 34 30
E-mail: sindaco@comune.leverano.le.it
Project Manager:
Dott. Davide Cuna
Tel. 0039 0832 92 34 12
E-mail: segretario@comune.leverano.le.it
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LATEAU (www.plateau.gr ) is an active member
of the Hellenic Platform for Development
(Greek NP) (www.hellenic-platform-dev.gr)
and CONCORD (www.concordeurope.org), the
European NGO Confederation for Relief and
Development. Plateau’s members are actively involved
in the European Agenda for Development through their
participation in CONCORD Working Groups and the design
and development of the EU Greek Presidency Project titled
“Development and Democracy – Recognizing CSOs as
incubators of participatory democracy and international
solidarity”, financed by EuropeAid and expected to be
implemented by the Greek NP (January – December 2014).
The objective of the referred project is to strengthen the
effectiveness and impact of Greek Development NGOs
in mobilizing the public and increase their participation
and influence in policy making, in respect to the post
2015 European and global development agenda and the
momentum of the European Elections.
PLATEAU has been established and operated by a staff with
an average of 13 years experience in implementing EU and
UN funded projects that promote democracy and human
rights, sustainable development, support civil society

BEYOND

Established in the framework of the FP7REGPOT-2012-2013-1 Coordination and Support Actions,
the BEYOND project aims at conducting cutting edge
interdisciplinary research, by Building a Centre of
Excellence for Earth Observation based monitoring
of Natural Disasters in South-Eastern Europe.
BEYOND foresees to increase its access range to the wider
Mediterranean region through the integrated cooperation
with twining organizations in Europe and USA. BEYOND
Center of Excellence is hosted at the National Observatory
of Athens. The operations of BEYOND officially started
in June 2013, and will last for the next three years. The
approved EC budget contribution is 2.305.650€.
BEYOND aspires to:
• Incorporate excellence from diverse sciences, as
Remote Sensing, Meteorology, Atmospheric Physics
and Hazard Modelling.
• Exchange know-how with pioneer international
organisations, universities and cooperate with Space
Agencies.
• Set up innovative integrated observational solutions
of the Earth, allowing to a multitude of monitoring
networks, space borne and in-situ, to operate in a
complementary, unified and coordinated manner.
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Study in Serbia
in the framework
of the project
Enhancing the
Role of Internally
Displaced Women
in the Process of
Integration in
Serbia
capacity building, enable community development and
offer assistance to refugees and IDPs in Southeast Europe
and beyond.
We are currently, for the third year,
-

the CONCORD Aidwatch focal point in Greece,
monitoring and advocating for the official
Development Assistance – DAC/ODA levels, in close
cooperation with the Greek MFA and Hellenic Aid.

-

the representatives of the Greek NP to CONCORD
Working Groups such as Aidwatch Advocacy Group,
Policy Forum, Financing for Development Task Force,
Multi Annual Financial Framework, Beyond 2015,
Policy Coherence for Development and European
Elections task Force.

-

participating in the UNDEF funded project “Enhancing
the Role of Internally Displaced Women in the Process
of Integration in Serbia.”

•

Transform the observations to added value products
ready for down-streaming to specific societal needs
for disaster management.
Deliver online observations and higher level
products to stakeholders, scientists and institutional
users.

•

Launch of AidWatch Report
21 11 2012

Mr. Fotis VLACHOS,
Chairman PLATEAU
fotis.vlachos@plateau.gr
www.plateau.gr

BEYOND Research/Service Portfolio: The BEYOND
portfolio covers a broad spectrum of natural disaster
phenomena, such as earthquakes, volcanoes, extreme
weather events, floods, fires, fire smoke and toxic gasses
dispersion, emission concentrations, dust storms, air
quality aspects and their impact to human health.

BEYOND Project
Coordinator
Dr Haris KONTOES,
Remote Sensing PhD,
Research Director of NOA
e-mail: kontoes@noa.gr

Monitoring volcanic activity from space

For more information
http://beyond-eocenter.eu

12/12/2013 18:30:00

COVERSTORY

Athens plans EU ‘economic and
political partnership’ boost

E

uropean governments and the EU institutions have
been working hard since 2009 in order to prevent
an economic meltdown that could put in danger the
eurozone’s stability and could eventually transform
into a major European political problem.
This herculean task has been extremely difficult both for
European nations and their governments. The ongoing efforts
have caused major economic and social problems in almost
every country in Europe, especially to the countries that were
called to implement economic adjustment programmes.
Yet, the first signs of gradual recovery of the European
economy are now visible, following the synchronised efforts
of the EU and the undertaking of initiatives towards the
strengthening of coordination of the member states’ economic
and fiscal policies.
The recent financial crisis has proved that increased
economic policy is necessary for re-building a strong and
sustainable European economy, promoting employment,

investment and growth and enabling a greater degree of convergence between member states.
In a few weeks, we approach the launch of the Greek presidency. Greece will assume the presidency of the EU council
at challenging times for Europe. Despite the ongoing fiscal
consolidation required to return public finances to a sustainable path and the restructuring of the European economies
to improve competitiveness, further work is required in these
areas. Growth is gradually picking up, however, we should
make sure that market fragmentation is eliminated, lending
to the economy is restored and that new jobs – especially for
young people – are created.
Taking up the EU presidency will be a real challenge for
Greece. We will assume our presidency not as a country in
crisis but as a country in recovery. Greece has come a long
way since 2009. Thanks to the sacrifices of the Greek people
and the support of our European partners, not only we have
eliminated the possibility of a “Grexit”, but we have proved

Despite many
challenges,
Greece assumes
the presidency
as green shoots
of economic
recovery are
being seen
across Europe,
says Yannis
Stournaras

“We will assume our
presidency not as a
country in crisis but as
a country in recovery”
16 December 2013 PARLIAMENTMAGAZINE 31

31-32 PM.indd 31

12/12/2013 14:58:30

GREEK EU COUNCIL PRESIDENCY

Yannis Stournaras is
Greek finance minister

that our mutual commitment to the European value of solidarity unites us.
The Lithuanian presidency has successfully advanced and
completed several key initiatives through a complex legislative procedure and I am confident, in the remaining time,
the Lithuanian leadership will achieve even greater progress
by advancing and completing pending legislation and policy.
Building on the work carried out by the Lithuanian presidency, the Greek presidency, assuming the leadership of the
Ecofin council, intends to contribute to the strengthening of
our economic and political partnership. In this context, we
will work towards: further deepening of the economic and
monetary union, with special emphasis to the social dimension, in order to reconcile economic efficiency and social
equity; promoting the banking union as being of critical
importance in seeking to restore confidence, break the link
between banking system and sovereigns and prove to our citizens they can depend on us; managing the fourth European
semester process to ensure reliability of the procedure and
to further promote wide-ranging reforms in the area of
economic policy in member states; strengthening the fight
against fraud and tax evasion to avoid harmful tax practices
and to explore the full benefits of the internal market; and
finally, launching growth policies which support short and
long-term financing of the economy and jobs creation, such
as the commission EIB small and medium sized enterprises
initiative.
During our presidency, we will also build our efforts to
promote the importance of the democratic dimension of economic governance and the parliamentary involvement in the
European semester process. In this respect, I am committed
to attend and provide input to the high level inter-parliamentary conference on economic governance, to be held in
January in Brussels, co-hosted by the European parliament
and the Greek parliament.
We very much appreciate the important role that European
parliament plays in legislating and producing common principles for the people of Europe. Parliament will be a critical
partner in our endeavour and we will spare no effort in
working with MEPs to build a high level of cooperation and
advance pending legislation.
We consider that our pre-presidency engagement with the president of the European
parliament Martin Schulz, the conference of
presidents and the different political groups
was extremely useful in enabling us to better
understand parliament’s agenda.
As chair of the Ecofin council, I am looking
forward to address in January, the economic
affairs committee of the parliament, to present
the main priorities of the Greek presidency.

“Parliament will be a critical
partner in our endeavour
and we will spare no effort in
working with MEPs to build a
high level of cooperation and
advance pending legislation”
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NISIOPI

www.lesvosmuseum.gr

LESVOS GEOPARK
Celebrating Earth Heritage
Sustaining local communities

Co-financed by Greece and the European Union - European Regional Development Fund
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Crete and North Aegean Regional Operational Programme 2007-2013
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New in Slovakia:
New job or a great potential of employees
thanks to the labour market internet guide
– Integrated System of Typal Positions (ISTP)

I

n November 2013, the Central
Office of Labour, Social Affairs
and Family of the Slovak Republic
introduced the full functionality of a
new, free instrument for searching
job opportunities job-seekers, instrument
for searching suitable employees
for employers and the instrument for
managing work with job seekers for the
employees of labour offices. The ISTP has
the ambition to become to be the tool of
choice for all the categories of players
mentioned above.
ISTP will thus become the entry point of
the labour market and the point of natural
choice for a citizen considering his/her
career move or an employer deciding to
hire and train employees.
The ISTP lets all citizens (particularly
the job seekers and people seeking
employment) use self-service search for
suitable jobs through comparing the
individual potential of the job seeker
with the entire database of available
vacancies. The result of the process is
the identification of such positions that
the job seeker is eligible for. For those
with no precise idea of their professional
orientation (e.g., pupils and students but
also the members of the general public
who had already joined the labour
market, but currently there is no interest
in their specialisation in the job market,
or, due to their health condition they
are no longer able to do their original
job) the system offers the option to enter
their individual profiles and compare it
with current job offers. At the same time,
the customers will be provided with a
multitude of additional information on
what they should do to be fully qualified
to perform the requested job, or what
they should improve.
All the ISTP users can also dispose with
assorted guidelines, e.g., how to write
a CV, cover letter, job application, how
to dress and behave correctly at an
interview or business meeting.

Ministry or Labour DPS PM AD.indd 1

The labour market is still significantly
influenced by the effects of global economic
issues as well as the development of new
technologies and innovations, which
is directly linked to the requirements of
employers regarding the qualification of
a labour force as well as the differences
between the labour supply and demand.
On the one hand, the Slovak labour
offices register a high number of the
unemployed, on the other one though there
is a short supply of sufficiently qualified
and skilled workforce required by the
current employers and potential investors.
Therefore, the ISTP is an extraordinarily
useful instrument – for both the companies
and people.
Undeniably, the core of any company,
a family business or major international
corporation, consists in their employees. A
company’s success to a large extent hinges
on the quality of its employees. Currently,
almost all the employers can be heard
complaining about the difficulties of finding
a suitable employee who would meet their
criteria. In addition to that, the human
resources staff is directly confronted with
costs cuts and streamlining the processes.
And this is where the ISTP offers a
sophisticated system of matching the
suitable candidates with vacancies. What
does it mean? The employers receive
online information on the best-suited
candidates for the offered jobs and
those who seek the job receive online
information on jobs best-suited for them,
i.e., those their prospective employer
deems them to be sufficiently qualified for.
Of course, it won’t be done manually as
the system, on the basis of requirements
and parameters entered by the employer
generates the list of the best candidates.
The e-mail and SMS notification or the
option of using automated exports of
vacancies from the web sites or systems of
employers will be a matter of course.
The staff of the labour, social affairs and
family offices uses the system for providing

information and advisory services,
professional consultancy and employment
consulting services, as well as recruitment.
The ISTP offers the labour, family and
social affairs office staff the efficient
multifunctional tools for an individual and
differentiated approach to their customers,
beginning with assessing the individual
potential of their customers, including the
creation of an electronic database for
individual persons by designing individual
action plans to support the employment,
providing relevant information related to
career choice, choosing and changing
jobs, recruitment, up to the vision of career
planning. A regular use of ISTP ensures a
significant improvement in efficiency and
quality of work processes and work results.
It also saves time.
As a part of the active approach of
the offices of labour, social affairs and
family staff to the individual job seekers
a significant aid is the Analysis of
individual potential module, developed as
a consultancy tool for customers which,
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using a set of questionnaires facilitates
the description of customers in terms
of their qualification, personality and
health. The employees of the information
and consultancy services are thus able
to set up a unique personal profile of a
customer which is subsequently matched
with the comprehensive data stored in the
Integrated System of Typal Positions. Based
on this logical pairing, the system can
offer the customer a suitable job matching
his/her current abilities and skills.
Subsequently, vacancies can be searched
in three major databases available in the
Slovak internet labour market.
Also useful is the ISTP TV section – the
internet TV covering the world of labour
and education. The video channel is
instrumental in the demanding process of
choosing the right school or career path.
The new internet TV offers videos divided
into a number of categories: secondary
schools and colleges, employers and
jobs. It offers an overview of a particular
educational or labour environments or
labour conditions and reveals how a
particular job or training is performed.
Thanks to ISTP, Slovakia created an
interconnected central database of
personal profiles and professional
abilities f all unemployed persons (with
links to the respective labour offices)
with relevant information based on the
analysis of individual potential of the
unemployed.
This fact will be instrumental in adopting
the effective measures for integrating
the groups of the short- and long-term
unemployed (approx. 400 thousand) in
the labour market activities. The creation
of the central database will facilitate
the optimal adjustment and specification
of the systematic measures in the Slovak
labour market focused on the increase in
employment, preparation and training for
the labour market of the respective groups
of citizens }especially the job-seekers).
Within the meaning of the Government
Manifesto of May 2012, the ISTP will
contribute to improvement in advisory
and consultancy services provided to the
unemployed and those threatened by
unemployment, as well as to employers
through the comprehensive approach
to creating conditions for offering the
right jobs to suitable customers. The ISTP
improves the labour market monitoring
connected with systematic improvement
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of effectiveness of the adopted programs
and measures through the analysis
of the customer’s individual potential.
The practical solutions of the long-term
unemployment are applied by the ISTP
through its structure of active labour
market policy instruments with the aim
of increasing their impact on the specific
target groups. Pursuant to the Slovak
Government Manifesto, the ISTP project is
aimed at aiding young people to find their
first job and their preparation for a smooth
transition to the labour market.
The ISTP ensures the fulfilment of the
current tasks of the employment policy in
accordance with the long-term strategic
objectives of the EU. Through the
determined and systematic resolution of
these demanding tasks the Central Office
of Labour, Social Affairs and Family and
the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs
and Family of the Slovak Republic will
strengthen their position among institutions
respecting and developing the progressive
European trends in caring for human
resources with a particular focus on
reducing the unemployment and meeting
the current objectives of continuing
education.

Marian Valentovic, Director of the
Central Office of Labour, Social Affairs
and Family, Slovak Republic
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Solidarity and shared responsibility
‘more imperative than ever’
Europe needs
a united
approach to the
challenges it is
currently facing,
argues Nikos
Dendias

Nikos Dendias is
Greek public order
and citizen protection
minister

F

air burden sharing and cooperation of the member
states and the EU institutions in implementing an
integrated return policy is considered to be of the
utmost importance to the Greek presidency.
We are living through one of the most important
periods the European Union has ever known in the field of
security, justice and home affairs. A period marked by significant developments, opening new perspectives with direct or
indirect effects on the future of member states and the progress
of Europe. The geographical position of our continent, along
with the fact that the main causes of migration flows to the
EU have not been eliminated, are giving rise to security issues
at a time when our primary objective is to achieve stability and
development.
Given that today Europe is undergoing a severe economic
crisis and reform efforts are being stepped up to create the
conditions for recovery, the need to enhance a common EU
policy in the field of justice and home affairs, based on the
principle of solidarity and shared responsibility with regard to
burden-sharing, is more imperative than ever.
In this context, the field of freedom, security and justice,
which, as it is widely known, is a perennial priority of the
European Union,
is considered to
be of the utmost
importance to the
Greek presidency.
The
Greek
presidency will
focus its efforts
on a European
holistic approach
and management
of the migration

policy, with parallel actions to mitigate the consequences of
illegal migration in the economic, social and political reality
of EU member states. The objective is to further improve the
results of an EU global migration management.
The Greek presidency will work to promote important
issues such as dealing with the burden of mixed migration
flows and improving policies on the return/readmission of
third country nationals with a corresponding increase of EU
funding.
Given that the ‘2010-2014 Stockholm programme’ is
coming to an end, the Greek presidency will also focus its
efforts on defining the strategic objectives and setting the
priorities of the EU in the field of justice and home affairs
for the post-Stockholm era. We consider that the new EU
post-Stockholm guidelines should reflect the principles of
solidarity, shared responsibility and proportionality, as well
as the conditions and the principles laid down in the Lisbon
treaty, especially for those member states that are negatively
affected in various fields.
Greece will also seek to update the “EU action plan on tackling migration pressure – strategic response”, placing particular
emphasis on measures tackling illegal migration, especially
readmission and repatriation, on combating human trafficking and on building an institutional framework for border
management, in cooperation with third countries of origin and
transit involved in migration flows.
Fair burden-sharing and cooperation of the member states
and the EU institutions in implementing an integrated return
policy is considered to be of the utmost importance to the
Greek presidency. Our aim is to place particular emphasis
on measures to strengthen solidarity and burden-sharing to
all member states which are under particular pressure due to
mixed migration flows.
Our aspiration is to implement in an efficient and effective manner the objectives and priorities set
today, so as to create the necessary conditions for a constructive continuation, before
we hand over the EU presidency to Italy in
June 2014. Europe has to stand united and
face the challenges of the most remarkable
attempt in history to ensure peaceful coexistence and create a common path for different
peoples.

“Our aim is to place
particular emphasis
on measures to
strengthen solidarity
and burden-shraing”
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Coordinator:
National Center of
Scientific Research
“Demokritos”.
Contact:
groman@chem.
demokritos.gr

IOLICAP project gathers expertise in the field of
Ionic Liquids (ILs), a generation of thermally stable,
non-corrosive and non-volatile solvents with the
potential to replace amines in post combustion
CO2 capture. IOLICAP implements the necessary
R&T activities to advance the targeted capture
technologies from the TRL3 (applied research), to
the TRL5 (large scale prototype unit-(PDU)) level.
Apart from their use as solvents in mass transfer
columns, ILs are also examined as stable modifiers
of membranes and porous solids to be involved in
versatile Absorption (PSA)/Membrane processes.
IOLICAP consortium, has already conducted
extended studies on the capture performance

and thermophysical properties of ILs. These
studies range from the molecular simulation and
synthesis of new ILs, to the evaluation of their CO2
absorption capacity and rate, density, viscosity,
surface tension, thermal stability and conductivity,
corrosiveness and toxicity. Moreover, two PDUs
have been built at laboratory scale and controlled
environment and measurements have validated
analytical predictions for the capacity of Ionic
Liquids in both processes. Having qualified the
technology, the next step is to build an upscaled
Unit for 5000 Nm3/h of flue gas and make it ready
for first use at the premises of an NGCC Power
Plant in Greece (Lavrio-Attikis). IOLICAP-Grand
agreement no: 283077 (01/12/11-30/11/14).

Beneficiaries:
FRIEDRICH-ALEXANDERUNIVERSITAT ERLANGEN
NURNBERG, SCIENOMICS
SARL, IOLITEC IONIC
LIQUIDS TECHNOLOGIES
GMBH, THE UNIVERSITY
OF MANCHESTER,
TECHNISCHE
UNIVERSITEIT
EINDHOVEN,
PUBLIC POWER
CORPORATION S.A., N
& K KONSTANTINOS
GOLIOPOULOS ATE, THE
PETROLEUM INSTITUTE,
ENDITECH ANONYMOS
ETERIA MELETES KE
EFARMOGES.

A biochip for monitoring HIV-infected
population in the developing world
More than 30 million HIV-infected people live with
limited or no access to therapeutic treatments, mainly
due to the high cost of highly active antiretroviral
therapies (HAARTs) and current diagnostic tests as well as due to the lack
of basic medical infrastructure that can support these tests. The need for
innovative, inexpensive diagnostic instrumentation technology that can
be used to monitor HAART is immediate.
The World Health Organization recommends the CD4+ T-cell count test for
monitoring the clinical status of HIV individuals in the developing world.
Dr. Chronis and his team at the National Center for Scientific Research
‘Demokritos’, Greece, was recently awarded an European Research Council
(ERC) grant to address that global medical challenge. His team is developing
a point-of-care, inexpensive, microelectromechanical systems-based, imaging
platform for counting the absolute number of CD4+ T-cells from 1 μl of whole
blood. Although the proposed platform can replace current expensive cell
counting instrumentation, the goal of the project is to develop a technology
that can reach the end-user wherever limited infrastructure is present and no
access to a hospital or clinic is possible.
Such technology will not only enable to monitor the efficacy of an individual’s
HAART in the developing world, but it will make more medicines available by
identifying patients who need a treatment from patients who do not need it.
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Dr. Chronis
National Center for
Scientific Research
‘Demokritos’, Greece
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Enhancing the European aquaculture
production by removing production
bottlenecks of emerging species, producing
new products and accessing new markets.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION – AIM:
An efficient, sustainable and marketoriented expansion of the EU aquaculture
sector based on new fish species and
products will reduce the dependence of the
EU on imports, reduce the pressure on overexploited fisheries in the EU and explore
new segments and tailor-made products
for the EU market. This is the objective of
a newly approved Collaborative project
named DIVERSIFY, funded by the European
Commission (FP7-KBBE-2013, GA 603121).
The project DIVERSIFY has identified a
number of new/emerging finfish species,
with a great potential for the expansion of
the EU aquaculture industry. Although the
emphasis is on Mediterranean cage-culture,
fish species suitable for cold-water, pond/
extensive and fresh water aquaculture
have been included as well. These new/
emerging species are fast growing and/or
large finfishes marketed at a large size and
can be processed into a range of products
to provide the consumer with both a
greater diversity of fish species and new
value-added products. The fish species to
be studies include meagre (Argyrosomus
regius) and greater amberjack (Seriola
dumerili) for warm-water marine cage
culture, wreckfish (Polyprion americanus)
for warm- and cool-water marine cage
culture, Atlantic halibut (Hippoglossus
hippoglossus) for marine cold-water
culture, grey mullet (Mugil cephalus) a
euryhaline herbivore for pond/extensive
culture, and pikeperch (Sander lucioperca)
for freshwater intensive culture using
recirculating systems.
These species were selected based both
on their biological and economical
potential, and to cover the entire European
geographic area and to stimulate different
aquaculture types. In collaboration with 12
SMEs and large enterprises, DIVERSIFY will
build on recent/current national initiatives
for species diversification in aquaculture,
in order to overcome the documented
bottlenecks in the production of these
species and. Research will be carried out
in the scientific disciplines of Reproduction
and Genetics, Nutrition, Larval and
Grow out husbandry, Fish health, Final
product quality and Socioeconomics. The
combination of biological, technological
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and socioeconomic research planned in
DIVERSIFY are expected to support the
diversification of the aquaculture industry
and help in expanding production,
increasing aquaculture products and
development of new markets. To ensure
the dissemination and implementation
of the new knowledge that will be
developed by the project, a wide range
of dissemination activities have been
planned, targeted both to the aquaculture
production and its associated sectors (i.e.,
food processing and retailing), as well as the
European consumers.

The project DIVERSIFY will be implemented
by 38 Partners from 12 European countries,
with a total budget of 11,8 million € and will
last for 5 years (December 2013 – November
2018). The project is coordinated by
the Hellenic Center for Marine Research
(HCMR), which will carry out research in
all six fish species included in the project,
as well as all the scientific disciplines. The
HCMR is the national research and advisory
body for marine aquaculture, fisheries
and the environment and is recognized
as one of the prime aquaculture research
organizations in Europe.

Besides the technical improvement of
the selected species, the socio-economic
research in DIVERSIFY includes an applied
market development approach solutions
on perception of aquaculture products,
market demand, buyer preferences, new
product development, value adding and
market development. These outcomes
will help the EU aquaculture sector and
the supply industry in targeted marketing
and improvement of its international
competitive position.

Contact details:
Dr. Constantinos C Mylonas, coordinator
Hellenic Center for Marine Research
Institute of Marine Biology, Biotechnology
and Aquaculture
Crete, Greece
Email: mylonas@hcmr.gr
Phone: +30 2810 337878
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Sea is ‘inexhaustible source of
growth and prosperity’ for Europe

G

reece is a country that lies by the water and its
main economic activities are related to the sea. It
has the longest coastline and the biggest number
of islands among our EU partners. The Greek
shipping industry is a world leader and secures
unimpeded flows of trade to and from the EU, since it
makes up 15 per cent of global shipping and 40 per cent of
European shipping.
Based on our tradition and the belief that the sea and our
maritime activities form an inexhaustible source of growth
and prosperity for the whole of Europe, Greece decided to
make the sea one of the pillars of its
EU presidency in the first half of 2014,
hence we call it the maritime pillar
of our presidency which will trigger a
series of horizontal and sectoral policies, to which I will briefly refer.
This gives us the opportunity to
stress the need to promote the competitiveness of the EU shipping vis-à-vis its
competitors outside the EU. This translates, on the one hand, into sustaining
positive measures in favour of our
shipping industry from an economic
perspective and, on the other, into promoting the adoption and application of
global rules through the international
maritime organisation (IMO). The
latter dimension is, we believe, of paramount importance as regards improving
the cooperation
framework
of
member states in
the IMO, so that
their expertise is
used to the benefit
of all.
The
insular
geography of our
country and its
sea tourism are
additional factors
that underscore

our interest in maritime issues. For this reason, the integrated
maritime policy of the EU (the IMP) will be a second main
strand of action. Following the landmark Limassol declaration, we will put forward draft council conclusions to the June
2014 council. In such a policy text, we will provide guidelines
to the European commission’s initiatives in the field of the
IMP actions, namely ‘blue growth’ which includes maritime
and coastal tourism, blue energy, aquaculture, exploitation of
marine mineral resources and insularity.
The dimension of cross-sectoral and cross-border cooperation at sea could be added as a priority. Sea basin strategies,

Greece’s marine
policies can
benefit all
EU member
states, explains
Miltiadis
Varvitsiotis

“The Greek shipping
industry is a world leader
and secures unimpeded
flows of trade to and from
the EU, since it makes
up 15 per cent of global
shipping and 40 per cent
of the European shipping”
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context with related EU policies, such
as environmental, transport, rural and
spatial policies. The aim of introducing
the notion of insularity in EU policies
is therefore to prevent territorial and
thus social exclusion, to avoid isolation
and to offer equal growth opportunities
to our islands.
Needless to say that securing the EU
maritime domain is a essential ingredient in order to realise economic growth
from the sea. Maritime Europe and the
Greek presidency expects with great
interest the joint high representative
European commission’s communication
on a European maritime security strategy, which is currently underway. It will
most likely comprise of both internal,
as well as external, aspects of maritime
security and promote global solutions
in dealing with challenges at European
level, in accordance with international
law and in particular with maritime
legislation.
And last but not least, maritime
security is a ‘hot’ issue that relates to
sea-borne migration. It constitutes an
important field of cooperation within
the EU context and particularly in
the Mediterranean region, especially
because of recent, unfortunate incidents.
Given its obvious importance for the European
economy,
its
social
cohesion and security,
particular importance is
attributed to the regulation on the Frontex
operations, to the monitoring and development
of the proposed actions by
the task force for the Mediterranean, as
well as to the related gradual development of a common information sharing environment on
maritime surveillance.
Our aim is to cooperate closely with all our EU partners
with whom we share the same strategic interests in order
to promote policies that will benefit all EU member states
and ultimately our maritime industries and our citizens. The
EU maritime domain is vast and so are its challenges and
opportunities.

“The EU maritime
domain is vast
and so are its
challenges and
opportunities”

Miltiadis Varvitsiotis
is Greek shipping,
maritime affairs and
the Aegean minister

such as the maritime action plan of the Adriatic and Ionian
strategy will be promoted, once adopted. The cooperation
strand will also include the promotion of Europe’s coast
guard functions forum, which will be supported by the
European Union.
In particular, insularity is the main topic that relates to our
experience as a country with thousands of inhabited islands,
and highlights the wider dimensions of the insular policy in
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Food Safety and Consumer Protection

T

he Hellenic Food Authority (EFET) is the
principal Food Control Body in Greece
supervised by the Minister of Rural
Development and Food. EFET’s activities, which
aim at the protection of the consumer at all
levels, are highlighted as follows:
•

Performance of systematic controls in food
businesses, followed, where needed, by
sampling and analysis of food in its own
accredited facilities or in other collaborating
laboratories.
•

Systematic official controls at all stages of
production, processing and distribution.

•

Technical assistance and support to the
food sector businesses via cooperation with
stakeholder representatives, publications
on Hygiene and Production Practices,
compilation of Training material and
establishment of training frameworks, etc.
•

Food crises management.
•

Coordination of and cooperation with the
other competent authorities at the regional
and local levels.
•

Monitoring, accessing and managing of
health risks related to food, on the basis of
the risk analysis principles.
•

Communication of accurate, science-based
information on food safety, quality and
nutrition issues towards the consumers and
the other sector stakeholders.

Contact point in Greece for:

•

the Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed
(RASFF) (rasff@efet.gr)

•

the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)
(efsa@efet.gr)

Codex Allimentarius (codex@efet.gr);
EFET will coordinate all Codex Allimentarius
Committees during the Greek Presidency
(1st semester 2014).

•

EFET’s personnel consist of scientists with deep
knowledge and extensive experience in the various
aspects of the food sector. A significant proportion
of this personnel hold postgraduate qualifications.
The challenges associated with the economic
depression in Greece and in Europe, overall,
and their possible effect on quality, authenticity
and safety of food products, have strengthened
EFET’s dedication to its mission. To this end,
EFET coordinates and participates in National
and European funded projects aiming at assuring
the safety and quality of food, the work of which
strongly benefits from Europe-wide collaboration.
In pursuance of these objectives, the Hellenic
Food Authority, the Bulgarian Food Safety
Agency and Eurointegra Association, cooperate
under the joint project: “Better Food Quality – a
force for building the health and social welfare”.
The project is financed by the European
Territorial Cooperation Programme: “GreeceBulgaria 2007-2013”. The territorial scope of
this cross-border project includes the Region of
Central Macedonia in Greece and the South-West
Region of Bulgaria.

The project activities are being carried out
through close cross-border cooperation and
include:
•

Elaboration of an integrated control system
throughout the entire food chain.

•

Exchange of
inspections.

•

Development of a joint information system.

•

Elaboration of Quality Management Systems.

•

Development of an internet portal for the
self-registration of food companies operating
in the Region of Central Macedonia.

•

Development of a trilingual (Greek, Bulgarian,
English) electronic guide targeting food
companies and consumers.

•

Further improvement of the technical
infrastructure of the two regional agencies.

•

Publicity and dissemination.

experience

through

joint

The project aims at:
•

Increasing the cross border cooperation
between the two food safety Authorities.

•

Improving the quality of services provided by
both agencies to businesses and consumers.

•

Developing a new model for cooperation
among
Public,
Non
Governmental
Organizations and the private sector,
focusing on issues related to food safety.

Hellenic Food Authority (EFET), 124 Kiffisias Ave & Iatridou 2, 11526, Athens GREECE
Tel: 0030-201-6971500, Fax: 0030-210-6971501, e-mail: info@efet.gr, Website: www.efet.gr
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‘Diversity, quality and
sustainability’ key for presidency
A sustainable
agriculture and
fisheries system
can drive EU
prosperity,
employment
and growth,
argues
Athanasios
Tsaftaris

I

n assuming the presidency of the agriculture and fisheries
council, Greece will promote the implementation of the
adopted reforms for policies in these areas. Agriculture
and fisheries constitute basic pillars for growth, jobs and
social cohesion at EU and national level, including blue
growth.
Diversity, quality and sustainability as drivers for EU
prosperity, growth and jobs are the mottos of the ministry of
agriculture and rural development during the Greek presidency. To that end, in addition to files under examination within
the relevant council and the European parliament committees,
some initiatives at home have been scheduled with this context
in mind.
For agriculture we will pay particular attention on progressing the work of the commission’s new legislative proposals and
report on delegated acts for the implementation of the new
common agricultural policy and the promotion of agricultural
products in the internal market and in third countries, aiming
at measures leading to higher added value and market demands
– the presidency aims to reach a general approach on this file.
We will also look at aspects linked to quality policy and, in particular, biological production and the establishment of optional

quality terms for, among others, island farming and local and
direct sales products. The presidency also hopes to progress on
a fruit and vegetables regime aimed at improving the common
market organisation function and in particular the producers’
organisations scheme. This will contribute to strengthening the
competitive position of farmers in the supply chain within a
globalised market. Another priority is the delivery of agricultural
products to school children, aimed at supporting education and
the consumption of healthy products. Finally, we will look at
the contribution to future decisions on the dairy sector beyond
2015, possibly via council conclusions.
In veterinary and phytosanitary sectors, we will pay particular attention to the examination of the legislative package for
“healthier animals and plants for a safer food chain”. Priority
should be given to the adoption of expenditure regulation
and to the advance of the work on regulations for plant and
animal health, the propagating material and official controls.
For this purpose, close cooperation with parliament is of great
importance.
Furthermore, we’ll continue to promote the alignment of
regulations to the Lisbon treaty, in particular on spirits, raise
imports from Bangladesh and examine the review of the

“Agriculture and
fisheries constitute basic
pillars for growth, jobs
and social cohesion at
EU and national level”
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regime for the outermost regions.
The promotion of innovation is an important issue of our
priorities. In that context the action plan (European innovation partnership) aimed at promoting sustainability and
agricultural productivity based on research and innovation
will be presented during the first ministerial EU council on
agriculture. Transforming European agricultural diversity into
strength as a cornerstone issue will be under discussion at the
informal ministerial council meeting in Athens on 4-5 May.
A high level conference will be held in Athens (mid spring),
on the contribution of science to the agricultural competitiveness, sustainability and quality in cooperation with the joint
research centre. An international high level conference on
sustainable fishing capacity management will be hosted by the
European commission, with the food and agriculture organisation participation, in Thessaloniki, on 13-14 March. This is
an important contribution to the sustainability of the global
industry and the survival of fish stocks.
Regarding fisheries, we will try to accelerate procedures on
the European and fisheries fund proposal in order to have its
final adoption in the last plenary of parliament in April. The
fund encloses public subsidies aimed at enhancing growth and
creating jobs. Implementation of the common fisheries policy
reform will be promoted, with progress on the landing obligation proposal for delivering more reliable data for resources
and better management support. The presidency will continue
to lead the EU on the fight against the illegal, unreported and
unregulated fishing with the promotion of the proposal on
fishing authorisation regulation.
On the alignment proposals we will advance some files after

a situation assessment.
Issues related to international cooperation with third countries and international organisations will be promoted, as well
as free trade agreements and other bilateral and multilateral
agreements.
We will work in close collaboration with parliament, the
commission and other involved bodies to advance all reforms.
Despite the time limit due to the European elections we are
determined to succeed in all important and sensitive issues we
are called to face during our presidency.

Athanasios Tsaftaris is
Greek minister for rural
development and food
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LEDDRA
ASSESSING THE FIT OF RESPONSES TO LAND AND
ECOSYSTEM DEGRADATION AND DESERTIFICATION
http://leddra.aegean.gr/index.htm
LEDDRA is about … human responses
to Land and Ecosystem Degradation and
Desertiﬁcation (LEDD). It addresses the
question “how ﬁt, i.e. how well adapted,
are human responses to LEDD to their
biophysical and socio-economic setting?”
Successful human responses to LEDD
are well ﬁt; they produce desirable and
pre-empt undesirable environmental and
socio-economic impacts, thus, ensuring
the unhampered provision of ecosystem
services and the sustainability of local and
regional development in affected areas.
LEDDRA posits that human responses
to LEDD are rarely unitary human
actions detached from their context;
instead, they depend critically on
who does what, where, when and
why. It, thus, focuses on ‘response
assemblages’, combinations of response
types employed under prevailing
environmental, socio-economic and
institutional conditions in a region.
LEDDRA develops a comprehensive
approach for the integrated analysis of
the ‘social-ecological ﬁt of responses to
LEDD’ to support rational planning and
sensible policy making for sustainable
development that aims to preserve the
social-ecological resilience of humanenvironment systems, i.e. their ability to
preserve their critical functions, structure
and identity in the face of environmental
and socio-economic change without
foreclosing future development options.
Thus, the socio-ecological ﬁt concerns
the degree to which responses to LEDD

LEDDRA Single PM AD.indd 1

enhance or detract from the socioecological resilience of affected regions.
LEDDRA explores the role and
importance of biophysical and human
factors and of their relationships as
determinants of and responses to LEDD.
Emphasis is placed on social capital
– social trust, networks, memory, local
knowledge, learning and institutions –
that mediates the economy-environment
relationship and explains both the
incidence of LEDD and the success or
failure of various types of responses
to LEDD in cropland, grazing land and
forests/shrubland social-ecological
systems.
LEDDRA builds an integrated
methodology, combining qualitative
and quantitative methods, to analyze
social-ecological systems and assess
the social-ecological ﬁt of responses to
LEDD. The methodology is illustrated
at 10 study sites in Greece, Italy, Spain,
China and Morocco.
LEDDRA analyzes international,
EU and national/regional horizontal
(administrative and spatial planning
policies), development (agricultural,
regional, tourism) and environmental
(horizontal, soil, water, nature, forest)
policies and assesses their effectiveness
at the study sites.
LEDDRA offers policy recommendations
to provoke Optimal Response
Assemblages, i.e. responses well-

adapted to local/regional circumstances,
enhancing socio-ecological resilience
under alternative future scenarios.
LEDDRiS, a web-based information
system, disseminates the research
ﬁndings to stakeholders of different levels
of knowledge and expertise.
LEDDRA contributes knowledge to:
• support the implementation of the
United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertiﬁcation (UNCCD),
• (re)formulate and improve coordination
of EU and of national policies,
strategies and plans that directly or
indirectly concern LEDD,
• address wider societal issues such
as sustainable management of land
resources, protection against natural
hazards, food security, and enhancing
livelihood opportunities.

Coordinator: Helen Briassoulis,
Department of Geography,
University of the Aegean, Lesvos
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
LEDDRA has been funded by the
Environment Programme, Management
of Natural Resources, DG Research and
Innovation. Grant agreement no.: 243857
(1 April 2010-31 March 2014).
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Greek presidency highlights
‘necessity’ of EU-wide reform

T

he upcoming 2014 Greek presidency is a major challenge not just for Greece but also for Europe and its
institutions. At a time of urgent and crucial questions
raised on the future of European Union, Greece
should turn the spotlight again towards principles that
unified nations and made Europe a strong player in the global
scene. In this context, we will try to set the priorities for environment, energy and climate change, while putting people and
sustainable development at the centre of our actions.
Greece seeks to put growth and job creation, especially for
young Europeans, at the heart of debate. As a member state
since 1981, Greece highlights the necessity of reforms that can
bring new investments to Europe, with special care given to
environmental protection, the quality of the natural environ-

ment and the sustainable management of natural resources.
Therefore, we will push issues such as the energy and climate
change 2030 targets, industrial energy costs, protection of vulnerable consumers, energy security and energy saving.
At the same time, Greece underlines issues such as protection of European biodiversity, ‘blue’ development and maritime
spatial planning that offer opportunities for investment and
employment. Our aim is also to help the EU focus on sustainability issues and try to put it in line with horizontal ‘greening’
in all sectors (rural development, tourism, industry, etc.).
Naturally, in order to achieve our goals, we intend to work
closely with Italy which succeeds Greece at the presidency of
the council of the European Union.
The Greek presidency will pursue efforts for further promoting environmental integration with
the view to fostering harmonious, balanced and sustainable development with
economic activities that respect the need
to safeguard a high level of environmental protection. To achieve this, the
presidency seeks to promote policies
and legislation that aim at preserving
the quality of the environment based
inter alia on the precautionary and the
polluter pays principles, human health,
the prudent and rational utilisation of
natural resources and the promotion
of measures at international level to
effectively deal with regional and global
environmental challenges, especially in
the context of the Rio+20 follow up. The
environment, within the wider umbrella of sustainable development, will be
the key issue in the Greek presidency’s
agenda. The challenges posed by the
current economic and financial situation cannot be addressed effectively in
the long term without a continuing
emphasis on green growth and resource
efficiency. Thus, our environmental
policy objective during the presidency
will remain the effort to secure a high
level of environmental protection that

‘Green growth’
and ‘resource
efficiency’ key
to addressing
Europe’s
economic
and financial
situations, says
minister

16 December 2013 PARLIAMENTMAGAZINE 45

45-46 PM.indd 45

12/12/2013 15:09:46

GREEK EU COUNCIL PRESIDENCY

can also stimulate sustainable economic growth.
What’s more, 2014 will be the year of the completion of
the internal energy market. The Greek presidency will also
be associated in several ways with the European council
of March 2014, which will be devoted to the review of the
European 2020 strategy and to the consideration of the energy
and climate framework for 2030. The priorities of the Greek
presidency are largely determined by two landmark dates for
the development of the EU’s energy strategy, namely the 2014
deadline set for completing the internal market and the 2015
deadline by which no member state should remain isolated
from Europe’s gas and electricity networks.
The Greek presidency will seek to move forward the EU’s
energy and climate policies post 2020 and the adaptation
of a 2030 framework for climate and energy policies. The
timely establishment of a 2030 framework is vital in order to
give investors security regarding the objectives and policies
which will be in effect, to mobilise funding and ensure that
the corresponding research and innovation is undertaken to
support these new goals. In view of the 2015 international
climate change agreement, delineating a clear position will
facilitate the EU’s ability to engage actively with partners and
assume a prominent and constructive role
in the process. Greece’s approach will be
pragmatic in order to determine the
type, nature and level of
the 2030 targets enabling
the EU to meet its
long-term
climate
goals while taking into
account the ongoing
economic crisis, the varying
capacities of member states and
household concerns over energy
affordability and businesses over
competitiveness.
M o r e o v e r , the presidency

Yannis Maniatis is
Greek environment,
energy and climate
change minister

intends to place particular priority on promoting actions and
exchanging best practices to enable consumers to fully benefit
and exercise their rights and choices, as well as on ensuring
that vulnerable consumers are adequately protected. In this
respect, the presidency will prioritise the importance of energy
efficiency improvements as a cost-effective form of assistance
in addressing consumer vulnerability and energy poverty.
Availability of affordable energy for households and competitive prices for businesses are also key issues for the success of
the internal market and they constitute a priority for the
Greek presidency.
Our priorities reflect the anxieties of European societies and
of course of Greek society. We need growth, jobs – especially
for the youth, protection of the European welfare state and
the environment. This is a vital need for all
nations. For Greece there is only
one way: to succeed.

“Our priorities reflect the
anxieties of European
societies and of course
of Greek society”
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Life at the centre of European Territorial Cooperation
MEDICINET
Enhancement of cooperation between
Komotini’s and Kardjali’s hospitals and
in case of emergency issues focused on
car accidents
Quality of life for European citizens is one
of the main priorities of the European
Union. Health is a decisive factor for the
improvement of life quality and everyone
in the area of EU should have access to high
quality medical services.
The cross border areas present many
special characteristics regarding medical
infrastructure & services, requiring particular
innovative interventions. MEDICINET is
a project focused exactly on this topic.
It was approved within the 2nd Call of
the European Territorial Cooperation
Programme Greece-Bulgaria 2007-2013. Its
budget is 1,763,785.00€ and is considered
as one of the most important project
concerning health at a cross border scale.

The framework

In the Greece – Bulgaria cross-border
infrastructure. However, the dispersion
of health establishments and the quality
of health service provided is unbalanced
between rural and urban centres.
Inhabitants of remote villages have
limited or no access to health services,
whereas, in big cities like Smolyan,
Blagoevgrad, Thessaloniki, there is
competitive level.
The status of Komotini’s hospital and
Kardzhali’s hospital is more or less in the
middle, providing the basic health and
medical services, being unable to provide
special treatment and manage emergencies.

The idea
The central need which triggered the
project’s planning and development is the
new road which connects Komotini and
Kardzhali. This road is part of the Trans
part of Corridor 9. Without doubt the new
road will enhance cooperation activities
between the two cities. It should be
mentioned that after only three months of
operation the number of drivers who used
the road exceeds 200,000.

Partners
GREECE
GENERAL HOSPITAL OF KOMOTINI
“SISMANOGLEIO” (LEAD PARTNER)
BULGARIA
MULTI-PROFILE HOSPITAL FOR ACTIVE
TREATMENT “DR. ATANAS DAFOVSKI” AD

Main actions


Procurement of medical equipment by
the hospitals.



Renovation of technical infrastructure.



Specialized training seminars for
doctors, nurses, drivers, barriers.



Action plan for the joint management
of emergencies accidents/ incidents.



Establishment of a cooperation network
between the two hospitals.

Results
Early planning brings on time results. The
project is almost completed concurring
with the opening of the road. Most of the
equipment is operational or at the last
phase of installment and the technical
infrastructure is ready.
New advanced medical equipment such
as a neonatal transport system, a portable
general imaging ultrasound system, a
cardiovascular ultrasound system, an
children and adults, an anesthesia device
and new medical infrastructures are at the
disposal of the hospital’s personnel, helping
them save human lives.

needs for health services. The assumption is
that any accident incurred on the international
road between Komotini and Kardzhali and in
the near road network will be carried out by

A network is established between the
doctors of the hospital and an action plan
is in progress processing the new data from
the operation of the road putting…

need to improve their capacity to tackle
emergency road accidents.

Life at the centre of European Territorial
Cooperation.

Contact details: Michailidis Panagiotis, Project Manager “MediciNet”, General Hospital of Komotini “Sismanogleio”,
Tel.: +30 25313 51340, Fax: +30 25310 81830, email: michailidis.p@komotini-hospital.gr, www.medicinet.eu
medinet noisis.indd 1
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WORKING FOR
A SUSTAINABLE
AGRICULTURAL
SECTOR IN GREECE

T
Prof. Athanasios Tsaftaris
The Minister of Rural
Development and Food

he agricultural sector in Greece remains
an important pillar of growth, on the path
to exit the current financial crisis. Next
to the trade sector, agriculture employs
the largest number of human capital.
Exports of agricultural products such as
fruit, vegetables, olive oil and aquaculture, comprise
one third of the total exports. The food and beverages
industry is vibrant, competitive and export-oriented,
bearing paramount importance to the economic
recovery of the country.
Greece enjoys a huge range of agricultural products.
Olives and olive oil, cheese, wine, mastic and saffron
are just a few of the products that won international
acclaim as Protected Designation of Origin, Protected
Geographical Indication or Traditional Specialty
Guaranteed products, with 100 entries, placing among
the top in these categories at EU level, and received
important distinctions for their quality and unique
characteristics. Moreover biological - organic farming
has grown significantly over the past few years,
constituting an important priority in the sustainable
development of the sector.
The shift towards quality, after targeted actions by the
Ministry of Rural Development and Food (MRFD), led
exports of high quality Greek agricultural products to
increase by 10.5 %, in the first semester of 2013, while
among the top ten export products of all categories,
five are agricultural.
To secure a sustainable future, taking into
consideration international developments, consumer
demands and climate change, the sector requires
research and innovation. In brief, we need a smarter
agriculture, continuous training and education and
knowledge diffusion.
During the 78th Thessaloniki International Trade
Fair, the National Rural Network of the Greek
Special Secretariat for Community Resources and
Infrastructure – co-financed by the European Fund

ministry rural food.indd 1

for Rural Development – held the event “New
CAP reform: Innovation and Development in
Greek Agriculture”. The Minister, Prof. Athanasios
Tsaftaris praised the role of science, research and
innovation in agriculture, welcoming 10 innovation
holders, who elaborated on their experiences
utilizing new technologies and innovative practices
in the agricultural sector. These practices include
applying ‘contract farming schemes’, promoting
cottage industry and family business, providing
added value to traditional agricultural products,
developing modern genomic based technologies for
verification, tracing and control of PDO products, and
using modern network for distribution and sale of
traditional products.
At the same time, the MRDF along with the Ministry of
Labour and Social Security approved the Operational
Programme ‘‘Human Resources Development”
amounting to 2.1 million euros, according to which
445 unemployed scientists of high caliber, such as
agronomists, foresters and veterinarians will gain work
experience in a related field. Moreover, the recruitment
of 100 researchers in the Greek Agriculture Agency in
order to “revive” the Institutes with young scientists
and integrate new technologies in the primary sector,
was recently announced. Furthermore, significant
incentives are provided to young people intending to
work in agriculture so as to boost employment and
enrich the sector with new talent.
The target is twofold. Agriculture has always been
a big reservoir of hands. Hundreds of thousands of
people grapple with the agricultural sector in the
broader sense. Therefore, it is of primordial importance
to address the problem of large unemployment in
a permanent way and create job opportunities for a
significant number of people. This is exactly what we
aim for. We motivate young people and scientists, to
stay in Greece and contribute to innovation, research
and technology across the production process, paving
the way for recovery, growth and prosperity.
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Improved public administration
‘key priority’ for Greek presidency

D

elivering a more resilient, professional and responsive public administration to the citizen is one of
the key priorities of the ministry of administrative reform and eGovernment of the Hellenic
republic, during the six-month presidency of the
council of the European Union. Our ministry participates
in the European public administration network (EUPAN)
which has been in place for a number of decades with a
mandate to encourage informal cooperation across EUPAN
members in a consistent and structured way. The network is
intended to support the exchange of best practice and excellence in human resources (HR) and innovative responses to
challenges and opportunities facing public administration
across central government.
Since 2001, the network has adopted a medium-term
approach to planning its activities which ensures coherence
and continuity over an 18 month period in the work of the
network. The medium-term planning
approach sets the strategic direction for
the network and also offers an opportunity for a more in-depth consideration
of key themes of interest across the
EUPAN community.
The existing 18 month medium-term
plan was proposed by the respective
member states to preside the council
of the EU from January 2013 until the
end of June 2014, covering Ireland,
Lithuania and Greece. Based on the
overall priorities for the 18 months
of the medium-term plan, the individual presidencies
are responsible for
developing their own
content – activities
and topics – for their
respective six-month
programmes.
The architecture
of the medium-term
plan comprises a
horizontal theme of
‘Delivering a more

resilient, professional and responsive public administration to
the citizen’. Under the horizontal theme, our presidency will
primarily focus on the major public administration reforms
taking place at the moment in Greece, underpinned by the
severe economic crisis and our memorandum obligations. We
will try to answer the following overarching questions: Can
the current crisis be the catalyst for necessary drastic reforms?
How can the downsizing of organisational structures and
reduction of personnel be compatible with a more effective
public administration? How can public administration be a
valuable tool for exiting the crisis? The horizontal theme in
turn has been divided into three pillars that represent each
of the key elements to be explored: resilient, professional and
responsive public administration.
Within the ‘resilient’ public administration pillar, we
will consider whether the reforms have the potential to
make public administrations more ‘fit for purpose’ over

A ‘resilient,
professional
and responsive’
public
administration
can deliver for
citizens and
could help
lift Europe
out of crisis,
says Kyriakos
Mitsotakis

“A key element of effective
public administration is
positioning the citizens
and businesses at the
core of government
policies with all citizens
and businesses benefiting”
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“Crisis conditions offer the opportunity to
introduce more radical reforms across a range
of areas, including better service delivery
channels, reduce cost base to deliver better
value for money and structural change, to avoid
duplication and enhance structural coherence”
The Greek
parliament in
Athens

Kyriakos Mitsotakis is
Greek administrative
reform and
eGovernment minister

the medium-term. Crisis conditions offer the opportunity
to introduce more radical reforms across a range of areas,
including better service delivery channels, reduce cost base to
deliver better value for money and structural change, to avoid
duplication and enhance structural coherence. The focus will
be placed on the need to design compact organisations that
revise their structure and adjust their missions to the needs
and constraints of society.
The second pillar of the existing medium-term plan is the
role of the HR function in shaping public administration –
‘professional’. It relates to core issues for HR practitioners
across the network and will continue the theme of actions
necessary to drive efficiency through professional HR. The
context here is the need for a robust and effective HR function and policies to support a sustainable model of public

administration – post crisis. The focus will be on improving
planning of HR resources to provide a more flexible administrative tool and ensure the development of a skilled and
dedicated administration.
The final pillar theme ‘connecting to the citizen’ relates to
the responsiveness – openness and accessibility – and service
delivery aspects of the horizontal theme with a particular
focus on the use of technology, as well as on the cutting of
red tape/reduction of administrative burdens in support of
a more open and transparent public administration. A key
element of effective public administration is positioning the
citizens and businesses at the core of government policies
with all citizens and businesses benefiting from eGovernment services, based on leaner and redesigned administrative
procedures.
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DISSECTING THE ROLE OF
DENDRITES IN MEMORY

M

emory is our
ability
to
learn,
store
and
retrieve
information.
W h i l e
extensively
studied, little is
known
about
the rules underlying memory formation in
the brain. Until recently, the single neuron
was considered the main processing unit
of the brain and memories were believed
to be stored exclusively through plasticity
modifications that take place in the synapses,
the connecting sites between neurons. Over
the last decade however, mounting evidence
suggests that the neuron is no longer
the key processing unit of the brain. The
dendrites of individual neurons, which were
thought as merely passive devices that allow
neuronal communication, are currently the
Number 1 candidate for this role. Moreover,
dendritic properties are altered in conditions
associated with memory loss, yet a direct link
between dendrites and memory formation
is cruelly missing.
dEMORY is an ERC Starting Grant project that
started in 2012 and aims to characterize the
role of dendrites in memory formation
and formulate a unifying theory of
their function across brain regions and
abstraction levels.
This is achieved via
the development
of computational
models in three
memory-related
brain
regions
and
three
abstraction levels:
a single pyramidal
neuron in the
hippocampus, a
small microcircuit
in the prefrontal cortex and a large scale
network model of the amygdala. All models
incorporate dendrites that vary in their
degree of biophysical and anatomical
detail and can express memory functions
relevant to the regions they represent.
For example, the hippocampal single cell
model can “learn” when a given input
represents previously known or entirely

demory.indd 1

new information and change its response
pattern accordingly. The prefrontal cortex
microcircuit model can “learn” when a given
input is important and should be kept in
“memory” by prolonging its activity for
several seconds. Finally, the network model
of the amygdala can “learn” to associate a
fearful stimulus (e.g. electrical shock) with a
neutral stimulus (e.g. sound) and to respond
with “fear” upon presentation of the sound
alone.
The role of dendrites in the mnemonic
capabilities of the three models will be
investigated by performing a systematic
manipulation
of
their
anatomical,
biophysical and plasticity properties and
tracking the effect of these manipulations
on the respective memory functions. This
exercise is expected to identify the key
properties and rules according to which
dendrites contribute to memory formation,
based on which new theoretical models of
trainable neurons with dendrites will be
developed.

work are likely to have a large impact in
fields like artificial intelligence and machine
learning but also in the way memory deficits
are currently treated, as they will pinpoint
new mechanisms that are involved in
memory formation.

More information:
Panayiota Poirazi, PhD
Institute of Molecular Biology
and Biotechnology (IMBB)
Foundation for Research and
Technology-Hellas (FORTH)
Email: poirazi@imbb.forth.gr
http://www.dendrites.gr
http://www.demory.gr

In sum, dEMORY aims to cause a paradigm
shift in the way we currently understand
learning and memory processes, whereby
the dendrites, as opposed to the single
neuron, are the key players. Findings of this
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Project title: Developing quality accessibility networks for creating a common future
Project acronym: AccessNet
Project motto: A future with enhanced accessibility
Project partnership:
Egnatia Odos S.A., Greece (Lead Partner)
Road Infrastructure Agency (RIA), Bulgarian (Partner 2)
Region of East Macedonia and Thrace, Greece (Partner 3)
Project identity
•

Studies of the road section Xanthi – Echinos – Greek-Bulgarian borders. Egnatia Odos S.A (Greece)

•

Construction of Road II-86 Chepelare – Sokolovtsi and Road II-55. Road Infrastructure Agency (Bulgaria)

•

Construction of Nevrokopi Northeast Bypass road section Region of Macedonia and Thrace (Greece)

Project funding
The project was approved eligible for funding of 33 million Euros in November 2011. It will be implemented within the European Territorial
Cooperation Programme “Greece-Bulgaria 2007-2013”, funded by 85% by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and by 15%
by national contribution.
Project duration
36 months, starting from 24/11/11.
Brief presentation of the project
The project aims at the improvement of infrastructure in the cross border area between Greece and Bulgaria and to complete the results of
the significant investments done in the field of the Trans European Networks. Investments have been planned for improving infrastructure,
accessibility, through the completion of the new frontier cross-points, constitutes a first priority of cross-border cooperation between
Bulgaria and Greece. The project includes improvement to the road axes located in the cross border area, linking Greek and Bulgarian
frontiers areas.
The project will also provide :
•
•
•
•

Enhancement of the region’s natural and cultural wealth, development of closer relations between the residents of the cross-border
region and the protection and development of the natural environment.
The development and improvement of the quality of life of the residents in the cross-border region.
Further improvement and enhancement of the overall economic and social development of the cross-border and broader region.
A multiplied effect on further development of the region’s economic structure

In general, improving and enhancing the transport infrastructure of the cross border area contributes to the promotion of its sustainable
development and cohesion, mitigating regional disparities, and providing equal opportunities for all. The establishment of new infrastructure
and the enhancement of existing ones will undoubtedly support the competitiveness and viable growth of the broader border area.

Website: http://www.accessnetproject.eu/
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Maritime themes to ‘underpin’
Greek presidency

G

reece, being a maritime nation by tradition itself,
recognises that Europe is bound with, and dependent on, the sea. As such, EU maritime policies
constitute one of the key issues on which the Greek
presidency will focus, a horizontal theme that will
underpin all the priorities of the presidency.
The goal of the upcoming Greek presidency’s efforts in the
field of maritime policies is twofold: first, to promote actions
that will allow us to fully exploit the potential of the marine
and maritime sectors and second, to safeguard and further our
interests in the maritime commons. In tandem with this, the
main idea is to redefine and restart EU’s maritime policy in all
its aspects, in a way that the maritime policy is not confined
solely to issues of growth and development but takes into
account Europe’s overall strategic interests at sea.
As far as our first goal is concerned, the maritime and
marine sectors offer areas for sustainable growth and employment, and Athens will focus on the following to capitalise
on the opportunities which the two sectors offer: Within the
framework of the integrated maritime policy, Athens will place
particular focus on intersectional and trans-border cooperation. Emphasis will also be placed on “blue growth” to further

develop the growth potential of Europe’s blue economy. The
Greek presidency is expected to play a decisive role in the
adoption of a European commission directive on maritime
spatial planning. Furthermore, Greece will also play its role
in updating the EU maritime strategy to cover the period up
to 2018. What is more, the Greek presidency will make an
important effort to create jobs and promote growth in the
Adriatic and Ionian regions within the context of the EU
strategy for the Adriatic and Ionian seas. It will also promote
initiatives in the fields of nautical and coastal tourism. Finally,
Greece is prepared to help strengthen Europe’s approach to
addressing irregular immigration by sea which has skyrocketed
over the past few years.
Europe’s security is also linked to the seas. As such, Europe
cannot afford to ignore the ongoing changes to the maritime
environment and its security challenges, including maritime
piracy, overexploitation of resources, and the geopolitical turbulence in the eastern Mediterranean, Europe’s southern flank.
Developing a strategy for ensuring the security and openness
of the global maritime commons is therefore not so much a
matter of choice and a signal of growing European ambitions,
but a prerequisite for protecting Europe’s vital sea lines of
communication. At present, an EU maritime security strategy is being formulated
and the European commission and the high
representative for foreign affairs and security policy are expected to soon present its
elements. The Greek presidency will aim to
secure agreement on such a strategy which
should be formulated in accordance with
the United Nations convention on the law
of the sea.
It goes without saying that in the course
of its presidency, Greece aims to closely
cooperate with its fellow member states.
Athens has been already coordinating with
Rome which will take over the rotating EU presidency from Greece in an
effort to work towards a common policy
agenda for 2014 with some focus on
sensitive issues for the European northern Mediterranean countries, the ‘year of
the Mediterranean’.

“The main idea is to
redefine and restart
EU’s maritime policy
in all its aspects”

The Greek
presidency
aims to ‘exploit
the potential’
of Europe’s
maritime
sectors to
contribute
to growth,
development
and security,
explains
Koumoutsakos

Georgios
Koumoutsakos
is a member of
parliament’s transport
committee
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Ambitious agenda must be
delivered on a ‘Spartan budget’
Key challenges
for the Greek
presidency are
the race against
time and how
to handle the
inevitable
EU ‘election’
politics

Theodoros Skylakakis
is a Greek MEP
and parliament’s
rapporteur on the
monitoring, reporting
and verification of
CO2 emissions from
maritime transport

T

he Greek presidency has a brief timeframe to promote
the European Union agenda. Due to the upcoming
European elections it will have less than four months
to deliver on a series of complicated dossiers and will
have to do so during a tense, pre-election period where
electoral issues are likely to influence the behaviour both of
national governments and the European parliament.
The Greek presidency has set itself four priorities; growth,
jobs and cohesion, further integration of the EU and the eurozone, migration policy, and maritime policy. This agenda is
very ambitious and has to be delivered within a Spartan budget
(about half the resources in terms of people and expenses compared to other presidencies due to the harsh austerity measures
implemented in Greece) and alongside other Greek issues
related to the still pending troika evaluation.
Out of these four policy areas the first and last are most
likely the ones where the presidency can best deliver. This is
because we are moving forward to a European election with
Eurosceptic forces in full swing across Europe. In the south,
austerity policies, coupled with extremely high unemployment,
high interest rates and scarce financial resources have created
a very strong anti-government and anti-system sentiment.
The traditional Christian democratic and socialist parties are
considered as part of the problem and people are reaching
out to new populist political forces to express their anger and
despair. For the same reasons, but from a totally different perspective, in the centre and the north of Europe the traditional
Eurosceptics are also growing. And the same is happening in
the east where the current north-south divide feeds a feeling of
an EU that is at best irrelevant to the lives of ordinary people.
Thus the agenda for growth and jobs is the only one that
has real traction across Europe in this pre-election period.
Bold initiatives on EU integration or immigration, though
extremely important for the day after, are highly unlikely to
be a priority for the Euro-complacent forces
within the EPP and S&D during this preelection period. From these forces, which still
dominate EU politics today, we have little to
expect on the eve of these elections.
How to achieve growth and jobs is, however,
another issue. The Greek presidency expressing the current Greek government coalition
and the wider EPP-S&D consensus is prob-

ably going to promote a non-ambitious agenda based on
little real economic reform and scarce solidarity. In my mind
we need both but in a much bolder dosage. We need structural reforms and a decrease in the size of the public sector
in Europe that is more ambitious than current policies. And
at the same time we also need increased liquidity and lower
interest rates (which imply increased solidarity in the Union
as a whole), that are also more ambitious than current policies.
Thus we can hope for the best but not realistically expect it at
least until after the European elections.
Finally on the maritime sector – where I am also involved
as rapporteur of the EU monitoring, reporting and verification
of CO2 emissions from maritime transport file – we can hope
for the conclusion of several dossiers, since Greece has a lot of
expertise in this specific sector. This is what we will try at least
– the European parliament and the Greek presidency – even
though the schedule is tight.

“The agenda for growth
and jobs is the only one
that has real traction
across Europe in this
pre-election period”
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M

anufacturing, defined as the
transformation of materials
and information into goods
for the satisfaction of human needs, is
one of the primary wealth-generating
activities of any nation, and accounts
for more than 28% of Europe’s GDP.
Manufacturing enters a new era, when
blue-collar workers and engineers will
need novel life-long learning schemes
to keep up with the rapid advances in
production related technologies, tools
and techniques. Therefore, promoting
excellence to manufacturing, emerges
as a strategic goal both for industry
and society, in the years to come.
Education is a major driver for
achieving excellence in manufacturing
at European level. In order to respond
to this role, manufacturing education
has to follow new approaches so
as to prepare industry for the nextgeneration innovation, and to support
its growth. The current practice is
deficient in providing the workers with
a continuous delivery of engineering
competencies, strong multi-disciplinary
background and necessary softskills. Modern concepts of training,
industrial learning and knowledge
transfer schemes can contribute to
improving the innovation performance
of European manufacturing. The
Teaching Factory paradigm is based
on the knowledge triangle notion
and aims at effectively integrating
education, research and innovation
activities, within a single initiative.
The latter involves industry and
academia, through novel adaptations
to the teaching / training curricula,
achieved by the deployment of ICTbased delivery mechanisms. The task
is that engineering activities and
hands-on practice be provided under
industrial conditions for university
students, while taking up research
results and industrial learning activities
for engineers and blue-collar workers.
The seamless integration of all three
cornerstones will promote the future
knowledge-based, competitive and
sustainable manufacturing.
The Laboratory for Manufacturing
Systems and Automation coordinated
the KNOWFACT Knowledge Alliance
project, funded by the European
Commission (www.knowfact-project.
eu). The main objective of KNOWFACT
was to launch a University-Business
cooperation in order to elaborate
and validate the emerging concept
of the Teaching Factory, at European
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A new educational paradigm from Greece:

The Teaching Factory

level, and identify its exploitation
potential. The consortium comprised
industrial companies and academic
institutions, namely FESTO, VOLVO,
Politecnico di Milano, TU Darmstadt,
Tecnalia and CASP. KNOWFACT
delivered a complete study for the
conceptualization and implementation
of the Teaching Factory initiative,
including industrial pilot runs for the
validation of the underlying concepts
and their delivery mechanisms. The
industrial pilot runs selected for the
demonstration of the KNOWFACT
concepts were aimed at transferring
the bi-directional knowledge between
academia and industry. The focus
was on material flow and automation
problems, which were introduced to
and addressed in the Teaching Factory
by the use of didactic equipment
and modern ICT technologies. The
conclusions and outlook derived from
the pilot runs show that the Teaching

Factory paradigm provides a new
kind of education that is not available
in current academic practices, by
enabling students to deepen their
knowledge and apply it in practice,
while addressing real-life problems.
The modern ICT technologies provide
great opportunity for the transmittance
of the Teaching Factory’s content via
different modes and means.
Finally, an extended partnership, of
associated academic and industrial
organizations, was built through the
duration of the project in support of the
follow-up and future implementation
activities of the Teaching Factory’s
initiative. The outlook of the
KNOWFACT project shows that the
Teaching Factory’s paradigm emerges
as a promising concept that can bring
manufacturing education to a pace
required for driving innovation and
growth at a European level.

Contact
Professor George Chryssolouris

Director
Laboratory for Manufacturing Systems and Automation (LMS)
Department of Mechanical Engineering and Aeronautics
University of Patras

Patras 26500, Greece
Tel.: +30-2610-997262
Fax: +30-2610-997744
e-mail: xrisol@lms.mech.upatras.gr
http://www.lms.mech.upatras.gr/
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G

raphene is a crystal consisting of carbon
atoms arranged in a lattice of hexagons
forms the basis of all graphitic structures
i.e. carbon nanotubes, graphite and carbon
ﬁbres. In spite of its potential as one of the
stiﬀest and strongest material in nature of high
inherent ductility and strength better than
steel, very little experimental veriﬁcation has
been provided for its extraordinary mechanical
properties. Strain on the other hand, deforms
the graphene lattice and has been shown to
modulate graphene’s electronic, magnetic
and transport properties. Hence is of outmost
importance to understand how the thinnest
membrane ever existed in nature can respond
to mechanical load. In general it is expected
and already veriﬁed experimentally, that a
thin ﬁlm can withstand relatively large tensile
strains in air without early fracture, whereas in
compression monolayer graphene is expected
to buckle at extremely low strains. Furthermore,
when an exfoliated monolayer graphene is
stretched axially in one direction should always
be accompanied by the formation of lateral
(orthogonal) wrinkles or buckles which render
pure axial experiments untenable, phenomenon
which should be prevalent for any future 2D
materials, has not as yet been fully studied,
predicted or, even, exploited.
A comprehensive and interdisciplinary
programme of research, such as Tailor Graphene,
aim to determine the full response of graphene
to extreme axial deformation up to failure and to
measure directly its strength, stiﬀness, strain-tofailure and the eﬀect of orthogonal buckling to
its overall tensile properties. Our recent results
have shown that graphene buckling of any form
can be suppressed by embedding the ﬂakes
into polymer matrices. We have quantiﬁed this
eﬀect for any ﬂake geometry and have produced
master curves relating geometrical aspects to
compression strain-to-failure. In the proposed
work, we will make good use of this ﬁnding by
altering the geometry of the ﬂakes and thus
design graphene strips (micro-ribbons) of speciﬁc
dimensions which when embedded to polymer
matrices can be stretched to large deformation
and even failure without simultaneous buckling in
the other direction. This is indeed the only route
possible for the exploitation of the potential

of graphene as an eﬃcient reinforcement in
composites. Since orthogonal buckling during
stretching is expected to alter the Dirac spectrum
and consequently the electronic properties of
graphene, we intend to use Raman spectroscopy,
to produce stress/strain maps in two dimensions
in order to quantify fully this eﬀect from the
mechanical standpoint. Finally, another option for
ironing out the wrinkles is to apply a simultaneous
thermal ﬁeld during tensile loading. This will
give rise to a biaxial stretching of graphene
which presents another interesting ﬁeld of study
particularly for already envisaged applications of
graphene in ﬂexible displays and coatings.

“Our recent results have shown
that graphene buckling of
any form can be suppressed
by embedding the ﬂakes into
polymer matrices.”

Flake geometry and the two loading
cases; (a) ﬂake under tension experiencing
compression in the lateral direction that
leads to lateral (orthogonal) wrinkling (b)
graphene conﬁgurations performed in
compression for deﬁning the critical limit
for wrinkling formation as a function of the
geometry of the ﬂake and (c) cantilever
beam for “bare” and “embedded”
graphene ﬂakes.

From 2008 onwards, Prof. Galiotis and
coworkers from University of Patras and FORTH/
ICE-HT collaborate with the 2010 Physics Nobel
Prize Laureates Profs. Novoselov and Geim
on the study of the mechanical behaviour of
graphene. This collaboration has already led
to the publication of a series of seminal papers
prior to the announcement of the Nobel Prize
Award. They have also established the “FORTH
Graphene Centre” a joint collaboration of
FORTH institutes to lead and make coherent
the research in graphene in Greece. FORTH
Graphene Centre is aslo strongly involved in the
Graphene Flagship project aiming to apply the
ongoing research in the foreseen new class of
graphene-based nanocomposites.

b)

a)

c)

Costas Galiotis, Prof; Director
FORTH/ ICE-HT, Stadiou Street, Platani,, P.O.Box 1414, GR-265 04, Patras, Greece
Tel nos: +302610-965 301 , e-mail: c.galiotis@iceht.forth.gr,
web address: http://www.iceht.forth.gr
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Emphasis needed on ‘root
causes of illegal migration’

A

t a time of heightened pressure from increased migration flows in the Mediterranean region, and while
fluidity and instability in Europe’s neighbourhood
continues, Greece assumes the presidency of the
council of the EU. Following the two tragic accidents
in Lampedusa this autumn, the public eye is more than ever
focused on the area of migration management. This, in conjunction with the ongoing economic and social crisis in Greece
and other EU countries of the south, make the need for effective action in the field of home affairs paramount.
While the priorities of our country’s presidency are spread
across various policy spheres, all of which are equally important, in the area of home affairs they can be summarised in
key pillars, based predominantly on the principle of solidarity
among the member states, as foreseen under article 80 of the
treaty of the founding of the European Union.
Following this, the creation of a European solidarity
mechanism within the EU is imperative if we are to achieve an
efficient migration management system, to address problems
which not only disproportionally affect several – southern
mainly – member states individually, but the EU in general.
The common European asylum system (CEAS) can only
be strengthened if we achieve equitable responsibility sharing
in the fields of asylum, border management, and management of migration flows. In this sense the CEAS could be
improved with the introduction of a clause that allows for
the suspension of transfers to member states under significant
pressure.
Moreover, the presidency must insist –
also taking advantage of the European
parliament’s constant support on the
issue – on the introduction of a
coherent, voluntary, permanent
relocation scheme for beneficiaries of international protection.
The mechanism can introduce
an EU distribution key for the
relocation of beneficiaries of
international protection, based
on qualitative and quantitative indicators, such as a
country’s population, size,
GDP, geographi-

cal position or ability to integrate migrants.
Another key pillar of the EU home affairs policy, highlighted in the Greek presidency agenda, is the external dimension
of home affairs, and, in particular, EU cooperation with third
countries in all aspects of migration management. In this
context, and as we have lately been making progress on the
matter, it is now a unique opportunity to finally sign the EU
readmission agreement with Turkey, which includes a clause
for the return of third country nationals who reach the EU
transiting through Turkey’s territory. Meanwhile, emphasis
should be given to the root causes of illegal migration, in
order to deter and prevent it. It is, namely, essential to work
harder on the combating of smuggling and human trafficking
in third countries, along with providing these countries with
development aid and helping them build infrastructure that
will further prevent illegal migration.
While the presidency does not give any additional privilege s
to the state holding it, and while “pushing”
policies could sometimes backfire, Greece
must insist on the practical application
of the principle of solidarity. Not only
is it an essential basis for any kind of
migration management to be effective,
but the social and political environment
is now more mature and receptive and
favourable to it than it has been in the
recent past.
Over the following six months, Greece
will have a unique opportunity to reintroduce itself
to Europe; an opportunity to showcase its
capacity to be effective and efficient,

Greek
presidency
has unique
opportunity
to help shape
Europe’s
migration
management,
says
Papanikolaou

Georgios Papanikolaou
is a member of
parliament’s civil
liberties, justice
and home affairs
committee

“Over the following six
months, Greece will have
a unique opportunity to
reintroduce itself to Europe”
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Greece to tackle challenges
at ‘heart’ of the EU
The Greek
presidency
aims to secure
a strong
and efficient
Europe, writes
Rodi KratsaTsagaropoulou

Rodi KratsaTsagaropoulou
is a member of
parliament economic
and monetary affairs
committee

I

n less than one month, my country Greece will undertake the important responsibility of the presidency of
the council of the European Union. The experience of
Greece in facing the fiscal crisis is very important on the
exercising of the presidency. Greece, a ‘success story’ of
fiscal adjustment, within an extremely challenging environment with deep wounds of recession and social crisis as well as
the eurozone’s weaknesses and delays, is in the right place to
promote policies that will bring cohesion, stability in the single
currency, growth and employment in the EU.
Progress on the banking union, a priority of the Greek presidency, is a crucial component towards achieving a sound, safe,
stable and integrated financial system. The crisis has clearly
illustrated the strong linkage between the banking sector and
public finances, as well as the associated systemic risks and
impact of the bank crisis for the whole eurozone, given the
increasing importance of cross-border activities in the single
market. In this direction, the imminent finalisation of the bank
recovery and resolution directive, and the Greek presidency’s
work on the single resolution mechanism, will be key elements
that will complement the single supervisory mechanism which
will guarantee effective supervision of all eurozone banks by
the European central bank. The large capital outflows from
peripheral to core countries can only be effectively addressed
through establishing a banking union which will involve a
common resolution fund, and, towards a later stage, a common
deposit guarantee scheme. Efficient financial regulation and
supervision will be further enhanced by concluding the revision of the markets in financial instruments directive, the
corresponding regulation and the regulation for central securities depositories.
At the same time, the Greek presidency will focus on
the social dimension of European integration. We need to
build effective policies to strengthen SMEs, job creation and
regional cohesion. It is time for the monetary
union to become an economic union as well.
Success requires collective effort. Moreover,
in order to achieve our growth objectives
it is important to utilise alternative sources
for funding the real economy, to finalise
the UCITS directive revision and the new
European long term investment funds instrument which will boost investor confidence by

providing a safe, attractive and stable European framework
for both professional and retail investors, focusing on infrastructure projects and SMEs. The latter, for which I have been
designated rapporteur, will provide an important alternative
source of long-term funding of the European economy given
our strained public finances and reduced bank lending.
At international level, Greece has set among its priorities in
trade policy the facilitation of negotiations for free trade agreements with strategic partners – notably the US. In this respect,
it is crucial to work towards achieving a mutually beneficial
agreement for consumers, producers and service providers on
both sides of the Atlantic. At the same time, it will focus on
maritime policy and enhance its development perspectives by
exploring the potential of the EU in the maritime sector.
The Greek presidency’s programme lies at the heart of the
challenges faced by the eurozone and the EU more broadly.
Greece aims to send a clear message that we need to take brave
steps towards integration, solidarity and efficiency. Success
depends on the shared responsibility, at European and national
level, to use this opportunity to strengthen our common policies and mechanisms, effectively reduce disparities, enhance
stability and achieve cohesion, balanced growth and jobs in the
EU. This will be the best message from the EU to its citizens
ahead of the European elections.

“Greece aims to send a
clear message that we
need to take brave steps
towards integration,
solidarity and efficiency”
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Terabit Optical Highways
Interconnecting the Data Center
The heart of our Internet beats at the data center. The entire Internet
content -over 500 billion gigabytes and counting- is stored in data centers,
being essentially huge constructions hosting hundreds or even thousands
of data servers where information is reposited, all interconnected with each
other. Nowadays, most Internet traffic originates or terminates in a data
center. Even more, the flourishing of cloud services is further putting data
centers in the spotlight.
As Internet users demand instant access to massive amounts of online
information, interconnecting servers within a data center becomes a critical
mission. Optical technology has long proven as the only enabler of such fast
connectivity and so-called Active Optical Cables are commonly used in data centers.
However, existing optical technologies simply cannot scale to provide the right mix of
speed, size and cost for tomorrow’s data center requirements.

MIRAGE mixing cuttingedge photonic integration
technologies to enable
new system concepts.
40 G VCSELs emitting at
different wavelengths,
linear electronic drivers,
silicon photonics and glass
waveguide interposers
for chip to multi-core fiber
coupling are combined
on an innovative 3D
integration platform.

To tackle this challenge, eight leading European organizations joined forces within the MIRAGE
project. Under the coordination of the National Technical University of Athens, the team brings together
the complete technological “food-chain” aiming to gracefully scale the speed of Active Optical Cables from current state-of-theart that hardly exceeds 140 Gb/s, towards the terabit scale, using photonic integration technology and new system concepts.
“MIRAGE builds on European competencies to develop innovative photonic technology and deliver value-added components,”
explains project coordinator Hercules Avramopoulos. “Focusing on industry-qualified processes it has all the credentials to
reinforce the competitiveness of European industry and bring it to the forefront of the thriving optical interconnects market.”
Prof. Hercules Avramopoulos,
National Technical University of Athens
hav@mail.ntua.gr
MIRAGE web site and video clip: www.ict-mirage.eu
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Austerity measures make ‘poor
poorer’ claims MEP
Nikolaos
Chountis
argues that
austerity
measures are
not the answer
to Europe’s
ongoing
economic crisis

F

or the next six months the Greek government will
hold the rotating presidency of the council of the
European Union. This obligation comes at a very
crucial time, both for my country, Greece, and the
European Union as well. The policies that will be
decided and implemented in the next few months will affect
millions of people, in Greece and across Europe.
The top priorities of the next presidency are the political
and economic deepening of the European Monetary Union
and the euro, as well as, the promotion of the banking union,
the management of migration flows and maritime policies.
These issues are very important, not necessarily for the EU,
but particularly for the life of the millions of the unemployed,
the under-employed and the socially excluded. The neoliberal

forces that dominate the European institutions, want to reinforce the economic and political pillars of the eurozone and
establish a banking union, in order to promote the austerity
agenda, enhance the surveillance of the member states’ economic policies and, eventually, limit the national and European
democratic procedures, for the interests of the financial sector.
We have seen how the austerity measures and the “deepening” of the European coordination, has been unfolded in
the case of Greece, Ireland, Portugal, Spain and Italy: wage
and pension cuts, huge privatisation of public goods and
services providers, along with, unprecedented depression and
skyrocketing unemployment. Thousands of small and medium
enterprises are going bankrupt every week, while the financial
markets in the European south have been “muted”, notwithstanding the ultra-low interest rates of the European central
bank.
The situation of the neoliberal and austerity dominance
has become unsustainable for the European people and the
working class. The austerity measures that are implemented
around the EU have a goal to make the rich, richer and the
poor, poorer. The European people will not stand any more
austerity measures, any more wage cuts, any more foreclosures
or unjust taxes.
The current state of unemployment in Europe

Nikolaos Chountis
is a member of
parliament’s economic
and monetary affairs
committee

“The austerity measures that
are implemented around the EU
have a goal to make the rich,
richer and the poor, poorer”

• 5.5 million young people were unemployed in the EU-28 area in August 2013.
• This represents an unemployment rate of 23.3 per cent (23.7 per cent in the
euro area). More than one in five young Europeans on the labour market cannot
find a job; in Greece and Spain it is one in two.
• 7.5 million young Europeans between 15 and 24 are unemployed, not in
education or not in training.
• In the last four years, the overall employment rates for young people fell three
times as much as for adults.
• The gap between the countries with the highest and the lowest jobless rates for
young people remains extremely high. There is a gap of nearly 50 percentage
points between the member state with the lowest rate of youth unemployment
(Germany at 7.7 per cent in August 2013) and with the member state with the
highest rate, Greece (57.3 per cent in July 2013). Greece is followed by Spain
(56 per cent), Croatia (52 per cent), Italy (40.1 per cent), Cyprus (38.6 per cent)
and Portugal (36.8 per cent).
• The unleashed potential of job mobility across Europe to help tackle youth
unemployment remains to be further developed: the workforce in employment
in the EU is around 216.1 million of which only 7.5 million (3.1 per cent) are
working in another member state. Young people are most likely to be mobile to
find work.
Source: European commission
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Recession and unemployment
‘major threats’ to growth

G

reece will assume the presidency of the council
of the European Union at a critical transitional
juncture for Europe. The multidimensional crisis
may still persist, but we know that we have ahead a
historic bet to win for Europe’s citizens. Of course,
given the complexity of the problems that we all face and the
occurring time constraints, Greece’s job is far from easy. The
council presidency is not about miracles or big promises; it
is about efficient planning and hard work. Now is the ideal
moment for a collective effort to leave both the crisis and
euroscepticism behind us. It’s time for a real turn of the tide.
The priorities of the Greek presidency have been set in
line with the challenge of boosting the EU’s prosperity and
stability and inspiring citizens about Europe. This is especially
relevant considering that the European parliament elections
will be a decisive factor in setting the scene for the presidency.
Under this democratic framework, the Greek presidency’s
priorities are designed according to the needs of European
society, which cannot just be confined into strictly fiscal measures while ignoring other social or political criteria. What is
clear is that recession and unemployment are the two major
threats towards our endeavours to stimulate growth. Jobs
and growth are structurally and inextricably linked, therefore
job creation, cohesion policy and the introduction of a social
dimension within economic and monetary union are our first
and foremost priorities in ensuring that we don’t fall into the
trap of “jobless growth”. There is an ultimate need to safeguard
the European social model, as it is clear that without decent
jobs, especially for young people, there is no future, there is no
European narrative.
Youth unemployment has reached unacceptably high historic levels, exceeding 60 per cent in some member states. We are
facing the dangers of a “lost generation” and Europe needs to
take urgent growth-making measures. In
this vein, the Greek presidency is about
to promote a substantially enhanced and
realistic compact for growth and jobs,
that can be transformed into a diverse
European investment programme, modelled after the EU’s cohesion policy,
which will focus on employment and
the crucial support of both the European
investment bank and European central

bank, especially regarding youth entrepreneurship and innovative SME projects. Additionally, the youth employment
package and the incorporated European youth guarantee –
already on track with the European commission – shall be
significantly empowered and funded by the youth employment
initiative to accomplish their ambitious aims of creating jobs
and averting brain-drain.
As a Greek MEP, and member of the parliament’s employment and social affairs committee, I have seen on the ground
the immense effort of the Greek authorities in dealing
effectively with an unprecedented situation while developing synergies with the parliament, especially regarding social
rights’ protection. Thus, I trust the determination of the Greek
government and count on European support to put on track a
presidency for the benefit of all European citizens.
The Greek presidency is symbolically based on the sea and
the semi-circle. The sea, as a fundamental element not only
of Hellenic identity but also of European history, a symbol of
our common journey in good or bad times and our need for
solidarity. The semi-circle represents the parliament and the
ancient theatre, a powerful symbol of the womb that gave birth
to democracy and to our European institutional culture. After
all, the utmost priority of this presidency is to re-legitimise the
European dream. Europeans need to exercise their right to a
realistic optimism.

EU in danger of
creating ‘lost
generation’
unless urgent
growth-making
measures are
taken, warns
Sylvana Rapti

Sylvana Rapti
is a member
of parliament’s
employment and social
affairs committee

“Now is the ideal moment
for a collective effort to
leave both the crisis and
euroscepticism behind us.
It’s time for a real turn of
the tide”
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JANUARY

FEBRUARY

1

NEW YEAR’S DAY

7
8

MARCH

3

EP Plenary (Strasbourg)

3

Environment

PSC

4

EP Plenary (Strasbourg) PSC

4

TTE Energy PSC

Coreper II / Coreper I

5

EP Plenary (Strasbourg)

5

Coreper II / Coreper I

6

JHA PSC

Coreper II / Coreper I/PSC

9

PSC

6

EP Plenary (Strasbourg)
Coreper II (poss.)

10

Coreper I

7

Coreper I

7

JHA Coreper I

13

EP Plenary (Strasbourg)

10

FAC

10

EP Plenary (Strasbourg) EUROGROUP EPSCO

14

EP Plenary (Strasbourg) PSC

11

GAC PSC

11

EP Plenary (Strasbourg) ECOFIN PSC

15

EP Plenary (Strasbourg)

12

Coreper I

12

EP Plenary (Strasbourg) Coreper II /
Coreper I/PSC

13

EUROPEAN COUNCIL

13

EP Plenary (Strasbourg) Coreper II (poss.)

Coreper II / Coreper I/PSC

16

EP Plenary (Strasbourg)
Coreper II (poss.)

17

Coreper I

14

EUROPEAN COUNCIL

14

TTE Trasport

20

FAC

17

EUROGROUP AGRIFISH

17

FAC

21

GAC PSC

18

ECOFIN AGRIFISH PSC

18

GAC PSC

22

Coreper II / Coreper I

19

Coreper II / Coreper I/PSC

19

Coreper I

23

Coreper II (poss.) /PSC

20

COMPET Coreper II (poss.)

20

EUROPEAN COUNCIL

Informal JHA

Informal Council of Defense Ministers

24

Coreper I / Informal JHA

21

COMPET
Informal Council of Defense Ministers

21

EUROPEAN COUNCIL

27

EUROGROUP

24

EP Plenary (Strasbourg) EYCS

24

AGRIFISH

28

ECOFIN PSC

25

EP Plenary (Strasbourg) PSC

25

AGRIFISH PSC

29

Coreper II / Coreper I

26

EP Plenary (Strasbourg)

26

Coreper II / Coreper I PSC

30

PSC

27

EP Plenary (Strasbourg) Coreper II
(poss.)/ PSC

28

Coreper I

31

Coreper I

28

Informal FAC (Trade) Coreper I

Coreper II / Coreper I
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APRIL

MAY

1

PSC Informal ECOFIN –Central Banks

2

JUNE

1

LABOUR DAY

3

PSC

Coreper II / Coreper I Informal ECOFIN –
Central Banks 4th EU – AFRICA Summit

2

Coreper I

4

Coreper II / Coreper I PSC trip

3

Coreper II (poss.) PSC 4th EU – AFRICA
Summit

5

EUROGROUP Informal AGRIFISH

5

JHA TTE Transport PSC trip

4

Coreper I Gymnich

6

ECOFIN PSC Informal AGRIFISH

6

JHA TTE TELECOM PSC trip

5

Gymnich

7

Coreper II / Coreper I/PSC Informal
Maritime Ministerial Council

9

PENTECOST

8

PSC

8

FAC (TRADE)

11

Coreper II / Coreper I/PSC

9

Coreper II / Coreper I/PSC

Informal TTE (transport)

12

TTE Energy PSC

10

Coreper I trip

9

EUROPE DAY

13

Environment

11

Coreper I trip

12

FAC (+ Development tbc) Informal
COMPET

16

AGRIFISH

12

Coreper I trip

13

GAC PSC Informal COMPET

17

AGRIFISH PSC Coreper II (poss.)

14

EP Plenary (Strasbourg) GAC / FAC
AGRIFISH

14

Coreper I Informal ENVI(Env.)

18

Coreper II / Coreper I/PSC

15

EP Plenary (Strasbourg) FAC (Defense)
AGRIFISH

15

EUROPEAN COUNCIL (tbc) Informal ENVITTE (Env. – Energy)

19

EUROGROUP EPSCO

16

EP Plenary (Strasbourg) Coreper II /
Coreper I/PSC

16

EUROPEAN COUNCIL (tbc) Informal TTE
(Energy)

20

ECOFIN EPSCO (Health)

17

EP Plenary (Strasbourg) MAUNDY
THURSDAY

19

AGRIFISH

23

FAC

18

GOOD FRIDAY

20

AGRIFISH PSC EYCS (education + youth)

24

GAC PSC

20

EASTER SUNDAY

21

EYCS (culture + sports) Coreper II

25

Coreper I

21

EASTER MONDAY

22

PSC Coreper II trip

26

EUROPEAN COUNCIL

24

Informal Ministerial on Cohesion Policy

23

Coreper I Coreper II trip

27

EUROPEAN COUNCIL

25

Informal Ministerial on Cohesion Policy

24

Coreper II trip

28

Informal EPSCO (Health)

26

COMPET

29

Informal EPSCO (Health/Employment) PSC

27

COMPET PSC

30

Coreper II / Coreper I/PSC Informal
EPSCO (Employment)

28

Coreper II / Coreper I/PSC (poss.)

29

ASCENSION

30

ASCENSION

30

ASCENSION
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The Organization
ETEAN S.A.(the initials stand for National Fund for Entrepreneurship and Development), was
incorporated in 2003 as a prototype Small and Micro Business National Guarantee Fund.
Consequently, in line with the needs of the MSME market and the accumulation of relevant
know-how, the Guarantee Fund was transformed in 2011 in a multipurpose growth vehicle for
the placement of European Union Aid in viable Greek Micro, Small and Medium size Enterprises
(MSME) activity.
Today, ETEAN SA remains the only 100% state backed financial intermediary in Greece, at the
supervision of the Bank of Greece, which is functioning in reciprocity with the Greek banking sector.
The institution seeks to harmonize EU regulation and local banking practices for the benefit of
the national MSMEs, through the provision of low –cost financing solutions for business entities
with limited access to customary bank financing.

“In ETEAN, we aspire to sustain our
position as a reference institution in the
provision of attractive supplementary
financing for Greek entrepreneurship,
across all geographical and
technological frontiers”.
Georgios E. Gerontoukos
President & CEO

“The institution seeks to harmonize
EU regulation and local banking
practices for the benefit of the national
MSMEs, through the provision of
low –cost financing solutions for
business entities with limited access to
customary bank financing.”

Despite adverse economic and environmental circumstances prevailing
since 2010, the latest management efforts have achieved the swift turnaround of the Fund’s impaired financial position and its operational
priorities, bringing the Fund to fulfil its institutional role as the unique fullyfledged Greek – origin provider and manager of guarantees and repayable
credit enhancement facilities for Greek SMEs.
The Way Forward
ETEAN SA, the only government agency with widely acknowledged solid
working relations with the banking sector, will continue to monitor the real
needs of the Greek MSME market in order to accommodate them efficiently
and in a timely fashion.
In that context, the Fund has currently a comprehensive product platform
covering the whole spectrum of the economic activity, while at the same
time is prompt to upgrade its services, redesign its products, and allocate
its resources to provide viable financing alternatives at favorable terms for
MSMEs across the Greek territory. As part of its operational policy, ETEAN
adopts and utilizes the latest available technology in financial engineering
instruments, as a dedicated stakeholder in the European Structural Funds
(ESF) agenda.
Human Resources
ETEAN SA personnel is a human-intelligence intensive team of high level
finance professionals with customer-oriented approach in management.
ETEAN’s work force carries a dynamic and commercially-oriented acumen,
a high sense of accountability, teamwork and responsibility, always in the
pursuit of professional excellence.
In accordance to the versatility of its target market, the Fund’s corporate
culture is built upon respect to individuality and focus in value creation for
the individual and the business community.
Social Responsibility
In line with generally accepted principles of modern corporate governance,
ETEAN develops a Social and Environmental Responsibility agenda, which
includes energy efficiency policies and selective sponsorships for the
socially disabled and excluded. In this context, the Fund aims to adjust the
scope of its operations to provide in a risk efficient manner for business
ventures with concrete positive socio-economic externalities.

etean.indd 1

12/12/2013 18:07:19

COVERSTORY

Presidency cannot be
‘business as usual’

I

n these difficult times, the Greek presidency of the council
of the EU cannot be ‘business as usual’. It demands
vision, organisation and mobilisation of the most creative
forces in Europe. Can this be achieved by an unsuccessful
political system which has led the country straight to the
rocks and that cannot lead, not even on a basic level, a coherent plan out of the crisis? Can a government that is incapable
of coordinating its various ministries, that is afraid of an open
dialogue and that has proven that they do not have a plan,
knowledge, vision and social sensitivity, manage such a serious
task? The Greek presidency must motivate the creative forces
of society since Europe will focus on Greece for six months.
I would like to recommend the Greek presidency of the EU
council do the following.
First, there needs to be a green plan for economy and
employment. Many reports analyse the possibilities that the
green economy offers in terms of production cost reduction,
the revitalisation of SMEs, encouraging social cooperative
enterprises, increasing employment opportunities, as well
as addressing energy poverty. The Greek presidency should
promote a package of initiatives for the green transformation
of the economy in relation to social cohesion, employment and
investment in research, ecological and social innovation and
green technologies.
We also need an alternative way out of the crisis. Now that
everybody admits, either out loud or silently, that austerity
policies have exacerbated the crisis and since the European
parliament launched – following an initiative by the Greens
– an evaluation of the implications of the Troika policies, the
Greek presidency should present a convincing and concrete
alternative plan for countries in crisis that goes against failed
austerity policies. This could happen through institutionalised
cooperation and dialogue, with the participation of representatives of national parliaments, the European parliament,
European organisations of the periphery, the syndicates, social,
professional, cooperative and business entities.
Third, there must be a social pillar for the economic and
monetary union (EMU) and the Europe 2020 strategy. The
Greek presidency should highlight the social pillar of Europe
2020 through its interim evaluation, but also contribute to
specifying the social dimension of EMU. Critical issues for
citizens are social policy issues and health issues. The right
to health is a fundamental right and it thus falls under the

competence of the EU.
In view of the Paris climate summit in 2015, the Greek
presidency should place climate protection and the achievement of an ambitious agreement for the post Kyoto period
high on the agenda.
Another priority should be Europe’s migration policy.
Important decisions concerning European migration, refugees
and asylum seekers are missing, taking into serious considerations the recurring tragedies in the Mediterranean, the respect
for human rights, the joint responsibility of all member states, as
well as the opportunities for revitalising economies and societies
through legal migration routes. The debate and funding should
not focus on border issues but on social inclusion.
Finally, the participation of citizens in shaping the future
of Europe through consultation and support for initiatives
‘from below’ must be a guiding principle. Our goal should be
the political, economic and social integration of Europe, by
strengthening the
role of the European
parliament
and
of
participatory
democracy at all
levels. The Greek
presidency
will
need to manage a
number of difficult
issues such as the
rejection of GMOs
(three new varieties
of corn), the issue
of preservation of
traditional varieties of seeds, and
the completion of
consultations on the
European solidarity
fund.

Greece must
have ‘vision,
organisation
and creativity’ if
its presidency is
to be a success,
argues Nikos
Chrysogelos

Nikos Chrysogelos
is a vice-president
of parliament’s
regional development
committee

“The Greek presidency
must motivate the
creative forces of society”
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Europe must become a
‘producing continent’
An overreliance
on imports
is driving up
costs and
undermining the
EU’s security,
warns Niki
Tzavela

Niki Tzavela is
a vice chair of
parliament’s
delegation for
relations with the
United States

G

reece prepares to assume the presidency of the
council of the EU for the fifth time, at a very
challenging time for Europe. The four main priorities of the Greek presidency will be growth-jobs
cohesion, further integration of eurozone, migration-borders-mobility, and maritime policies. With one eye on
the upcoming European elections, the Greek presidency comes
at a time when EU citizens’ faith is being tested. Hence, from
the get-go, it is obvious that this presidency is much different
to other presidencies, as it is called upon to face the enormous
challenges caused by the economic and financial crisis, as
well as to be able to reinvigorate the dwindling confidence of
European citizens.
We need to find ways to provide for our citizens a cheaper,
yet better quality of life, along with affordable consumer
products. If we wish to fortify our social policies and social
cohesion, particularly in
countries hardest hit
by the crisis, we
need to ensure
Europe’s financial wellbeing
and increased
productivity.
My proposal for the
Greek presidency would
be to advance
the issue of
exploitation
of
indigenous resources
of the European continent. The European

continent continues to import everything – the reason why
we are the most expensive continent. We must therefore give
entrepreneurship a new lifeline and be able to utilise the indigenous wealth of Europe. Europe needs to become more of a
producing continent and we need to improve our interconnections from west to east; at the moment we are heavily reliant
on interconnections that bring flows of oil and gas from east
to west. Other than the United Kingdom and Norway, we
don’t really have big oil and gas producers in Europe, and we
have known for some time that production of the sources in
the North Sea are declining. I think that within this context it
is interesting to look at the option of unconventional sources
in Europe, as well as the potential of new discoveries in the
east Mediterranean and the Black Sea. Renewable and energy
efficiency measures, of course, also have an important role to
play in the medium-to-long-term.
Looking ahead, the EU-US free trade agreement and the
transatlantic trade and investment partnership (TTIP) will
provide a way in which the relations between the EU and the
US could be boosted while providing a stimulus for growth
and jobs. It is expected that the TTIP will include a chapter
on energy. Specifically, the issue of liquefied natural gas
(LNG) exports is highly significant as these exports could help
enhance the EU’s energy security. Various experts have thus
far failed to provide accurate data concerning the price impact
that LNG exports would have on the EU internal market,
but in my opinion I believe that these exports would have a
significant impact not only on the internal energy market, but
also on the geopolitics of energy in Europe’s near abroad. Since
the TTIP could be signed during the Greek presidency, my
second proposal is, within the framework of this agreement, to
facilitate cheap energy imports from the US. European energy
commissioner Günther Oettinger announced that by 2016 the
EU will be importing LNG from the US. Broadly speaking,
more diversification of energy supplies
and routes in Europe means more
energy security.
The global landscape is evolving,
new players and new alliances are
emerging and Europe needs to ensure
that we remain at the centre of global
developments. To do so, we need to
reinforce our transatlantic ties.

“My proposal for the Greek
presidency would be to advance
the issue of exploitation of
indigenous resources of the
European continent”
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RISING EUROSCEPTICISM MUST BE
A WAKE-UP CALL

FOR EUROPE
Growing euroscepticism in Europe
should be a wake-up call for clear and
concerted action if we wish to preserve
our Union for the next generation.

Following the economic and financial
Guy VERHOFSTADT
crisis, the collective failure of the EU
President of the Alliance
Member States to restore confidence
of Liberals and Democrats
in the banks and the markets, to invest
in the European Parliament
in growth enhancing measures and
to create real prospects for job creation is clearly undermining
popular support for politicians at all levels and creating space for
populists and eurosceptics to sow dissent.
Eurosceptics are wrong to seek to roll back 70 years of integration
leaving every nation state adrift to fend for themselves. When the
sea is rough it is safer to be in a large ship than a small boat.
This is no time to give up on the European Union. All the major
policy challenges of the 21st century require us to work more
closely together, not against each other. But EU leaders and
Heads of Government also have a duty not to shirk their own
responsibility to ensure that the commitments undertaken at
summits, for example to urgently create a full banking union,
become a reality.
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Presidency gives ‘new vision’ for
environmental sustainability
The Greek
presidency
needs to face
the challenge
of building a
sustainable
future for
Europe

Demetres Karavellas is
director of WWF Greece

I

n the middle of an unprecedented financial crisis, and
at a crucial time in the course of the EU’s future direction, with forthcoming changes in the commission and
parliament, Greece takes on its fifth presidency of the
EU in just a few weeks’ time. While some might argue
that the EU, together with the International Monetary Fund
and European central bank, the so-called troika, have offered
important financial assistance, there is no doubt that the economic adjustment programme imposed on Greece has paid
little or no attention to the environment. In fact, during these
challenging times of fiscal austerity, Greece, Portugal, Spain
and Italy have witnessed major rollbacks in their environmental policies and legislation – as documented in WWF’s
monthly crisis watch bulletin – with the EU doing next to
nothing to uphold its once global leadership role in environmental policy.
It is in this setting that Greece is called
upon to handle, and indeed preside over,
the tough agenda of the EU. Although
Greece and many European countries
are certainly challenged with stretched
public finances and soaring unemployment levels, the response cannot be
limited to yet more and more painful
austerity measures and yet more and
more structural reform. Now is the time
to shift into development mode but with
the right vision, strategy and timeframe.
Now is the opportunity for Europe to
do away with the failed development
paradigm of the previous decades and
become a true leader in forging more
sustainable, living economies for the
future. And Greece itself is in dire need
of such a new vision and future.
So what might this mean
in practical terms and what
could we expect from the
Greek presidency? Well,
for example, EU financial
flows need to support –
rather than undermine
– this shift to a more sus-

tainable economy. Environmentally harmful subsidies need to
be phased out and taxation needs to be shifted from labour and
investment capital to taxing resource use and polluting activities. Financial support packages need to be shifted towards
green innovation and job creation, rather than supporting
problematic investments with little return and great environmental cost. We must tax harmful activities, not public goods.
In the maritime arena where Greece has its own rich
history and obvious strong interests, the presidency coincides
with the first critical steps in the implementation of a new
common fisheries policy. With the alarming state of many
EU fish stocks, and the ‘too little, too late’ track record of
fisheries management measures, now is the time to push for
bold implementation. The EU and member states must ensure
that national operational plans of the European maritime and
fisheries funds are supporting the right types of activities in
the coastal communities. At a time when
many fishers who are suffering from
the results of overfishing are looking
for solutions, could this also be an open
challenge for Greece to lead by example
and finally breathe some life into the
Mediterranean regulation?
These and many other proposals covering climate and energy policies, such
as biodiversity, water, food, EU development policy, have been formulated and
already submitted to the Greek government by WWF and many other
NGOs. These are no doubt difficult
times. While the very real challenges facing Greece and Europe require
immediate attention, real leadership will
be judged by the ability to plan beyond
the short-term crisis management mode,
and actively contribute to a more hopeful
vision and sustainable
future for the citizens
of Europe. Let us hope
that the Greek presidency will not shy away
from this challenge.

“Now is the opportunity for Europe to do away with
the failed development paradigm of the previous
decades and become a true leader in forging more
sustainable, living economies for the future”
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Presidency priorities
can ‘build bridges’
across Europe

T

he Greek presidency represents an important opportunity and challenge for the conference of peripheral
maritime regions (CPMR), the only regional organisation structured around geographical commissions.
These correspond to sea basins,
from the Baltic to the Black Sea also
encompassing the Atlantic, North Sea
and Mediterranean.
Certainly the Mediterranean, the
islands and the Balkan and Black Sea
commissions will be cooperating with
the next EU presidency, but also CPMR
as a whole will work on most of the
Greek priorities, notably on growth,
jobs, territorial cohesion, maritime policies, further integration of the EU, as
well as migrations, borders and mobility.
On cohesion policy, we are the only association raising concerns about the potential contradiction between the European
semester annual cycle of country specific recommendations
and the multiannual investments made through European
structural and investment funds. On this issue, Annika
Annerby Jansson, our president, will be involved in the
informal council on cohesion in April supporting the idea
that these investments should be given the appropriate legal
and financial framework to be fully operational and effective.
During the council, Ugo Cappellacci, president of the CPMR
islands commission, will be focusing on the need to include
criteria other than GDP able to address geographical handicaps for the next programming period.
As regards maritime policy, we are keen to get involved in
the inter-ministerial conference on maritime issues in May,
underlining the importance of implementing the integrated
maritime policy, increasing maritime safety, focusing on a
better knowledge of the oceans and also developing the blue
growth approach. Particularly on this last issue, we believe that
maritime professions should become more attractive, and it
supports not only emerging maritime economic sectors, such
as renewable ocean energy, coastal tourism or blue biotechnologies, but also existing sectors, such as fisheries, aquaculture,
and transport.
Concerning the future of EU integration and all issues linked
to the EU borders, we launched in 2012 an in-depth reflection

“CPMR is the only association
raising concerns about the potential
contradiction between the European
semester annual cycle of country specific
recommendations and the multiannual
investments made through European
structural and investment funds”

on macro-regions that
correspond to ‘catchment areas’ and span
across different territories with common characteristics requiring transnational
action. Through its ‘macro-regions task force’ we aim to work
on these particular cooperation areas and bring together different actors from within Europe and its neighbours, thus
providing a bridge for cooperation across Europe and beyond.
The Greek presidency along with the Italian will certainly
work on developing and implementing the Adriatic-Ionian
strategy and will touch upon the overall Mediterranean strategy.
The CPMR, particularly our inter-Mediterranean commission, will support this work, outlining a territorial approach
linked to the experiences of its members. In this respect, a
‘Stakeholder conference on the Adriatic-Ionian strategy’ is
already scheduled in Athens for February by the Greek presidency. We will be involved in this event highlighting regional
experiences and challenges on the topics to be addressed. Our
inter-mediterranean commission will also meet in Patras in
March to address the issue of how to implement an integrated
approach to maritime policy across the Mediterranean.
We have been and will seek to continue our useful involvement with all EU presidencies so as to actively support the
interests and concerns of its member regions. We hope that our
key priorities regarding maritime policy, enhancing accessibility and respecting territorial cohesion will be carried through
by both the Greek and Italian presidencies, in particular in
this important geopolitical space that is the Mediterranean.

The CPMR
will help to
bring together
different actors
from both within
Europe and its
neighbours to
meet the Greek
presidency
goals, explains
Eleni Marianou

Eleni Marianou is
secretary general of
the conference of
peripheral maritime
regions of Europe
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Greek presidency to kick off
‘year of the Mediterranean’
With Italy and
Greece holding
presidencies
over 2014,
coastal and
maritime
policy is set
to dominate
the agenda,
writes Maria
Damanaki

M

arine and Maritime affairs: The blue economy
means growth for the Mediterranean
From 2014 it will be the ‘year of the
Mediterranean’ when it comes to EU maritime
policy. That’s because from January, Greece
will assume the presidency of the council of the European
Union and, six months later, will be followed by Italy. With its
sprawling coastlines and numerous coastal communities, the
maritime sector is of obvious and strategic interest to Greece.
It is therefore of no surprise that maritime policy is one of
the four thematic priorities recently announced by the Greek
presidency.
We are all acutely aware that these are challenging times for
the blue economy. But with challenge comes opportunity. This
opportunity which presents itself to the Greek presidency, with
its knowledge and expertise in the area, is to inject momentum
into our blue growth agenda and ensure that our seas and
oceans help Europe’s recovery.

The maritime sector employs 5.4 million people across
Europe working in professions as diverse as shipbuilding,
fishing and tourism, in growth areas such as offshore wind, or
in emerging sectors such marine-based pharmaceuticals and
cosmetics. But it could employ seven million people by 2020
and that is where the opportunity for Europe lies in these
challenging times.
To do this, the blue growth agenda focuses on those maritime sectors which hold the greatest potential for new jobs and
growth which include marine renewable energy, aquaculture,
blue biotechnology, coastal tourism, and sea bed mining. It also
places an emphasis on getting the infrastructure right by focusing on support for research and marine knowledge, maritime
training, cost-efficient cooperation on maritime surveillance,
improved planning of maritime space and the further implementation of the marine strategy framework directive.
As you can see, this policy area is diverse and made up of
many different sectors. If the EU is to continue the growth
of the blue economy we need to bring
together the different strands of EU
maritime policy. All maritime sectors
are interconnected, not only with each
other, but also with the wider economy
and society, as well as the environment
which they operate in. So the real way
to unlock this potential is to increase the
visibility of maritime policy across horizontal EU policies and embed it within
different initiatives across the EU. The
integrated maritime
policy (IMP), one of
the Greek’s presidency’s priorities, aims
at doing just that.
For instance, we see
that uncoordinated
management of sea
space in Europe is
too often detrimental to investments in
the blue economy. A
European legislative
framework for mari-

“A European
legislative framework
for maritime spatial
planning and
integrated coastal
management will
boost sustainable
maritime growth”
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time spatial planning and integrated coastal management will
boost sustainable maritime growth by facilitating the spatial
development of emerging sectors, such as renewable energy
or aquaculture, whilst preserving the health of marine ecosystems.
With maritime planning, operators will have the certainty
of what economic development is possible and where, as well
as what procedures are necessary to get permits and licensing. This will help create an optimal investment climate for
maritime sectors.
The next six months will hopefully have the reaching of
agreement with the co-legislators towards the adoption of the
Directive. I am delighted that the Greek Presidency will be
working together with us, the Parliament, the member states
and the other Institutions to make sure that we deliver on our
commitments to the Blue Growth agenda.
In the next few months we will publish a number of
Communications which will strengthen our commitment in

the areas of ocean energy, coastal tourism, common information sharing and innovation in marine data and knowledge.
These Communications, all likely to be published during
the Greek Presidency, are indicative of Europe’s collective
commitment to maximising the potential of the sea in a way
which is sustainable in the long term economically, socially
and environmentally. We will not stop here and we will work
across of all the different maritime sectors and infrastructural
issues which confront us to ensure that we can reach our 2020
ambitions for economic recovery.
What we have tried to achieve in the last year, and the
plans we have for the next six months and beyond recognise
that blue growth can play a central role in this sustainable
European recovery. I look forward to working closely the
Greek government across these areas and believe that with
their support, knowledge and commitment we can make the
Blue Economy a European success story in 2014 across the
Mediterranean and beyond.

Maria Damanaki is
European maritime
affairs and fisheries
commissioner
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US and EU must continue to be
‘critical partners’
But ‘crisis
of trust’
influencing
seven decades
of strong EU-US
relationship,
says Ehler

T

he last year has been a turbulent one for transatlantic relations: The re-election of president Barack
Obama, a close ally for the European Union and
trusted partner in 2012, was welcomed by Europeans.
The anticipation to start negotiations on a comprehensive US-EU trade agreement fuelled the hope for an
intensification of transatlantic relations.
The current crisis of trust is now influencing the strong
relationship that has been built over almost seven decades.

Nowhere else has the US committed so much of its intellectual, economic, and security capital since 1945 and
throughout the Cold War as to Europe, for the purpose of
guaranteeing global stability and peace.
In the 21st century, the EU, as the complementing key
advocate of the rules-based international economic and
political order, has been among the closest allies of the US.
This spirit has been profoundly shaken by the revelations
on NSA surveillance practices. The methods of the NSA- in
particular when directed against leading
representatives of befriended nations
and within their premises – are completely unacceptable and have to be
investigated thoroughly. The concerns
of our citizens have to be taken seriously and have to be discussed openly.
But I would like to repeat what I
said earlier this year in this magazine:
we should not put at risk one of the
largest trade projects of this decade,
the transatlantic trade and investment
partnership (TTIP).
It is these tough economic times
facing both the US and the EU that
underpin recent support for a transatlantic free trade agreement. By
launching negotiations, the EU and
the US developed a joint transatlantic
initiative for jobs and growth, including a roadmap for promoting trade
and investment. I strongly oppose any
suspension of the TTIP negotiations.
As I emphasised many times in
plenary, even within the last week, to
take TTIP hostage over Prism would
not only affect the Americans, but
would also have dire consequences for
the European economy.
The conclusion
of a transatlantic
free trade agreement would create
much-needed jobs
and provide new
economic growth

“Let’s hope that the current
crisis will be a trigger
to rethink, rebuild and
reinforce our partnership”
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the Bureau of European and Eurasian
affairs, has recently called for a “transatlantic renaissance” and even more
pleasing: a survey published this week
by the Pew research centre states that a
majority of the respondents see Europe
as more important to the US than did
so in 2011: “Thinking about the relationships the United States has with Europe and Asia, 50 per
cent of the public sees ties with Europe as most important
for the US, compared with 35 per cent who say relations
with Asian nations are most important”. Let’s hope that the
current crisis will be a trigger to rethink, and rebuild and
reinforce our partnership.
The challenges we are facing are manifold and cannot
be solved by the US or the EU alone: The US and the EU
are also critical partners in addressing global political and
economic problems through the Nato alliance and together
account for 90 per cent of global development assistance in
health as well as 80 per cent of overall aid around the world.
As chair of the transatlantic legislators dialogue, I will
ensure that we will constructively work towards not only the
realisation of the transatlantic economic relationship’s full
potential, but also the safeguarding and revitalisation of our
shared core values and common goals.

SPECIALREPORT

in Europe. Something we should not
ignore – especially in times of economic crisis. Regulatory cooperation
and standardisation will be key in this
process: If the US and the EU do not
improve cooperation in this regard, the
emerging BRIC countries could seriously challenge established standards.
In particular in the field of emerging technologies an EU and
US cooperation in standardisation is crucial.
Instead of demanding to put TTIP on hold, we should
consider reaching a mutual understanding that neither the
negotiations nor persons and institutions involved should be
subjected to offensive intelligence measures by either side.
Despite the concerns of today, strategically we should keep in
mind our transatlantic friendship, our common history, mutual
values, as well as joint achievements.
This position is shared by European decision makers
and US representatives alike. The recent visits of congress
representatives to the European parliament show that our
concerns are being taken seriously. Senator Murphy and congressmen Diaz-Baart, Meeks and Jim Sensenbrenner – who
visited Brussels in early November – are truly committed to a
strong transatlantic partnership and will help to rebuild trust.
They are not alone: Victoria Nuland, assistant secretary at

“The challenges we are
facing are manifold and
cannot be solved by the US
or the EU alone”

Christian Ehler is chair
of parliament’s EU-US
delegation

Lack of legal ‘safeguards’ protecting
EU citizens’ privacy exposed

A

llegations of mass surveillance of EU citizens’ communications, including emails, phone calls, and text
messages, eavesdropping on EU leaders’ phone calls
including chancellor Merkel, and spying on EU
institutions and UN headquarters, have all had an
unprecedented impact on EU-US transatlantic relations and
have, in the opinion of many, resulted in a loss of trust.
It is now over six months since the initial reports on Prism
and the NSA’s ability to intercept and store the personal data
of EU citizens surfaced. Since then, further allegations have
been relentless, exposing the expansive capacities of the NSA
and the lack of legal protections or safeguards for EU citizens’
rights to privacy.
As part of the civil liberties justice and home affairs (LIBE)
committee inquiry into the mass surveillance of EU citizens,
MEPs travelled to Washington to discuss directly with US
counterparts the allegations of indiscriminate and disproportionate operations of the NSA and the steps that needed to
be taken to re-establish trust in our relations. One thing both

sides had in common was that the Snowden revelations have
raised areas of legitimate concern and it was now time to have
an informed public debate on the issue of surveillance. It was
also clear to our inquiry that we would be looking closely at
the situation within the European Union, in relation to the
allegations.
From listening to high level US counterparts, it became
clear that both the US constitution and legal framework makes
it extremely difficult to ensure privacy for EU citizens. Despite
the fact that EU customers private data is being transferred to
the US through major companies like Facebook, Microsoft,
and Google, there are no sufficient safeguards in place to limit
the interception of this data by US authorities nor is there any
judicial redress mechanism in place to guarantee EU citizens
access to justice. Such demands will have to remain within the
scope of international agreements which places great importance on the ongoing negotiations between the EU and the US
on a framework agreement on data protection in the field of
police and judicial cooperation to instil a relationship of reci-

MEP inquiry
looks at
rebuilding
trust between
the EU and
US following
damaging
spying
allegations, says
Moraes
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procity between
both sides and
ensure strong and
enforceable rights
for our citizens.
The European
parliament has
now entered into
its final stages in
its initial investigation into the
Edward Snowden
revelations. It is
important to point
out that the scope of the inquiry does
not only centre on actions carried out
by the US, but also EU member states
intelligence authorities and their cooperation with the US. Our role is to
protect the fundamental rights of EU
citizens and it is clear that the scope of
activities described is completely disproportionate in the important fight against
terrorism and for security.
The European parliament has been a
strong actor in this debate and has been
consistent in communicating to the US
that we are serious about protecting EU
citizens’ right to privacy. It has voted in
favour of new EU data protection rules,
ensuring that adequate levels of data
protection are guaranteed with transatlantic transfers of EU citizens’ data.
As mentioned, it voted in favour of
the suspension of the EU-US terrorist
finance tracking programme international agreement with the US due to
serious doubts as to whether or not it
had been compromised, as set out in the Snowden allegations.
In addition, through the scope of the inquiry, it has expressed
serious criticism on the existing safe harbour decision, asking
that it be suspended and a new mechanism put in place.
For now, parliament has to keep pressure on the council to
speed up its work on implementing the new data protection
package and ensure that data privacy protections are achieved
separately from the ongoing EU-US trade agreement. In
relation to both the Swift agreement and safe harbour, it is
important to remember that the majority of the European
parliament wants such agreements to work securely and safely,
in the interests of anti-terrorism and for good commercial relationships (safe harbour), but these agreements must be based

“It [is] clear
that both the US
constitution and
legal framework
makes it extremely
difficult to ensure
privacy for EU
citizens”

Claude Moraes
is a member of
parliament’s civil
liberties, justice
and home affairs
committee and special
rapporteur on US
surveillance on EU
citizens

on trust from both sides.
An informed public debate needs to take place now. The
recent delegation was very constructive in building relationships, particularly with congress and civil society, and discussed
hard issues such as Swift and safe harbour face to face with
direct counterparts in the treasury, federal trade commission
and US business community. In this sense, we contributed to
an important public debate.
The European parliament inquiry into mass surveillance
will report and be voted on in a 2014 plenary session in
Strasbourg, a vital part of that report will be the narrative of
how we are rebuilding trust on these vital issues between the
EU and US.
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EU-US trade deal should follow
‘ambitious and binding’ approach

I

personally share a very positive attitude towards the
transatlantic trade and investment partnership (TTIP)
and I believe this attitude is worth being upheld. Of
course, we are aware of concerns about our negotiating
partner spying on us. Everybody in Europe is now more
conscious of data protection than ever. Nonetheless, I am
convinced that the spying incidents should not endanger this
historic chance to benefit people on both sides of the Atlantic,
particularly in the EU. We will not allow the standard of
protection in Europe, provided by the coming data protection
reform, to be reduced by the TTIP. Data protection in terms of
data flow between trading partners has not yet been a discussion point, but will certainly be during the next rounds.
The TTIP agreement bears enormous advantages. Given
the fact that budgets in Europe and the US are tight, there
is very little room to stimulate the economy through government spending. That is why I expect it to be crucial for both
sides to make progress in the free trade talks swiftly, in order
to generate growth and employment. Negotiations on the
TTIP agreement started in Washington DC on June 2013.
The second round was recently held in Brussels on 11-15th
November, while the next meeting is expected to be on
16-20th December in Washington. In addition to the personal meetings in Brussels
and Washington, the talks continue via
video conferences. During these, the overall
frame is set and each sector is brought up
for a first discussion. From round to round, I
expect the fragments to gradually become a

clearer picture. The broader the agreement in terms of sectors,
tariffs and common approaches of regulation, the greater the
economic effect will be for our European companies.
Generally, the negotiations of the agreement must reflect
transparency, a safeguarding of our standards and a better deal
for both the US and the EU, without one side feeling as a loser
in the bargain. Hence, the agreement should reflect an ambitious and binding approach, as the EU and the US together set
high standards that also apply on the worldwide stage.
It is crucial, however, that not every sector is treated in
the same way, especially the removal of technical barriers to
trade, which could bring an economic boost in growth so as to
prevent double certification, such as in EU automotive exports
to the US, where additional approval by the US authorities is
needed most of the time.
In the first place, the TTIP is a trade agreement, so the
focus should stay on trade issues. Free market access is one
of the most important conditions for successful international
trade. The negotiations between the EU and US could in my
view result in the largest economic bloc in the world. The two
economic powers account for about half of global GDP and
one-third of world trade, showing the enormous economic
potential.
European companies, workers and citizens can benefit enormously from an open
EU-US market, since the EU has a lot of
very competitive businesses and qualitatively superior products and services, including
many world leaders and top brands.

“In the first place, TTIP
is a trade agreement,
so the focus should
stay on trade issues”

QuisthoudtRowohl expects
‘fragments
to gradually
become a
clearer picture’
in trade
agreement talks
with US

Godelieve QuisthoudtRowohl is parliament’s
EPP group shadow
rapporteur on trade
and economic relations
with the United States

16 December 2013 PARLIAMENTMAGAZINE 77

77 PM.indd 77

12/12/2013 15:16:47

EU-US RELATIONS

EU ‘talking shop’
in Washington
The US
Congress and
European
parliament are
developing
‘deep and
direct’
relationships,
says head of
parliament’s DC
office, Antoine
Ripoll tells
Brian Johnson

A

ntoine Ripoll is a man with a mission; a very unique
mission. As the head of the only European parliament liaison office based outside the EU, Ripoll’s job
is to put the parliament and its role as key EU legislators firmly on the Washington DC map. His task
would be a difficult one at the best of times; add to the mix
the current polarisation that’s stymying the US political system
and to a layman it’s a tough choice to work out whether the
French official is in an enviable or unenviable position.
Not so for Ripoll, who by all accounts has brought a breath
of fresh air to the parliament’s Washington DC office since
his arrival just over a year ago. “This is the only European
parliament office outside the EU, so the question is, why
did the parliament decide to do this four years ago?”, asks
Ripoll. “Because we believe that the relationship with the US,
especially with members of Congress is important politically
and as much as there is a strong interest within the European
parliament in US politics we believed that we could raise
awareness levels within Congress of the role and work of the
parliament. We felt that having an office here in DC would
help build a stronger relationship with our American legislative counterparts.”
Ripoll sees his role as more than just informing US legislators about the parliament’s activities, he wants members of
Congress and MEPs to be engaging with each other, to be
talking “shop” on policy, to be discussing legislation, even if
necessary arguing with each other. “What we want to build is
a political and legislative dialogue between members of parliament and Congress”, says Ripoll, adding, “We believe that
legislators from both sides need to know each other better,
need to work together better on real issues not only on the
basics such as common values, common understanding and
finding common ground but to explain and highlight that
they both legislate independently on a wide range of issues;
on policy like financial regulation, trade, agriculture, energy,
transport, you name it.”
But he says, too often both sides “don’t even know that
the other is doing”. Ripoll is currently focusing on alerting
members and staffers of Congress “and all those who influence the congress” that there is a “different business model
in Europe now” following the introduction of the Lisbon
treaty. “Europe isn’t what many people in DC still believe it

is; namely just the 28 member states.
These member states decide - on issues
together with the parliament - so there’s
a new decision making process and
Washington needs to know and understand that.”
On an issue like trade Ripoll says, “we
are now beginning to negotiate a very
big trade and investment partnership
with the US. Congress will say yes or
no to TTIP in the end exactly as the
European parliament will.” Since the
visit of parliament’s trade committee
in the spring, says Ripoll, members of
congress and the senate “now understand that the European parliament has
exactly the same powers as the Congress
and not only will say yes or no, but will
follow the negotiations and if we are not
happy along the way at any time then we
will blow the whistle to say to the negotiators that we have a problem.”
Congress now begins to “gets this”
he says, “they now understand that for
example with the NSA-Prism-data
privacy revelations, the parliament is a
partner, is their partner regarding data
privacy. They have understood that very
well and when MEPs from the civil liberties, justice and home affairs (LIBE)
and foreign affairs committees recently
had meetings here on the ‘hill’ and with
the US administration, it provoked a
kind of realisation shockwave that the
parliament is a key player in terms of
data privacy, not only
EU member states.
Ripoll adds that
in the two months
since the committee
visits, three delegations from Congress
have gone to the parliament “to address
these issues; so this is
a significant change.”
US policymakers
are used to certain
ideas of how things
are, he suggests.

“The day we have
members and staffers
from both sides of the
Atlantic talking shop every
day, then my mission will
be accomplished. There is
still ground to cover, but
I believe we are on the
right track.”
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“Sometimes we have
to send warnings. We
exist as a parliament,
we have power and
of course we would
like to avoid using
this negatively, but
if we have to we will
because we have a duty
to defend our ideas
and values. That is our
job. We are a political
body. We much prefer
to use these powers
in a positive way, but
sometimes we need to be vocal to pass
our messages.”
But It’s the “deep relationship”,
between members of parliament and
congress that’s at the heart of Ripoll’s
plans. “This is why we encourage MEPs
to come to DC as it’s a way for them to
engage directly with their counterparts.
This is why we encourage members of
congress to go to Brussels to have these
direct relationships. This is the only way
to engage in serious and deep conversations. Without these conversations we
will never be able to get beyond our
differences.
Recently, says Ripoll, “we had a
meeting between colleagues from
the LIBE committee secretariat and
their counterparts on the hill. It was
an extremely detailed and specialised
debate; I didn’t understand half of what
was said, because it was so technical. But
that was exactly the kind of dialogue
I had hoped for. We have to have EU
abd US legislators debating about linked
legislative issues, about issues such as
reform of the CAP and the US farm bill
or the banking sector regulation. I firmly
believe that the time for talking generalities is over, we need to work on detailed
pieces of legislation. The day we have
members and staffers from both sides of
the Atlantic talking shop every day, then
my mission will be accomplished. There
is still ground to cover, but I believe we
are on the right track.”

“We had a meeting between colleagues
from the LIBE committee secretariat
and their counterparts on the hill.
It was an extremely detailed and
specialised debate; I didn’t understand
half of what was said, because it was
so technical. But that was exactly the
kind of dialogue I had hoped for”
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US-based Public Affairs Council
looking to embed good ideas
PAC president
Doug Pinkham
explains to
Brian Johnson
why, in an
increasingly
global world, it’s
important to get
people talking.

For more information
on PAC’s European
activities contact
András Baneth at
abaneth@pac.org

I

t’s good to talk, suggests Doug Pinkham, and in an
increasingly international business environment, it’s
essential to talk globally. Pinkham, president of the
Washington DC-based public affairs council (PAC), was
in Brussels recently for the official opening of the association’s new European office. Founded just under 60 years ago,
PAC has seen its membership and role expand as the business
world has developed over the years. “Our membership has
broadened and is now incredibly diverse ranging from some
big NGOs to a lot of major companies, trade associations and
consultancies, chiefly in the US but increasingly globally,” says
Pinkham. Non-political and non-partisan – PAC don’t actually lobby – Pinkham says the organisation’s “value proposition”
is to ensure that “good ideas get embedded in many different
places”.
Increasingly his association deals with American based
companies that see much of their future growth abroad as well
as foreign owned companies doing business in both Europe
and the United States. “What we have found is that among
the really big companies, many of them will freely admit that
they struggle with global public affairs,” he says, adding, “So
how do you maintain consistent values, principles and operating practices around the globe? You could be a large company
and make a relatively small mistake in some distant part of the
world and as a CEO there may be 20 or 30 million people who
hear about it before you do. And that is I think a fear that a
lot of the big companies have. If you don’t have some sort of
organised smart system for managing how you deal with stakeholders and media then how do you know if you are saying
the same things around the world? Is your public position in
Europe, even if not identical, at least consistent with what you
are doing in the states?”

And that’s where PAC’s European office comes in. With
business challenges becoming increasingly global, the association’s ‘Brussels’ programmes are being designed to assist both
organisations operating in Europe and those trying to be
more effective in Asia, Africa and of course the United States.
“When you bring people together there are a lot of fresh ideas
that come out. Within a business community our experience is that people who are active in their trade associations
generally know all about the people and organisations in that
community. So energy companies talk to energy companies,
chemical companies talk to chemical companies, AT&T talks
to other telephone companies. But remarkably there is not a
lot of sharing between sectors or between the non-profit and
pro-profit worlds.”
But if you can get people talking, says Pinkham then they
might find things in common “You might see some coalitions
created, you might find NGOs and companies finding that
there’s some common ground. So I think that’s what’s interesting for companies or for large non-profits when we host
programmes and events. And for MEPs to know that we are
doing this, I think they will find it engaging, that there will
be opportunities to not just talk to tech companies about data
privacy issues, but talk to food companies about data privacy
issues and talk to chemicals, or energy companies because
often policies and regulations will have not only unintended
consequences, but they will have broader implications than
what was perhaps initially intended.”
One of the great blessings of Pinkham’s job, he says, is that,
“I don’t have to get anyone to agree to anything. I kind of
throw the party and invite really good guests around interesting subjects in an interesting venue and from that come
interesting ideas.”
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NEW TECHNOLOGY FOR
INVESTIGATING CONTAMINATED SOIL
By 2013 more than a million sites across Europe are deemed as potentially contaminated. Cleaning up
these sites can be a lengthy and costly process. Now, this might be about to change. A partnership of
European companies is working on a high-tech system that uses the latest technology to improve and
speed up the process of soil contamination investigation.
Step 1: Initial survey of the
location. Using the Ground
Penetrating Radar
(GPR) and groundtracer.

Step 2: Probing and data
sampling.
Step 3: Data analysis.

E

nvironmental contamination
is not only related to air and
drinking water, but also to
local soil contaminations
caused by human activity,
such as industry or waste
disposal. Contaminated
sites are often located inside urbanized
areas, and it is often impossible to hold
the polluters responsible, for which reason
the society have to carry the costs for
cleaning. This is a burden on public budgets
nationally and regionally.
CLEANING UP REMEDIATION IS A
LENGTHY AND COSTLY PROCESS
Before a remediation can even begin the
site has to be investigated thoroughly
to determine the exact composition and
extent of the contamination. Investigating
soil contamination is a multi-stage
endeavor, whereby a large number of
boreholes have to be made in the ground
to collect soil samples from different depths
for laboratory testing. The number of
boreholes is determined by the extent of
the soil contamination. Areas of significant
sizes will require many boreholes to
determine the extent of the contamination.

MICCS.indd 1

The system is now in the testing phase, with
a number of trials already carried out at
various locations across the EU.
A PARTNERSHIP OF EUROPEAN FIRMS
The participating partners are: UST
Umweltsensortechnik GmbH from Germany,
Biorem Aps from Denmark, SonicSampDrill
BV from The Netherlands and Danish
Technological Institute under coordination
of DGE Group A/S from Denmark.

THE MICCS SYSTEM
A partnership of European companies is
working on a high-tech site investigation
system that would enable faster, real
time soil contamination data collection.
Financed through EU’s Seventh Framework
Program, the system abbreviated as
MICCS, or Methodology for fast and
reliable Investigation and Characterization
of Contaminated Sites, uses the latest
technology to improve the process of soil
pollution investigation. MICCS involves
ground-penetrating radars for a quick
overview of the affected area. A new
generation of sensors is then used to survey
the soil. The resulting real time data is
transmitted directly to a nearby workstation
with analytics software.
SIGNIFICANTLY LOWER COSTS
The technology implies significantly lower
costs of soil investigation by eliminating
the need to collect, transport and analyse
soil samples. Public budgets can benefit
from lower soil pollution investigation costs,
and potentially this can have tremendous
effects on EU’s intensifying efforts to clean
up the environment and thereby reducing
the health risk of thousands of EU citizens..

Learn more about the project and see the
progress on: MICCS.eu
For further information, please contact
Project Coordinator,
Jørgen Mølgaard Christensen
T: (+45) 4025 1550 • E: jmc@dge.dk
Dissemination Manager,
Flemming Lau Jørgensen
T: (+45) 4062 7343 • E: flj@biorem.dk
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RESEARCH REVIEW | Geothermal power

‘Significant barriers’ to geothermal
power must be overcome
With the right
legislation,
geothermal
technology
could make
an important
contribution to
Europe’s energy
mix, says Prodi

I

n an environment of high and unstable energy prices,
geothermal power offers a cost-effective, renewable and
alternative energy option with multiple advantages. As
it relies on harvesting the continuous heat flux coming
from Earth, – which represents 25 billion times the
world’s annual energy consumption – it is an almost unlimited
source of energy. It is also the only source of renewable energy
capable of driving consistent and reliable electricity generation
24 hours a day, 365 days a year. It is flexible and can provide
base load electricity, thus complementing various other renewables while providing broad market opportunities. It could
displace oil, gas and electricity,
thus reducing our external energy
dependency and increasing security of supply. Last but not least, the

integrated generation of heating and power has been shown to
have a significant positive effect on job creation.
The development of advanced technologies such as
‘enhanced geothermal systems’ has enabled us to reach electricity production of more than 10,000 GWh/y across Europe.
Geothermal power accounted for 4.4 per cent of total renewable energy consumption in the EU in 2010. According to the
European commission, geothermal power and heat could avoid
up to 40 megatons of CO2 a year in 2020 and 50 megatons
a year in 2030 However, while the resources of geothermal
energy are infinite, the key challenge today is to tap them
with state of the art technology,
under realistic economic conditions, while relaying societal and
environmental concerns. Given

“Given the right policy environment,
geothermal technology would be
able to contribute significantly to our
energy and environmental objectives”
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POLICYPROGRESS

the right policy environment, geothermal technology would
be able to contribute significantly to our energy and environmental objectives (20 per cent for renewable energy’s share of
energy consumption in the EU by 2020 and the promotion
and use of renewable energy), but there are significant barriers
to overcome.
The disposal of waste water containing small quantities of
chemicals (boron and arsenic) and gases (hydrogen sulphide
and carbon dioxide), although minor when compared to that
of other industrial pollutants, represents a first challenge.
Various methods are used to tackle this issue, such as the total
reinjection of separated water, or mineral extraction. Under
the seventh framework programme, funding has also been
devoted to research aiming at understanding and mitigating
the induced seismicity associated with some geothermal field
development. The Horizon 2020 framework programme for
research and development includes significant allocations
for support to the ongoing research activities on geothermal
technologies in order to address these environmental concerns.
However, the main obstacle to the development of the
geothermal sector in Europe remains the high cost of drilling, which represents two thirds of the costs of a geothermal
plant. Competition with the oil and gas industry for drilling
subcontractors has an undesirable impact on exploration costs,
which increase with the price of oil and gas. Furthermore, the
geothermal industry faces the high risk of heat and electricity
production not reaching the proposed objectives, given that
30 to 40 per cent of wells fail to reach their output target.
Advances in this area are urgently needed so as to enable
market actors to drive down these costs through improved
research, industrialisation of the supply chain and more efficient policies and support schemes.
Presently, 13 member states offer geothermal electricity feed-in tariffs, ranging
from 25 to 300 €/MWh. This is where
a functioning emissions trading scheme
is fundamental to ensure fair competition and pricing. Furthermore, complex
administrative procedures for geothermal
exploitation are creating significant delays
for obtaining the necessary permits and
licences, generating uncertainty for investors. Energy regulators and competition authorities, at EU
and national level, need to act decisively to ensure that all
companies are treated equally, ensuring a level playing field.
Uniformity across member states is a prerequisite for the
completion of an ‘open, integrated and flexible market’ whose
dynamics will drive investments rather than subsidies. This
requires a real integration of Europe’s energy networks and
systems, and the further opening of energy markets to ensure
the transition to a low carbon economy. The architecture for

“Energy regulators and competition
authorities, at EU and national level,
need to act decisively to ensure that
all companies are treated equally,
ensuring a level playing field”

the internal energy market
is, however, laid out in the
third energy package and in
complementary legislation, although the main obstacle continues to be the lack of implementation.
Renewables are expected to be at the centre of the energy
mix in Europe by 2050; geothermal power could theoretically
supply 15 per cent of European global energy by then. This
potential can only be fulfilled through a committed, integrated
and stable European renewable energy policy fostering private
investments and fairer competition upon which this shift
depends.

Vittorio Prodi
is a member of
parliament’s industry,
research and energy
committee

16 December 2013 PARLIAMENTMAGAZINE 83

82-83 PM.indd 83

12/12/2013 15:17:20

roundtable
events
roundtables.indd 1

Parliament Magazine
roundtable events
Debate at the heart of Europe
Thinking of organising an EU policy-focused discussion in Brussels?
Let the Parliament Magazine events team help manage your event.
Our roundtable debates are a unique opportunity to bring together MEPs, members
of the European commission, officials from the permanent representations of the
EU’s member states, NGOs, trade associations and other Brussels stakeholders to
discuss EU policy related issues.

Our event management service includes:
• Content research and programme writing
• Identifying speakers
• Website design, hosted on www.theparliament.com
• Marketing through our website, newsletters and databases
• 4 page event report in the Parliament Magazine
• Professional photographer
• Catering
•
•

Audio-visual services
Post-event communication

To find out more about our event services, please contact
emilie.saint-cyr@dods.eu to arrange a meeting
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Tailored Political Intelligence
Helping you stay ahead

Dods EU Monitoring is Europe's
leading provider of tailored
political intelligence.
We help organisations across
Europe to stay ahead of all
developments at an EU level
that will affect them.

Over 90% of respondents said
Dods EU Monitoring saves
them time and makes them
more efficient.
2011 Client Survey

Over 90% of respondents
would recommend Dods EU
Monitoring to someone else.
2011 Client Survey

FOR A FREE TWO WEEK TRIAL GO TO

www.dodsmonitoring.eu

eu monitoring.indd 1
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Organised by

European Public Affairs
Action Day
2014
9.00 – 18.30, Thursday 30 January 2014
Thon EU Hotel, Rue de la Loi 75, 1040 Brussels

Dods is pleased to invite you to the fifth
European Public Affairs Action Day.
Learn about the latest industry trends with a forward look at the
coming institutional changeover, public affairs 2020, new approaches
to communication strategies and reputation management.

The day begins with an energising plenary session on the Internal
Market entitled: ‘No pain no gain’ hosted by the British Chamber
of Commerce in Belgium. We then continue with a series of thought
leader breakout sessions hosted by the public affairs consultancy
community including:
• Different approaches to political communication –
by FleishmanHillard
• The impact of the data protection regulation on the credit
reporting industry, telecommunications and digital businesses –
by FB & Associati
• Changeover 2014: How can public affairs practitioners shape
the agenda? – by acumen public affairs
• Trademarks: What makes associations effective? –
by APCO Worldwide
• The Reputation Business: Time for a Rethink? –
by Cambre Associates

The conference will conclude with a visionary interactive session
entitled ‘Public Affairs 2020’ hosted by ECPA, EPACA and SEAP
followed by a networking cocktail.
Conference fees:
• Standard registration fee: 299€
• European institutions: Complimentary place
• Special rate for Dods clients - contact your account manager
for further details!

To register, please visit: www.theparliament.com/events
or contact events@dods.eu
Join the debate #epaactionday | Follow us @parlimag

Thanks to our sponsors:

In association with:

seap

society of
european affairs
professionals

epa.indd 1
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Born to
be drugged,
hunted
and shot.
Fair game?

Kimba was a tiny cub, just two days old, when he was taken from his
mother and hand-reared for the savage ‘sport’ of canned hunting.
South Africa’s canned hunting industry is the most extreme and
barbaric form of trophy hunting, and it’s on the rise. When the
price is right, lions are locked in caged enclosures with nowhere
to run – sometimes even drugged beforehand – and shot by
trophy hunters. These blood-thirsty tourists are prepared to pay
extravagant fees to kill a lion, and males with an impressive mane
can fetch up to £37,000.

Kimba was one of the lucky ones. Although he’d already
been offered as a trophy on the internet, we managed to secure
his safety and he’s now living as head of a pride at our
LIONSROCK sanctuary.
FOUR PAWS has been a leading force in global animal welfare
issues for more than twenty years, and is committed to taking
action against all forms of animal cruelty. Last year, canned
hunters killed over 1,000 lions. This has to stop. Will you give us
the urgent help we need to rescue more lions like Kimba?

Yes, I will help to rescue lions from canned hunting.
I enclose a gift of:
£20 which could help pay for vital food supplements
to help a rescued lion return to full strength
£50 which could help pay for a complete health check
for a lion on arrival at LIONSROCK
£100 which could help towards the cost of transporting
a lion to the safety of LIONSROCK
OR my own choice of £___________
I enclose a cheque to FOUR PAWS OR
Please debit my MasterCard / Visa / Maestro / CAF card

(Maestro and Solo only)

/

Issue no.

Security code

Name (exactly as it appears on card)__________________________________________________
Signature__________________________________________________________________
Please return to: FREEPOST RSAL-ZYAK-LHTS, FOUR PAWS, Unit 4, Minton
Distribution Park, London Road, Amesbury, Salisbury SP4 7RT. Thank you.
This project is an example of the worldwide activities of FOUR PAWS. Your gift supports multiple projects.
We use all donations where they are needed most.

Charity No. 1118102

4 PAWS.indd 1

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Other:
First name:
Surname:
Address:
Postcode:
Email:
Telephone:

Increase the value of your gift by 25%
For every £1 you donate, we can claim approximately 25p tax back,
at no extra cost to you.

Card no.
Expiry date

Please complete your details below:

Yes, I am a UK tax payer and I would like FOUR PAWS to treat all donations from today
and in the last four years prior to this year and until notice as Gift Aid donations.
Date declaration made ______________________

No, I am not a UK taxpayer.

1998 Data Protection Act: FOUR PAWS will hold any information you give us for administrative purposes. If you do not wish
to receive further information about our work please contact us at the address opposite. Many of our supporters are happy to
hear from other like-minded organisations. If you'd prefer not to hear from them please also let us know.

Donate online at www.four-paws.org.uk
or call 020 7922 7954

L1805MT
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RESEARCH REVIEW | Geothermal power

Europe a ‘world leader’ in
geothermal technology
According to
Oreste Rossi,
geothermal
energy is ‘an
inexhaustible
source of energy
with minimal
environmental
impact’

Oreste Rossi
is a member
of parliament’s
environment, public
health and food safety
committee

I

n September 2012, I wrote to the European commission Glasgow’s population (approximately 600,000 inhabitants).
about geothermal energy, in particular about the mining The mining industry was a source of employment and energy
industry. Geothermal energy is a carbon free, renewable for a large part of the last century and geothermal energy is
and sustainable source of energy, providing a continu- an inexhaustible source of energy with minimal environmenous, uninterrupted supply of heat. This can be used to tal impact.
In view of these facts, I asked the commission to say what
heat houses and buildings and to generate electricity, and is
guidelines it is planning now and for the future to incentivise
not dependent on local climate or weather conditions.
Europe is currently the world leader in this technology research into and implementation of programmes to develop
where naturally fractured rock systems are enhanced and this renewable energy source? Günther Oettinger replied that
injected with water at high pressure. The water is heated and the commission, through the seventh framework programme
returns to the surface through a system of production shafts. for research and technological development (FP7), co-funds
A heat exchanger then transfers the energy to a second circuit a wide variety of innovative technologies including renewthat drives a turbine to generate electricity. There are places able technologies and energy efficiency solutions, both in an
where geothermal fluids can be found at various depths early research and pre-commercial demonstration phase. For
due to water that has penetrated underground being heated example, in the communities of Heerlen (Netherlands) and
on contact with hot impermeable rock. In this way high- Zagorje (Slovenia), both partners of an ongoing FP7 project
temperature – over 300°C – geothermal aquifers have formed entitled Remining-Lowex (2007/2013), locally available
holding large quantities of superheated steam. The British water from abandoned mines will be valorised and used for
geological survey has conducted a study in Glasgow explor- heating and cooling purposes.
ing the presence of bedrock aquifers and mapping the vast
network of abandoned
mines
EU funding for research into geothermal technology
under the city.
For the European commission, research and technology plays a key role in the deThe revolutionvelopment of the enhanced geothermal systems (EGS), which allow the exploitation
ary idea behind
of the Earth’s heat for producing electricity without having natural water resources.
this
research
Since 2002, under its FP6 framework funding programme, the EU has supported
lies in the fact
10 EGS projects with a total budget of more than €20m. The EU’s flagship EGS
that
geotherpilot plant project received €5m. Under the current FP7 framework programme
(2007-2013), there is further funding available in understanding seismic activity
mal energy could
associated with developing geothermal energy.
be exploited by
The EU’s flagship EGS pilot plant project started in 2004 and has so far resulted
making use of
in the creation of three 5000 metre deep wells using improved drilling, simulation
the mine network
and diagnostic methods. In January 2008, work began on the above-ground installaalready present in
tions required to convert terrestrial heat into electrical power.
many towns and
The project will culminate in the installation and operation of a 1.5 MW geothercities in different
mal power plant, situated along the French-German border in Soultz-Sous-Forêts.
countries. The
The plant will be used to test the performance of the selected equipment in order to
establish preferences for technical and economic gains for future larger industrial
study has shown
EGS installations (25 MW and larger) based on a multi-well approach. Moreover, the
that underground
plant will be made available as a training facility to other European EGS teams.
shafts
could
EGS pilot plant is run by a consortium composed of nine partners from three
furnish up to 40
different member states and one associated country (Norway)
per cent of the
Source: European commission
heat needed for
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SENSE AND SENSITIVITY

S

ensors for gas
turbine engines are
small and you are
unlikely to see one
as a passenger on
an aircraft (unless
you know where
to look). Buried in
the engine they
monitor vital parameters such as
pressure, temperature, vibration, and
rotational speed. Despite their relative
anonymity, they are a critical enabling
technology for the development,
performance, and management of the
engines that propel aircraft through
the sky. They are critical in three
distinct areas:

This photograph is reproduced with the permission of
Rolls-Royce plc, copyright © Rolls-Royce plc 2012

every last drop of performance and
efficiency from their designs.

 Sensors fitted to engines in

Gas turbine engines have been
pushed gradually to higher pressures
and temperatures in order to
improve overall thermodynamic cycle
efficiency (and hence usage of fuel
and creation of emissions), meaning
the components work in increasingly
extreme environments. Therefore
the role of sensors becomes more
critical. In essence, the better the
working behaviour of the engine is
understood and monitored, the more
closely it can be run at its optimal
condition, whilst doing this safely
and reliably. Even small changes in
operating condition can have a big
effect on efficiency. While it is difficult
to generalise, a rough example would
be an increase of just 50 Celsius of
the gas entering the turbine (due to
better certainty of the measurement)
could yield in the region of a 1%
reduction in fuel consumption, which
equates to thousands of tonnes of
kerosene every year.

In such a competitive environment and
with increasingly tough environmental
targets (such as Vision 2020 and
now Flightpath 2050), engine
manufacturers seek to eke out

Current sensing technologies have
a range of shortcomings (see the
EVI-GTI website for further reading).
The STARGATE (Sensors Towards
Advanced contRol and monitoring
of GAs Turbine Engines) project was

 Sensors for product development
for validation of design tools and
new engine components.

 Sensors fitted to engines in

service as part of the engine
control system.
service to monitor engine health.

created to address some of these
short comings and gaps, and is 1
year in to its 3 year life. Funded by the
European Commission’s Framework
7 Aeronautics and Air Transport
Programme and coordinated by
Meggitt in the UK, it comprises 16
partners including eminent academic
institutes, supply chain and world-class
gas turbine manufacturers.
The technologies being evaluated
include advanced gas path sensors,
novel optical methods for surface
and structural measurements, and
wireless and less-wired systems.
All sensors will undergo detailed
laboratory and rig evaluation with
a view to increasing Technology
Readiness Level up to about 4. If
successful these sensors could
one day be deployed in a range of
development, control, and health
management roles.
Mark Langley
Meggitt (UK) Ltd
mark.langley@meggitt.com
+ 44 (0) 1256 349266

This article reflects only the author’s views and that the Union is not liable for any use that may be made of the information contained therein.
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Cluster
policy
Taking a look at Europe’s new
research and innovation landscape
Desmond Hinton-Beales is editor of the Regional Review

BEST PRACTICE
92 Approach to town and city centres needs ‘radical’ change

Town centre management needs to change if citizens are to reclaim the ‘beating hearts’ of their communities, argues Andres Coca-Stefaniak

103 SMEs have a ‘central role’ in Europe, argue MEPs

Patrizia Toia and Zofija Mazej Kukovič share their views on supporting small
and medium sized enterprises

104 Growing evidence that clusters and networks have positive impact on
regional economies

108 Smart specialisation and regional clustering set to revolitionise EU’s
research and innovation

Innovation campuses and science parks will facilitate open innovation and
become a ‘natural habitat’ for scientific and applied research, writes Lambert
van Nistelrooij

110 Innovation clusters ‘instrumental’ in meeting global competition

Aerospace clusters can drive Europe’s innovation, eco-efficiency and competitiveness, writes Charles Champion

Transformation of more traditional SMEs through participation in research
and innovation activities is crucial, argues Philippe Lamberts

90 PM.indd 72

12/12/2013 19:05:40

PROWAD Protect & Prosper
Linking sustainable tourism and
protection of the Wadden Sea World Heritage

T

he Wadden Sea stretches for 500
km along the North Sea coast of the
Netherlands, Germany and Denmark,
and was inscribed into the UNESCO
World Heritage List for its outstanding
universal geological, ecological and biodiversity
values: A place where heaven and earth share
the same stage. 50 million overnight guests and
30 – 40 million day visitors per year are attracted
to experience this natural wonder, tourism being
one of the major sources of income in the region.
The PROWAD project (2011 – 2014), cofinanced by the INTERREG IVB North Sea Region
Programme, has developed a transnational
tourism strategy which contributes to maintain
the “Outstanding Universal Value” of the Wadden
Sea World Heritage and at the same time provide
benefits for the people living in the region.
PROWAD has involved about 1,000 stakeholders
on local and national level, regional advisory
boards and committees, and many other
organizations that have provided valuable
contribution to the strategy’s development and
mechanisms of its implementation. It has also
established a solid transnational network that
provides the framework for the implementation
of the joint strategy for “Sustainable Tourism in
the Wadden Sea World Heritage Destination”.

Within a comprehensive action plan, the PROWAD
cooperation partners have already started the
joint implementation of diverse initiatives such as
•

•

A strong ‘Wadden Sea World Heritage
Destination’ that will enable regional and
local tourism brands to raise their profile
nationally and internationally through a
coherent marketing strategy;
A unified platform for promotion and better
communication of sustainable transport
offers and infrastructure;

•

An easy guidance for sustainable class trips
including a planning guide and educational
resources for teachers and nature
experiences;

•

A transnational framework for a coherent
training and qualification approach.

PROWAD was successful in providing an
opportunity for all involved parties to truly live
the motto of the project “PROTECT and PROSPER”:
Protect the Wadden Sea World Heritage for the
prosperity of present and future generations.

VISION for the Wadden Sea World Heritage Destination
Nature conservation and sustainable tourism
development go hand in hand across the Wadden
Sea World Heritage Destination. This relationship
is characterised by appreciation, understanding,
experience and active participation of all
committed partners.
People who visit, live or work in any part of the
Wadden Sea World Heritage Destination
are aware of and appreciate the ‘Outstanding

Universal Value’ and the unique landscape.
They are committed to preserving these assets
for the benefit of present and future generations.
Local businesses and communities benefit both
economically and socially from the high
quality offers that support the integrity of the
Wadden Sea and the ecological requirements of
its World Heritage status.

THE STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
1. To ensure all stakeholders have a transnational understanding and
appreciation of the values of the Wadden Sea World Heritage property.

2. To ensure stakeholders have responsibility for and contribute to the
protection of the ‘Outstanding Universal Value’ through involvement in
tourism management and product development.

4. To ensure nature
conservation, tourism
and local communities
benefit from the
World Heritage Status.

3. To ensure the tourism sector provides consistent communication and
marketing, and promotes the high quality tourism offers of the
Wadden Sea World Heritage Destination.

For more information on the PROWAD project
please visit www.prowad.org or contact the
Common Wadden Sea Secretariat
www.waddensea-secretariat.org

prowad.indd 1
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Approach to town and
city centres needs
‘radical’ change
Town centre
management
needs to
change if
citizens are
to reclaim
the ‘beating
hearts’ of their
communities,
argues Andres
Coca-Stefaniak

Andres Coca-Stefaniak
is programme
manager for research
and international
partnerships,
association of town
and city management

T

owns and cities compete regionally, nationally or globally to attract and retain visitors, investment, leading
thinkers and entrepreneurs, as well as a diverse cultural
and family-focused offering to enable existing residents to thrive sustainably. This is not happening on
its own. In fact, it is the result of a carefully managed strategic
process that is gaining growing levels of recognition and interest across the UK and overseas – town centre management.
Gone are the days when we could adopt a simplistic approach
to the development of our town centres by seeing them solely
as shopping destinations. Today, research shows that there
is much more to how people interact
with their high street beyond mere retail
transactions. The way town and city
centres are designed and managed can
make a considerable difference to the
quality of this experience. Town centre
management, which has existed for over
25 years in the UK, North America
and the European Union, remains one
of the most multidisciplinary activities
anyone can engage in and key to fostering the entrepreneurial spirit of our towns and cities. Town
centre managers may work for local authorities, public-private
partnerships or private sector place management organisations
(e.g. business improvement districts) but they often juggle the
management of events with other strategic activities such as
place branding and marketing, tourism, local economic development, urban regeneration, community engagement, revenue
development, strategic stakeholder management and business
support, to mention but a few. In Spain and Italy, for instance,
town centre management initiatives are often led by local asso-
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ciations of small independent retailers and have a high focus
on entrepreneurship, innovation and customer service. In other
countries, business improvement districts and town centre
partnerships are forging closer links between effective place
management and large scale urban regeneration investment, as
well as successful area-based re-branding, which increasingly
involve sophisticated used of digital technology channels.
In spite of all this, news about the decline of our town
centres continues to dominate the headlines. Recent reports
(centre for cities), government policy (localism act), as well as
the recommendations made by Mary Portas for the future of
our high streets seem to converge on the
fact that we need to change our thinking
with regards to the function of our high
streets if many of them are to survive
and compete successfully.
A recent study funded by the department for business, innovation and skills,
called successful town centres – developing effective strategies, argues that
if we are to reclaim our town and city
centres as the beating hearts of our communities, we need to involve key decision makers and local
communities in a radically different understanding of what
makes our town centres tick and, crucially, positioning their
offer strategically by aligning it with their ‘personality’ or DNA
in a way that is difficult to replicate by competitors.
This study also offers, for the first time ever, a national
framework for town centre performance linked to a toolkit
that anyone can use. Is it too late to save the patient? Perhaps
the patient was never moribund, but merely waiting to be discharged from hospital.

“If we are to reclaim our
town and city centres as
the beating hearts of our
communities, we need to
involve key decision makers
and local communities”
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Changing the Data Paradigm:

Turning ‘Open Data’ into ‘Linked Data’
Dr. Erik Mannens, iMinds - Ghent University

A couple of years ago, governments started to make loads of
information available on their websites (ranging from contact lists to
image libraries, event lists, or urban planning files); it enables them
to share data in an efficient way with citizens and companies.
Unfortunately, these data typically come in a wide variety of digital
formats (CSV, PDF, XLS, etc.) – and sources are rarely linked with one
another. It makes reusing or combining information very difficult
and prevents the creation of more transparency, the stimulation of
economic growth, or the improvement of public service.
That is where the concept of ‘Open Data’ comes in: it is about
making data publicly and electronically available – in such a way
that information from various sources can be shared, retrieved and
combined easily and flexibly; it is an area in which the region of
Flanders (Belgium) has recently started to lead the way!
In the last twelve months, Flanders has made big progress in the
creation of an Open Data policy – and related ecosystem – thanks
to the involvement of some local and regional governments, a
number of software developers and the MMLab researchers from
iMinds - Ghent University, which were sponsored by the Flemish
Ministry of Innovation.
And it does not stop there: Flanders is ready to take the next
step too, i.e. moving from Open Data to Linked Data – whereby
information is not only easily retrievable, but also linked. To this
purpose, the iMinds-MMLab team has developed two innovative
Open Source platforms: TheDataTank and its accompanying
R&Wbase platform.

TheDataTank
The US and UK governments currently operate Data.gov and Data.
gov.uk, huge platforms for data publishing and retrieval. Both come
with a number of shortcomings, though: their semantics capabilities
are limited (or non-existing), they do not allow developers to easily
re-use the data sets, and they are not equipped with a simple
WYSIWYG tool for end-users to easily link diverse datasets to one
another.
TheDataTank (http://www.thedatatank.com) from the iMinds-MMLab
team provides an answer to these limitations: it is a low-barrier Open
Data publishing platform that enables anybody to publish datasets
in an easy and automated way, and connect them with other open
data. Through its user-friendly interface, data from national, regional
and local governmental departments can easily be uploaded,
updated, re-used and aggregated by any third party.
TheDataTank has already passed its first major test. It was applied
to data sets on academic publications and joint research projects,
visualizing how researchers of different Flemish universities work
together, how they perform vis-à-vis their peers, how different
research labs share resources in joint projects, and how these labs
perform vis-à-vis their peers. Easily combining and visualizing this
information was previously unthinkable; now, the outcomes can be
used by researchers, universities and the Flemish funding agency
EWI to optimize their individual and global excellence levels, as well
as the related funding.

The R&Wbase platform
Today, the basic model for data
processing is a ‘one-way street’:
originators of data (such as
governments) publish read-only
data; there are no feedback loops;
and temporal versioning is not
supported.
This situation is far from ideal.
Instead, ‘data cycles’ should be
introduced – with users being able
to flag errors or submit corrections.
That way, data quality improves at
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the source and a real ecosystem is created,
thriving on collaboration and read-write
open data.
The R&Wbase (read: Rawbase) cloudbased platform responds to this read-write
web paradigm: it creates a feedback
mechanism that logs any changes,
identifies the contributor, and tracks the
edits. Anyone who wants to open up data
can install their own R&Wbase. Afterwards, if a third party wants to
aggregate the different kinds of versioned read-write data, they only
have to install a R&Wbase instance and link to other R&Wbases. It is a
hierarchical and distributed environment where aggregation can be
done in a matter of minutes.

“Of course, there are other, more technical obstacles too,” he adds.
“Not in the least the ability to produce results in real time when
dealing with gargantuan amounts of data. This will be a challenge
for TheDataTank and the R&Wbase platforms – but we already have a
good idea of how to tackle Streaming Big Data too.”

Application domains and challenges ahead

1

Governments are natural sponsors of Open Data initiatives – both as
sources of data and as regulators of Open Data usage. But according
to McKinsey1, the concept of Open Data also unlocks a whole new
range of other opportunities:
• Businesses are blending Open Data with proprietary information
to get better insights into their target markets, or raise
productivity by using more refined benchmarks
• Consumers benefit from Open Data as it allows them to take fullyinformed decisions – based on all available info from a variety of
sources (when buying a new house, for instance, they can easily
retrieve and combine information on crime statistics, traffic flows,
etc. in their new neighborhood)
A practical case of how Open Data are already used today, can be
found in Japan where citizens were mobilized to create an open
database of radiation readings in different parts of the country
following the Fukushima earthquake.
“But there are also some challenges ahead,” says Dr. Erik Mannens,
iMinds - Ghent University - MMLab. “Especially a shift in mindset is
required. Generally, people are reluctant to open up (and give away)
their data. We have to make it clear, though, that – if everyone does
it – everybody wins.”

McKinsey Global
Institute: Open data:
Unlocking innovation
and performance with
liquid information October 2013 - http://
bit.ly/1hq8CIT

Dr. Erik Mannens is Research Manager
of the Future Media & Imaging Dept.
within iMinds and is involved in several
projects as Sr. researcher/project manager.
His major expertise is centered around
Big Data Analytics, Linked Open Data,
Semantic Web Technologies, Broadcasting
Workflows, Media & iDTV, and Web
Development in general.

Contact:
+32 473 27 44 17 • erik.mannens@ugent.be • @erikmannens
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Drinking is
not a crime.
Rape is.

No matter how much she’s drunk…
No matter what she’s wearing…
No matter if you’ve already kissed…
… sex without consent is rape.
If there’s any doubt about whether a woman has drunk
too much to give consent, assume she hasn’t given it.
Responsibility for rape will always lie with the rapist.

www.rapecrisis.org.uk

Find your local Rape Crisis Centre at www.rapecrisis.org.uk
or call Rape Crisis freephone helpline 0808 802 9999

HRSASC helpline

rapecrisis.indd 1

0870 2422230

(12n-2.30pm / 7-9.30pm every day)
(Calls charged at local rate)
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Observing delinquency in
the Euregio Meuse-Rhine

5 European territories,
4 million inhabitants,
4 challenges identified!
EMROD, the first transnational Crime Monitoring Center, was created in the
heart of the Euregio Maas-Rhine (EMR), a territory without borders that links
Belgium, Germany and the Netherlands.
The Euregio Maas-Rhine (EMR) is one of the oldest “Euroregions”, those
trans-border structures of cooperation between several territories of different
European countries, intended to promote common interests.
The Observatory’s missions
• Monitoring of criminal phenomena
(burglaries, drug addiction, metal
theft, trafficking of human beings
…), by means of scientific analysis
of crime data culled mainly from
police sources;
• Construction of new scientific tools
to measure criminal behaviour and
its perception by the population;
carrying out of surveys, in particular
with regard to the feelings of
insecurity;
• Constitution of a centre of
documentation and resources for
those active in the field (police,
judiciary, local authorities);
• Facilitation or creation of interinstitutional networks in the area of
Euregional security; organisation of
seminars;
An European pilot project
As an European pilot project
that is at once multi-disciplinary,
euregional and scientific, EMROD
associates professionals from
different backgrounds (judiciary,
police, government, academia)
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with the aim of providing mutual
assistance, material backup, support
and consultancy services, as well as
helping one another to identify those
concrete actions that can be taken in
the face of emerging phenomena.
First international study on the feeling
of insecurity
Security actors constantly measure the
impact of transborder delinquency on
local territories. But how do people
feel in the Euregion?
To understand their point of view a
study about the feeling of insecurity
has been conducted. Such studies
have been known for years on
national level, but in this case the
same measure has been applied to
the entire Euregio. This allows us to
be informed about local as well as
euregional problems observed by
the citizens. The results found in the
different regions must be compared
in order to help finding the “best
practice”. In addition, they allow the
observatory to bring people, affected
by the same problems, closer together.

The idea is to work together and find
a solution to shared problems.
On 9th December, EMROD invited
the governors, majors, police chefs,
attorneys, researchers and actors in
the field, from the entire Euregio, to
display the results of this study and to
promote future collaboration.
EMROD is co-funded by the EU. The
project was approved for founding
through the Interreg IV A EMR
program in September 2009 and
will be running until 31 of March
2014. Michael Dejozé is the project
manager and the province Liège is the
Leadpartner.

Contact:
EMROD Office
Herbesthalerstrasse 12
B-4700 Eupen
Cell: +32 (0)472 82 02 79
Email: info@emrod.org
http://www.emrod.org
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The Leading-Edge Cluster Electric Mobility South-West

Road to Global Market
Electric mobility is the essential
component for future mobility.
European competitiveness will be
decisively influenced by whether
the technology turnaround for
intelligent electric power trains will
be successful or not. This ambitious
goal can only be achieved if we
bundle our forces against the fast
global competition. The automobile
land Baden-Württemberg thus relies
with growing success on clusters.
The leading-edge cluster Electric
Mobility South-West, comprising more
than 80 players from business and
science, represents one of the most

impressive regional alliances in the
field of electric mobility. Owing to its
immense innovative strength and
international orientation, the alliance
was recognized by the German
Federal Ministry for Education and
Research in 2012 as outstanding
leading-edge cluster. With currently
13 federal government funded
projects, the cluster is working,
amongst others, on new charging
systems, production lines for batteries
and electric motors, innovative
vehicle components or systems for
traffic networking.

T

the region Karlsruhe – Mannheim –
Stuttgart – Ulm to connect renowned
large, medium-sized and small companies
and link them up to the local research
institutes.

he cluster managed by the state
agency e-mobil BW GmbH is driven
by the ambition to make a decisive
contribution to a high-performing, lowemission and market-oriented mobility. The
focus is mainly on three strategic areas:
• market and costs,
• handling and comfort as well as
• connected mobility.
The OEMs in Baden-Württemberg
are first and foremost enjoying major
success in the world markets with
vehicles in the premium class driven
by conventional power trains; and the
supplier industry in our state cooperates
and sells to all worldwide established
manufacturers. Add to this a powerful
mechanical engineering industry, strong
in machine and plant building and an
increasing number of successful vendors
of intelligent traffic systems with the
required IT solutions. The cluster, under
the slogan “road to global market” utilizes
the unique opportunities provided by
this accumulation of competences in
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Building System Competence and
Empowering the Industrial Base of
Europe
The very scope of the leading-edge
cluster offers companies active in the key
industries vehicles, energy, information
and communications technology (ICT) as
well as production together with research
institutes a playing field to make the
best of their respective strengths in
an alliance: small and medium-sized
businesses are empowered to develop
new ideas based on their innovative
strength in interaction with university
and non-university research institutes as
a “think tank”; whilst major companies
provide as input their know-how
aiming at an optimization of innovative
technologies with a focus on large-scale
production capability.

The next few years will be characterized
for the automotive industry by increasingly
stricter regulations regarding the needed
limitation of harmful CO2 emissions. This
can only be achieved by the development
of new components and, more than
anything, the complete understanding and
control of the overall system of e-mobility.
The central components of the electric
vehicle, which are the electric machine,
power electronics and traction battery,
are a huge source of added-value
potential for the industry in BadenWürttemberg. According to an analysis
by the Fraunhofer Institute, 10,000
new jobs could be created in BadenWürttemberg alone with components for
the electric power train. The relatively
high value share of the new components,
but also their potential for a high degree
of automation in their production, are
excellent prerequisites for manufacturing
in Baden-Württemberg. This is a great
opportunity to enhance the industrial
basis right in the heart of Europe.
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Developing Groundbreaking Projects
for Future Mobility - Horizon 2020
The German Federal Ministry for
Education and Research will have
invested up to 40 billion Euros in research
projects of the leading-edge clusters
by 2017. Already now this allowed for
developing valuable approaches to
find solutions for a standardized largescale e-car production, for charging
technologies and IT solutions in the four
fields of innovation - vehicles, energy,
information and communications.
The cluster will use this as a basis for
consistent continuous improvement
and will jointly come up with further
research approaches, thus underlining its
commitment to its own internationalization
strategy.
The leading-edge cluster “Electric
Mobility South-West“ intends to benefit
from the most useful platform of the
existing network of the “Four Motors for
Europe“, in which Baden-Württemberg,
Catalonia, the Italian region of Lombardy
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and the French region of Rhône-Alpes
are successfully collaborating as a solid
base to enhance European cooperation.
Together with other relevant European
clusters, such as “Flanders' drive“ in
Belgium or “Pôle Véhicule du Futur“
in France, the leading-edge cluster
“Electric Mobility South-West“ stays
in intensive contacts to benefit from
cross-border innovation potentials.
Against the background of the current
EU framework program for research and
innovation, “Horizon 2020”, the cluster
aims at starting on the road to intelligent
and environment-friendly mobility with
selected European partners by way of
pioneering projects.
Furthermore, the leading-edge cluster
Electric Mobility South-West promotes
relationships with the most important
automotive regions in the world, from
North America to China and Japan.
International benchmarking is an essential
instrument for the cluster to continuously
improve the quality of cooperation and to

integrate new trends and developments
directly into the projects. Specifically in
the globally much sought after sector
of mobility solutions it is of the essence
to be quick in your reaction to ongoing
developments. In this way, the leadingedge cluster Electric Mobility South
West will make a decisive contribution
with strong partners who progressively
advance the industrialization of e-mobility
in the birthplace of the motor vehicle
and create and secure jobs in BadenWürttemberg and Europe.

Contact:
e-mobil BW GmbH
Leuschnerstraße 45 | 70176 Stuttgart
Phone: +49 711892385-0
Fax: +49 711892385-49
esw-cluster@e-mobilbw.de | www.emobil-sw.de
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The Parliament Magazine’s

MEP
AWARDS
Nominations now open
The Parliament Magazine’s MEP Awards will take place in the sumptuous
surroundings of the Concert Noble in Brussels on Tuesday 18 March 2014.
We hope that once again, our MEP awards can act as a showcase on the often
unreported efforts and achievements of our European parliamentarians, and also in
some small way help to bring Europe that little bit closer to its citizens.
This year’s awards will not only recognise the hard work done by MEPs in the past
year, but over the past parliamentary term.

Awards timeline:
Nominations open:
Monday 18 November 2013
Nominations close:
Friday 17 January 2014
Voting opens:
Monday 17 February 2014
Voting closes:
Friday 7 March 2014
Awards ceremony:
Tuesday 18 March 2014

To nominate, please visit
www.mepawards.eu
Follow us @parlimag
Join the debate #mepawards
For further details, please
contact events@dods.eu
or +32 (0)2741 8230

Thanks to our sponsors

CONSTRUCTION PRODUCTS EUROPE
LET’S BUILD AN EFFICIENT EUROPE
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BESTPRACTICE

SMEs have a ‘central role’
in Europe, argue MEPs

T

he most recent economic forecasts are showing positive signals, the euro area will return to growth next
year and the EU will close 2013 without losing GDP,
coming back to a 1.4 per cent growth in 2014.These
data are encouraging and seem to underline that the
worst part of the crisis may be over. But we
cannot think that all our concerns can be
cancelled in a few months. The European
industrial system is trying to recover slowly
and the need to have European instruments
to face this crisis is well known. A new
European industrial policy is necessary to
contribute in the process of unemployment
reduction and this new policy starts from
research and innovation.
Horizon 2020, despite the cut on its
budget imposed by some member states, will be one of the
most important instruments to let European enterprises take
the lead. SMEs will have a central role, they are the living
heart of Europe’s productive system and must be supported.
Regional clusters, for instance, are more and more seen as an
important instrument for promoting business development
and competitiveness. In many regions, clusters are enabling
firms to overcome internal limitations by joining efforts and
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resources with other firms, R&D institutions and universities, and public sector organisations. Clusters established
at the regional level can form the perfect environment to
enhance innovation by allowing firms to take advantage
of specialised suppliers, local knowhow, information, skills
and education. The proximity of customers, competitors, suppliers, universities, and
research/innovation organisations favours
the growth, the employment, and the attractiveness of the regions.
For this reason, I firmly believe that
support for important initiatives, such as
Eurostars II, with the direct involvement
of private actors and a clear commitment
Patrizia Toia for high technological projects will boost
European economy and increase employment. European Union must take a step ahead in the
invention of products for tomorrow, with choices that can
involve the entire industry to determine the technological
breakthroughs and disseminate innovation. The spirit of
Horizon 2020, with all its public-private partnerships and
joint technology initiatives, is that of mutual commitments
and mobilisation for the future of European production
system with research and innovation as a high priority.

“SMEs… are the
living heart of
Europe’s productive
system and must be
supported”

y work in the European parliament sup- the Eurostars programme, will support new jobs and business
ports this idea of improving research and growth.
Today, we live in a new reality. Competition is no longer
development to help small and medium sized
businesses, and it supports rational European local, but global. Business as usual is no longer possible.
funding to achieve this with real results. We are European funds promote and sometimes necessitate cooperation and clustering. Regional clusters allow
in the middle of a crisis and it will take
for businesses to connect with universities,
patience and hard work to find ways to
research centres, and centres of excellence.
overcome it. There are over 26 million
This increases their competitiveness at the
unemployed people in the European
global level.
Union. Also, over seven million young
The EU provides the solution to the probpeople are neither in work, education,
Zofija Mazej Kukovič lems that we face. More Europe can mean
or training. These are facts that need to
less bureaucracy through further integration
be addressed.
Europe’s research and development programmes need to and more simplification. We should not be competing with
be seen as an investment into a long-term solution to this each other. We should instead work towards completing the
problem of unemployment. These funds, especially the SME single market in all areas that will enable us to compete on
instrument in Horizon 2020, COSME, and the follow-up to a global level.

“Today, we live in a new
reality. Competition is no
longer local, but global”
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Patrizia Toia
and Zofija
Mazej Kukovič
share their
views on
supporting
small and
medium sized
enterprises

Patrizia Toia is
parliament’s S&D group
shadow rapporteur
on the research
and development
programme aimed
at supporting
research performing
small and mediumsized enterprises:
participation of the
union

Zofija Mazej Kukovič
is parliament’s
EPP group shadow
rapporteur on research
and development
programme aimed
at supporting
research performing
small and mediumsized enterprises:
participation of the
union

16 December 2013 PARLIAMENTMAGAZINE 103

103 PM.indd 103

12/12/2013 17:38:22

REGIONAL REVIEW | Clusters
FINLAND

FAROE
ISLANDS
SHETLAND
ISLANDS
ORKNEY
ISLANDS

SWEDEN

ALAND
ISLANDS

HERBRIDES

ESTONIA

Gotland

DENMARK

LATVIA
LITHUANIA

D

N
ELA

IR

Transformation
of more
traditional
SMEs through
participation
in research
and innovation
activities is
crucial, argues
Philippe
Lamberts

Philippe Lamberts
is parliament’s
Greens/EFA group
shadow rapporteur
on the research
and development
programme aimed
at supporting
research performing
small and mediumsized enterprises:
participation of the
Union

S

MEs represent over 99 per cent of EU businesses.
They therefore need to be at the centre of European
economic and industrial policies that can support
them in overcoming barriers and fully participating
as actors in the green economy. For this to happen,
entrepreneurial investment and businesses creation in green
markets must be supported and encouraged, and the ‘green
capabilities’ of SMEs need to be raised through the provision
of advice and expertise.
As Greens, we believe that the EU and member states
should do more to assist SMEs in the areas of green technology, resource-efficient manufacturing, renewable and energy
efficiency, eco-design, recycling. However, the focus should
not only be on innovative and green SMEs: attention should
also be given to the transformation of more traditional SMEs
through their participation in research and innovation activities, including non-technological innovation. The effect of the
adoption of environmental standards and practices on labour
productivity could raise it by 16 per cent.
As shadow rapporteur on the Horizon
2020 programme for the Greens group,
I have been fighting for ambitious
ring-fencing of dedicated budgets for
SME-friendly programmes including
the funding of the Eurostars programme
for research performing SMEs, and a
new SME instrument for supporting
innovative SMEs and start-ups. Overall,
Horizon 2020 will aim at dedicating 20
per cent of the total combined budget
for the specific objective ‘Leadership in
enabling and industrial technologies’ and
the priority ‘societal challenges’ for
SMEs.
There has been
growing evidence
that clusters and
networks have a
positive impact on
the development
of regional economies,the integration
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of knowledge in the value-chains and across different sectors.
By resorting to open innovation and by coordinating activities
such as research and innovation, smaller firms can achieve collective economies of scale beyond the reach of individual firms.
In the EU, 27 per cent of companies already cooperate with
other companies, research institutes or universities.
SMEs in low-tech industries, for example, have proven to
be very successful in using and integrating knowledge from
external partners to create new products or services. As a
result, it contributes to the resilience of these industries facing
huge competitive pressure, notably from emerging countries.
Therefore, we welcome further integration at European level,
particularly through the Eurostars programme, which may act
as a positive catalyst for industrial transformation, despite its
lack of ambitious budget.
Finally, as SMEs are essential to achieve the green economy,
we want to underline that it is essential that support and programmes remain accessible and administratively simple for all
participants.

“As SMEs are essential to
achieve the green economy,
we want to underline
that it is essential that
support and programmes
remain accessible and
administratively simple”
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CONECT

ECONOMICAL, ECOLOGICAL
AND SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION
Ms. Emilia Petäjäjärvi, Mr. Emil Simonaho and
Mr. Saku Kaarlejärvi from Lapland Vocational
College, Rovaniemi, Finland. First year students
who accomplished a two week On-The-Job
learning period in Norway, Kautokeino and
they are planning on going back for a longer
OTJ period in spring 2014. By now about 50
student and 100 expert mobilities have been
implemented during the ConEct project.

FACT BOX:
Project name:
Project period:
Total budget:
Lead partner:
Partners:

ConEct Economical, Ecological and Social Construction
26.5.2012 – 31.12.2014
2 100 000 €
Lapland Vocational College, Rovaniemi, Finland
Björknäsgymnasiet, Boden, Sweden
Murmansk Building College, Murmansk, Russia
Samisk Videregående Skole og Reindriftskole,
Kautokeino, Norway
Utbildning Nord, Övertorneå, Sweden
More Information: www.conectbarents.eu, manager Pertti Lakkala, coordinators
Pia Nikkinen and Gabriela Blumberger, forename.surname@lao.fi
Authority:
Lapin liitto / Kolarctic ENPI CBC
www.kolarcticenpi.info/en

lapland.indd 1

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION - CROSSBORDER NETWORKS AND COOPERATION
The overall objectives of the ConEct-project
are to establish a sustainable crossborder network between partner schools
in the program area. The purpose is to
improve knowledge and understanding
about vocational education systems,
compare education systems and jointly
plan and develop vocational education,
On-The-Job (OTJ) learning and further
professional training systems. The aim is to
bring vocational education closer, reduce
obstacles and facilitate movement of
students and workers in the Barents area and
to educate professionals, based on the needs
of working life in the program area. The
concrete objectives of the ConEct project
are to improve quality and amount of
student and expert mobility by developing,
testing and bringing a common Student
Mobility System into practice. The mobility
system incorporates common mobility
practices, documents, knowledge and skills
of arrangements and implementation of
quality OTJ learning periods. By now about
50 student and 100 expert mobilities have
been implemented in the project. The main
aim is to establish an active and committed
network, disseminate and transfer good
practices and innovations and expand the
cross-border cooperation.
WORKING SAFETY AND SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
The ConEct project focuses also on
improvement of working safety and
sustainable development in vocational
education and working life. During the
project partners present and compare safety
regulations, requirements and practices to
develop joint planning and implementation
of working safety education in partner
countries. Concrete outcomes are a common
Working Safety “flip card”-handbook that
can easily be used in vocational education
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Professional training – experiences of working life and cultures
During the project students have accomplished On-The-Job (OTJ) learning periods in Norway, Finland,
Sweden and Russia. The aims of the OTJ periods are that students develop their professional skills in
practice, get experience of real working life and knowledge about different working cultures. Three
students; Emilia Petäjäjärvi, Saku Kaarlejärvi and Emil Simonaho from Finland, Rovaniemi, Lapland
Vocational College construction department accomplished a two week OTJ period in Norway,
Kautokeino 11.-22.11.2013. They were building a log cottage, rebuilding a Sami museum doing roof
work, basic construction work as raising racks and making a wooden ladder together with Norwegian
students. The students were very satisfied with their OTJ period. It improved their professional and
language skills, they got knowledge and experiences of Sami people and culture and they got lot of
Norwegian friends.

and work and a common certificate. The
certificate contains information about
working safety requirements and the aim
is to assure that students and workers have
qualifications, skills and knowledge that are
qualified in all partner countries.
SME´S ARE ALSO BENEFICIARIES
The main objectives of the ConEct
project are also to establish, strengthen
and develop cross-border networks and
business relations among small and medium
enterprises (SME´s) in the in the Barents
area. SME´s are actively involved in all
project activities as OTJ learning periods
partner meetings, expert visits to schools
and enterprises and seminars to improve
cooperation and interaction between
vocational education and working life.
Enterprises like BETROC OY and Napapiirin
Betoni Oy from Finland (concrete industry)
and Wesab AB (earthmoving business)
from Sweden have received students for
training periods. They have internalized
the importance and possibility to take part
in implementation and development of
vocational training. This gives them the
opportunity to offer students tailor made
training and educate and skillful workforce,
based on their own needs and professional
field. A concrete project outcome is the
Cross-Border Working Life Chamber (WLC)
which consists of representatives from
SME´s, vocational education, municipalities
and authorities. Representatives meet
annually to support economical, ecological
and social development in the program
area. E.g. Building Company VEK from Russia,
Murmansk has been actively involved in
discussions and development of WLC.
The main aims are to develop vocational
education, educate young professionals
based on the needs of working life and to
facilitate and to motivate movement of
labor force in the program area.

lapland.indd 2

Finnish and Norwegian students working together at
the Sami museum. The students raised racks around the
museum and rebuilt the roof. Authentic situations and
learning environments improve motivation for language
learning and students understand the importance of
language and communication skills. Common work,
experiences and a great sense of humor resulted in
friendship and further communication by social media.

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
Language and cultural training (LCT) is
also a key part of project activities. The
purpose is to improve language skills,
cultural knowledge and competences of
students and experts (teachers, supervisors,
trainers, representatives from working life)
but also ongoing communication between
all parts. At this stage of the project we
can state, that the most efficient ways to
enhance motivation and interest towards
language learning and sustainable crossborder cooperation are to gain personal
experiences and face-to-face contacts.
Concrete outcomes are LCT tasks, guidance
material and a Vocational Dictionary. The
Vocational Dictionary will be made as a
“flip-card”-handbook and published on the
ConEct website (www.conectbarents.eu).

Finnish and Norwegian students building a
log cottage together. On the first working day
Finnish students made a wooden ladder, which
they used building this log cottage. Practice in
basic construction work and personal guidance
is the best way to support the learning process
and professional development of students.
Early experiences of cross-border cooperation
also expands the views of possibilities in
further studies and working life. The aim of the
ConEct project is to reduce obstacles, motivate
and facilitate movement of labor force in the
program area.

During the ConEct project partners transfer
good practices and new innovations
between vocational education and working
life in the Barents area.
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Innovation
campuses and
science parks
will facilitate
open innovation
and become a
‘natural habitat’
for scientific
and applied
research, writes
Lambert Van
Nistelrooij

T

he European Union is losing its economic position
in the world. The current economic crisis and its
consequences, such as high unemployment rates and
the associated uncertainties for citizens demand a
different approach based on tighter budget rules and
an improvement in the operation of Europe’s internal market.
Not only focusing on services, but also on clustering production and professional training to maintain high quality in
products and services.
From 2014 national and regional governments throughout
Europe will be supported in research and innovation strategies
for ‘smart specialisation’. EU funds can be more efficiently
deployed by focusing them on regional growth centres. For
this purpose, the unique characteristics and competences for
each region will be identified, the competitive advantages of
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Smart specialisation and regional
clustering are set to revolutionise
EU’s research and innovation
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each region will be emphasised and regional stakeholders and
resources will be brought together.
Innovation campuses and science parks all over Europe
should be able to facilitate open innovation and become a
natural habitat for scientific and applied research. This will
also enhance the region’s ‘business card’ in strong clusters.
EU funding should add up to national and local funding
schemes and serve as a leverage to support campuses in their
ambitions to support innovation, sustainable economic growth
and job creation in the region.
Technological development generates more benefits if the
research institutions, companies and authorities from all
over the EU work together and strive to develop an excellent product
or service. EU

“The so-called triple helix of
cooperation between public
authorities, education and
companies will be crucial”
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funding provides numerous possibilities for this enhanced
cooperation. This will lead to a growing participation in the
‘new member states’, on their stairway to excellence. Up to
15 per cent of EU funding from the structural and investment funds can be used to spend across EU borders. This
could, for example, lead to Polish university students being
educated in a Dutch top cluster such as the high tech campus
in Eindhoven. Synergies within the Horizon 2020 programme
will also stimulate this cooperation. To widen participation in
this programme different actions, such as the teaming up of
research facilities, will be stimulated. Cross-border cooperation
in applied sciences is also key to success. The so-called triple
helix of cooperation between public authorities, education and
companies will be crucial.
SMEs and larger firms can reap the numerous benefits of
these clusters. Open innovation and easy access to knowledge
and information, research facilities of universities and applied
sciences and other practicalities are only a few of them. SMEs
could experience fast acceleration in innovative products and
services if they cooperate in such a way.
To maintain and increase Europe’s competitive position on
a global scale, the bundling of regional knowledge and skills
is essential. One of the leading examples is the technological
clusters of Silicon Europe. Although spread over five locations
in Europe, it constitutes one of the largest technical clusters in
the world. The collective goal for the regions from Germany,
Belgium, France and the Netherlands is to secure and expand
Europe’s position as the centre for
micro and nanoelectronics and information and communication technical
development. Will this specialisation
lead to some new ‘silicon valleys’ in
Europe?
The Horizon 2020 programme
with €80bn, and the structural and
investment funds with €325bn,
should give an impetus for the clustering of ‘high tech – high touch’
centres for 2014-2020. Different
possibilities such as loans, guarantees and equity or venture capital
for SMEs exist in these funds. Several SME initiatives will
provide for easy access to funding and, together with the smart
specialisation strategy clustering all over the EU, will facilitate
this process of more ‘silicon valleys’ in Europe.
Over the next few years we have to examine the effects of
the revised European funds. The development of campuses
should be studied carefully. The European commission will
stand by to provide extra training and guidance with the joint
research centre in Seville – a platform to exchange knowledge
and information on the clustering of excellent sectors.

“The collective goal for the
regions from Germany, Belgium,
France and the Netherlands is
to secure and expand Europe’s
position as the centre for
micro and nanoelectronics and
information and communication
technical development”
Regions, SMEs and universities can all team up in the triple
helix scheme and focus on strong sectors in the region and
look across borders to find partners in Europe to strengthen
the regional profile further. The time when campuses alone
brought together research and production facilities is over.
Europe is looking for campus leaders. Who will guide Europe
on this path to economic growth and more jobs? Now, we have
to focus on the training of human capacities, Europe’s critical
source for economic growth in the coming decades.

Lambert Van
Nistelrooij is a
member of the
parliament’s regional
development
committee
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Innovation clusters
‘instrumental’ in meeting
global competition
Aerospace
clusters can
drive Europe’s
innovation, ecoefficiency and
competitiveness,
writes Charles
Champion

A

s 2013 draws to a close, the European aerospace
industry looks back at an exciting year. The most
memorable moment for me personally was the
first flight of Airbus’s new long-range aircraft, the
A350XWB. Its lightweight design, better aerodynamics and more efficient engines make it the cleanest aircraft
of its size, with a 25 per cent reduction in fuel consumption.
Even before its first delivery, Europe’s most modern aircraft
has been outselling the competition for years, securing thousands of highly-skilled engineering and manufacturing jobs
across Europe.
Over the past 40 years, Airbus has
become the world market leader in
one of the most competitive and highprofile industries. Similarly aerospace
has developed into a sector that is of
great importance for the European
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economy. It creates high-value exports, value-adding innovation and highly-skilled jobs across the European Union, which
means it is exactly the kind of industry that can help ensure
Europe’s competitiveness and industrial future for many years
to come.
These developments would be unthinkable without
Europe’s world-class aerospace clusters. The biggest and most
innovative ones have set up the European aerospace cluster
partnership (EACP), which currently has 41 members from
14 European countries. This network was established thanks
to the European commission’s Pro inno
Europe initiative, with the common
objective of making Europe’s aerospace
industry even more competitive.
Today, two of these clusters are
among the three largest civil aviation
locations in the world: Toulouse and

“Europe’s aerospace industry
faces tough competition from
the US as well as from new
competitors from China, Brazil,
Russia and Canada which
often have the full backing of
their national governments”
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Hamburg. These clusters aren’t the inevitable outcome of
our industrial heritage. Rather they are the result of decades
of conscious investment decisions, good policymaking, and
close cooperation between the private and the public sector in
research and technology.
The Aerospace valley cluster, centred around Toulouse in
southwest France, represents one third of the French aerospace
workforce totalling around 115,000 industrial employees in
around 1200 organisations. In addition, 8500 researchers and
scientists are active here, making it a huge innovation and
research hub. The results of this public-private partnership are
impressive: In total, Aerospace valley members have initiated
some 480 R&D projects. Training and education are equally
important, with 45 organisations dedicated to providing the
necessary skills to the next generation of employees.
The aviation cluster of the Hamburg metropolitan area is
home to 40,000 specialised employees, working for around
300 aerospace companies and suppliers, in addition to five universities and three research centres focused on aviation. This
year, Hamburg witnessed the ground breaking of the centre
of applied aeronautical research’s TechCenter, which brings
together the city of Hamburg, Airbus, Lufthansa, various
universities and other public and private stakeholders. With
its opening in 2015, the TechCenter will become home to 600
researchers and staff, an aviation think tank that combines
research and development under a single roof.
In the UK, the west of England aerospace forum stands out.
It consists of 210 members with 59,000 employees, including four dedicated research institutes. In Italy, Aerospace
Lombardia brings together 25 large companies, 160 SMEs
and 40 public research institutes, which together employ
15,000 people. The Madrid cluster Aerospacial accounts for
20,000 jobs and more than 48 research groups devoted to
aerospace related R&D activities. Flag and Skywin in Belgium
include not just world class aerospace suppliers with 20,000
jobs but also research institutes, universities and incubators.
The list goes on, encompassing clusters from Barcelona to
Bavaria, from Ireland to Hungary, and from Lithuania to
Portugal.
The cutting-edge research conducted by Europe’s aviation
innovation clusters creates not only highly-skilled jobs, but is
also instrumental in the development of ever cleaner, quieter
and more comfortable aircraft. In addition, the clusters are
integral in optimising the European aviation system, as many
of the organisations located in these clusters are involved
in, among others, the SESAR and Clean sky 2 programmes
which aim to reduce emissions and noise and to tackle congestion at Europe’s airports.
Looking ahead, the next generation of our short and midrange aircraft, the A320NEO, will take to the skies for the first
time next year. It is the fastest-selling aircraft in history. As for

“The cutting-edge research conducted
by Europe’s aviation innovation
clusters creates not only highly-skilled
jobs, but is also instrumental in the
development of ever cleaner, quieter
and more comfortable aircraft”

the A350XWB
and all our
other models,
the key driver
and
selling
point is innovation, and in particular eco-efficiency, as the new model
markedly reduces fuel consumption.
Despite these success stories, there is no reason to be complacent. Europe’s aerospace industry faces tough competition
from the US as well as from new competitors from China,
Brazil, Russia and Canada which often have the full backing
of their national governments. Our European innovation clusters – supported by all stakeholders – will be instrumental in
meeting this challenge.

Charles Champion
is executive vicepresident for
engineering at the
European aircraft
manufacturer Airbus
and is a member of the
company’s executive
committee
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WHY NOT? – A CLUSTER
BASED ON EXPERTISE IN
EDUCATION AND LEARNING
The EduCluster Network was co-created through joint will, an open mind-set and a global market touch. The
strong reputation of the Finnish education and school system stems from numerous evaluation and study
results. This has inspired experts from all over the world in development of
education systems and skills. This has led to the emergence of markets for
Finnish
knowledge-intensive services focused on education and learning.
Education
In Finland, the City of Jyväskylä has been at the heart of learning and
teaching. Education and training have been a strong business line in the
regional economy of Central Finland. The power of collaboration provides
a natural base for clustering education. EduCluster is an example of a
European cluster network which has strengthened the competitiveness of
the knowledge society through enriching interaction.
FOUNDING THE CLUSTER
In 2006, the possibilities and forms of a
new kind of cluster were evaluated. At the
time, the discussion of an independent
cluster for education raised many doubts:
could education form a cluster of its own,
rather than being a support function across
other clusters? The creation of the cluster
was facilitated by the fact that parties
involved in education from both the public
and private sectors found a genuine need
to combine competences and operating
models. Development companies and
administration were associated with the idea.
The established network of competence and
innovation, together with strong connections
to international educational networks,
opened the way to the global market. As the
basis for the joint effort, the guiding ideas of
the cluster were established in 2008:
•

Vision: be the leading provider of
learning and education services and
to create the perfect environment and
processes for experiencing the flow of
learning.

•

Mission: to constantly pursue vision by
combining the expertise of education
and educational businesses into
economically successful learning and
development services.

estele jykes.indd 1

•

Value: to have a strong commitment
towards knowledge, skills and
entrepreneurship, guided by belief
in innovation, cooperation and
internationalisation of education.

The development work is all about
cooperation between people. The
EduCluster Network, a network of experts
and companies, was developed. In 2010,
EduCluster Finland Ltd was founded as
the spearhead for the cluster, combining
the public-sector operators of the

System

LEARNING

KNOWLEDGE
SKILLS

LEARNING
CLUSTER
INNOVATION

TECHNOLOGY
ENVIRONMENT

COMPETITIVENESS

ENRICHING
INTERACTION

Finnish educational system. Today, the
focus is on the development of service
concepts, global operations and the
strengthening the network. The work has
been backed by evaluation, research and
development work focusing on learning
environments. EU funding has been utilised
in the development work. Currently, the
internationalisation and the strengthening
of the network are being supported by the
European Union Regional Development
Fund.
WHERE WE ARE NOW
The internationally recognised position of
Finnish learning and teaching has raised
educational export to national focus.
“Education is extremely important as the
backbone of economic and social well-being.
The competitiveness of the Finnish society is,
to a large extent, based on the high level of
competence and a strong education, research
and innovation system”, said Krista Kiuru,
Minister of Education and Science.
EduCluster Finland Ltd, a specialist
organisation focusing on the development
of education and Finland’s leading
education exporter, uses the expertise to
support the renewal of education systems,
management of learning and teachers’
professional development around the world.
The company has years of international
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experience of educational cooperation. Pilot
schools operating in Abu Dhabi exemplify
the international character of Finnish
expertise tailored to local needs.
The objectives of the cluster are to
strengthen the competence and
business operations of companies,
support innovation and facilitate new
entrepreneurship. The EduCluster Network
assembles and shapes expertise and services
across several disciplines. Operations are
currently underway in 30 countries. Creating
alliances and creative implementation teams
is very important.
Technology is used as a support function
and tool for learning. The ICT branch is
closely linked to the cluster and creates
synergies. Human resources development
and learning utilise various applications,
games and learning environments based on
new technology.

social and economic changes, innovation
and world-class competence is emphasised.
EXCELLENCE IN EDUCLUSTER
EduCluster Network is a service cluster based
on a high level of expertise. The operations
are based on the influence of learning
on economy and business. The services
strengthen society’s competitiveness,
innovativeness and ability for lifelong
learning. The expertise and experience of
Finnish education form the foundation of
the cluster. The content, experience and
customer partnerships are supported by
learning environments and development
models for know-how and enriching
interaction.

Learn to recognise
various strengths
and roles

Learn to
Learn to evaluate
develop a
collaborative
common view
learning in the
of thinking
network

STRUCTURES
ROLES
EXPECTATIONS
Initial
confusion

DEVELOPMENT OF REGION
DEVELOPMENT OF CLUSTER
DEVELOPMENT OF
ORGANISATION

Commitment,
common
desired state

Trust and
sharing

Dynamics
and mobility

WORKING TOGETHER

LESSONS LEARNED
As evaluated by the EduCluter Network
“cluster is renewing all the time by change
and learning. We see cluster excellence as a
mind-set of Learning Cluster”.

Competence development is one of the
service areas of the cluster. Education builds
competence – people’s ability and will to
work by applying their knowledge and skills.

LEARNING TOGETHER
Learn to
organise
operations

emphasised. One of the strong areas of
the Finnish education system is vocational
education, which quality is built on teacher
training, the quality of content, and the
flexibility of study, lifelong learning, and
strong relationship with companies and
working life. Entrepreneurship is included in
all vocational education.

DEVELOPMENT OF
INDIVIDUAL

Global Market Touch
Vision for Leadership
Effective Learning
An Open Mind-set

LEARNING AS THE DRIVER FOR THE
CLUSTER
The long-term, multi-stage development
path has taught the operators many lessons.
As experts in education, we understand the
significance of learning in everything people
do. Learning forms a competitive edge
and always happens at the individual level.
Organisations and companies only provide
the structure for the operations. Individuals
act, learn and develop. EduCluster’s
operating model is a constantly renewed
learning cluster where the significance of
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The core of competence development is
enriching interaction.
Within the cluster, research and innovation
actions, together with university business
collaboration, have activated interactive
operating models to reach and support
SMEs. Contact with companies and working
life play an important role in the high-quality
education.

Systemic Processes
CONTACT INFORMATION
Pertti Siekkinen
Chairman, EduCluster Network
CEO, Consultant, Humap Software Ltd
E-mail: info@educlusternetwork.fi
Tel: +358 50 386 1120
www.educlusternetwork.fi

Recently, the development needs of
vocational competence have been
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Successful Networks

in Karlsruhe
Karlsruhe – a leader in cluster work, strong in the IT, automotive
and energy industries as well as in the games industry.
Uli Deck

The CyberForum is today one of the
largest regional high-tech company
networks in Germany and the only
ICT cluster in Europe to have been
awarded the European Cluster
Excellence Initiative’s Gold Label
and the “Cluster Excellence BadenWürttemberg” quality label. “This
success has been made possible by
the close interaction of the clusters
with the international business
development programme partner
network and through active use of
EU funding programmes”, assures
Michael Kaiser, Director of Economic
Development, Karlsruhe. The network
gained its initial experience through
the “CLOE (Clusters Linked over
Europe) project, which involved
the cross-border cooperation and
internationalisation of clusters in
Europe, and was an important
impetus for the European Cluster
Alliance. The CyberForum has
more than 1,000 members and over
8,000 participants from the ﬁelds
of business, science and research,
which are active both regionally and
at an international level. It is part of
Europe’s largest software cluster,
“Emerging Software for the Digital
Company”, and is one of Germany’s
top clusters.

Above: The ZKM |
Centre for Art and
Media Technology in
Karlsruhe is a force
to be reckoned with
on the European arts
scene.

Fränkle, Karlsruhe Photographic Service

Right:The big city in
south-west Germany
that not only has a
unique layout, but
also unique cluster
working.

Karlsruhe, situated in south-western
Germany between the Black Forest
and the Rhine, was one of the ﬁrst
German cities to operate active
clustering and networking activities,
and has been doing it since 1997.
The foundation stone for what is
now a European success story was
laid with the establishment of the
CyberForum network, a public-private
partnership.
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Inspired by the success of the
CyberForum and on the back of
business development funds, the
city of Karlsruhe is continuing
to extend its cluster work – on a
sector-related basis, as well as
regionally and internationally. The
Automotive Engineering Network
South-West (AEN), which also
works in cooperation with the
French automobile cluster, “Pôle
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KIT

Vehicule du Futur”, provides valuable
knowledge to over 100 partners
from the automobile industry, as
well as research partners from the
Karlsruhe Institute for Technology
(KIT) and the Fraunhofer Institute.
The EnergieForum Karlsruhe cluster
network, consisting of more than
270 experts, develops intelligent
and sustainable energy concepts for
the future. It brings together the KIT
energy centre and the Fraunhofer
Institute for Chemical Technology
with its research in battery
technology. The EnergieForum is
internationally networked with France
and Switzerland via the tri-national
network, TRION.
Karlsruhe has made itself the
centre for the games industry in
Baden-Württemberg. Not only does
Germany’s biggest games maker,
Gameforge, have its headquarters
here, with around 450 employees,
but there are also many smaller,
innovative companies. The latest new
development shows just how versatile
the games sector is: The Australian
elite university, RMIT Melbourne, is
establishing its European research
and development laboratory, GEElab
Europe, in Karlsruhe. By setting
up the K3 Culture and Creativity
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Business Ofﬁce, the city has created
a central point providing efﬁcient
networking for culture and creative
professionals in close proximity to
the new “Alter Schlachthof” creative
park. The centre for creative business
pioneers, Perfect Future, is the focal
point.
Business development funding
has enabled the regional networks
to come together in Karlsruhe’s
SmarterCity. This initiative is aimed at
using the latest technology to improve
the quality of life of Karlsruhe’s
citizens and the innovative capacity
of its companies in a sustainable way.
Over 60 partners from business and
research are developing lighthouse
projects in the areas of home
automation, intelligent mobility, life
in the city/public services, energy,
and smart culture. The long-term
developments are being driven
forward by a roadmap for 2025 and
are aimed at creating an intelligent,
future-oriented city. “Clusterix”, the
EU project, has identiﬁed three key
ﬁelds of activity in this respect: the
development of a model district, the
creation of a high-tech production
park and the establishment of an
intelligent and inter-modular mobility
platform.

Above: Karlsruhe
stands out as a
centre of innovation
with its solid
network of technical
universities, research
institutes and hightech companies.

Contact:
Economic Development Karlsruhe
Steffen Buhl
Tel: +49 721 133-7343
steffen.buhl@wifoe.karlsruhe.de
www.karlsruhe.de/wirtschaft
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